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Abstract 

Cultural heritage as one of the nation's oldest legal institutions has widespread organizational and 

administrative structure. Iran as one of the oldest ancient civilization of the world has influenced different 

parts of the world from the Nile River to Europe via its culture. The aim of current research is analysis the 

status of cultural heritage organizational structure in Iran with emphasis on the world urban refurbished.  

Present research has a descriptive- analytical method that is of applied kind. Their theory foundation is 

based on attribution and desk studies and field visits of related organizations. Results show that analogy 

with the dynamic evolutionary process in the world's urban restoration process has regular time trend. In 

Iran cultural heritage had less old (nearly a century) and in term of preparation and enforcement of rules 

has acted as very descriptive, less experienced and newly. In a general conclusion it can be stated that 

take any action on behalf of cultural heritage experts and practitioners requires coordination with the 

integrated management of municipal and state structures to consider and facilitate the development 

process. 
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Introduction  

It is located along the historical trade route of the Silk Road, the world oldest route; imagine that 

used to train of camels passed through the route. Iran enjoys a great legacy of ruins and hallowed 

stonework. Culture is integral part of Iranian civilization. The art, music, architecture, poetry; 

philosophy, traditions, and ideology of Iran have made it a continuously important nation in the 

global community. In fact, many Iranians believe their culture to be the one and only reason why 

their civilization has continuously survived thousands of years of plethoric calamities. Iran with 

respect to its geographical condition is a paradise for all of the nature lovers. It is four seasons 
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country; tourists can enjoy winter sports in the mountains while others can bathe in the warm 

waters of the southern shores, both within a few hours' drive from the main cities. If you are 

lucky enough to fly into Iran, be sure to ask for a window seat, you might be surprised by what 

you see (Barker, 1982).  

The Iranian Parliament had approved the law on antiquities in October 1930 more than two 

decades after oil was discovered in the southwest of Iran. The discovery, first in the Middle East, 

changed the fate of this ancient region; with the extraction of every barrel from the ground, the 

country could provide fuel for its development and modernization process. But since then, in 

many cases the concept of progress has been standing in contrast with the conservation of 

cultural and natural heritage (Kiani, 2014). Injecting oil money into the economy before 

establishing the essential infrastructures of development pushed it farther away from sustainable 

development, which is meant to respect natural and cultural resources and use them as a driver 

for further development. Although the eight years Iran-Iraq war, 1980- 1988, with irreversible 

damages to build heritage, halted the process of development, the post-war reconstruction phase 

started at an accelerated pace, which created new threats to historic centers, archaeological sites 

and cultural landscapes (George, 1981). Habibi (1994) believes that understanding each 

phenomenon depends on our understanding degree from historical process that phenomenon. In 

order to, understanding the phenomenon and understand its historical process is important to this 

reason that it can help the problems, difficulties and it can answered to the questions that set 

forth in the "status quo" phenomenon (Ogdum, 1946). 

The Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran) is one of the world's oldest civilizations. Due to its ancient 

history, large number of cultural sites and geographic location, the country is vulnerable to 

looting, trafficking, and smuggling of its cultural property, art and antiquities. For the first time 

ever, in order to tackle this threat, the United Nations system is joining hands to provide 

technical cooperation to a member state. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) has set in motion an innovative initiative to support the Islamic Republic of Iran in 

protecting its cultural heritage and combating trafficking in cultural property. Covering the areas 

of legislation, capacity building, and advocacy, this initiative has adopted a multidimensional 

approach to assisting and empowering the government in its efforts to protect its valuable 

cultural property. "This is a very promising programed that is already attracting the interest of 

other member states of the United Nations" said Antonio De Leo, UNODC Resident 
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Representative in Iran. This initiative, carried out in close collaboration with United Nations 

Educational and Scientific Organization (UNESCO), is part of a series of programs designed as a 

collective, coherent and integrated response by the United Nations to national priorities set out in 

the Fifth Five Year National Development Plan of the I.R of Iran, as well as the aspirations of the 

UN Millennium Development Goals (UN, 2014).  

 

Background 

One of the effective fields in creating deterioration in the urban environment is state and 

municipal agencies, laws, rules and regulations. Therefore, in keeping with what was mentioned, 

can be stated that it has a paramount importance due to its structure and its determined targets.  

 

 

Fig.1. The theoretical paradigms of urban restoration. 

Iran Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization has an important role as one of the 

main pillars of culture and art in the country and the administrator of the lasting heritage of the 

ancient civilization of Iran, by considering the immensity of the responsibilities, such as 

introducing Iran’s rich culture and civilization, promoting the cultural, historical, natural and 

tourism potentials and exploiting its advantages and potentials to endorse its position as one of 

the world’s most attractive tourism pole. This issue is especially important in this era in which 

cultural values have become important sources for the production of economical values. The 

development of tourism and restoring cultural heritage in creating positive economic effects has 

noticeably increased and is considered as one of the main factors of creating jobs, increasing 
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foreign currency income and improving the level of payment in all countries. On the other hand 

handicraft, as an independent, local and pure industry with strong artistic, cultural, commercial 

and social characteristics, can have a considerable share in the commerce of the country and play 

a crucial role in introducing the great Iranian art. At first, global status of urban restoration in 

developed countries is examined in three parts:  

1- Scientific - technical theory, and universal character of urban restoration; 

2- Council and international organizations; 

3- World Urban Restoration Act and resolutions. 

And the cultural heritage of Iran is examined in the historical process and the government 

formation in three parts: 

1. foreign archaeological Boards in Iran;  

2. Cultural Heritage laws passed in Iran; 

3. Iran's cultural heritage administration. 

A short review on the opinions and ideas of thinkers and theorists of urban restoration indicate 

that various techniques are used which each of them have been somewhat responsive to 

community needs. For example, Eugene (1896-1814), along with the necessary demolition, 

reconstruction and beautification of edifices worthy style of a museum to preserve the single 

thought. That's why this kind of work, museum conservation remembered. 

Table 1:Based approaches to development and conservation in the urban restoration 

Period Time 

interval 

Contribution to 

conservation 

programs 

Decision criteria Cause damage 

First Period 1785- 1906 Very small King, Courtiers and foreign experts views no law to protect 

Second period 1906-1922 Very small Restrictive and sectional laws West orientation, lack of 

knowledge of foreign experts 

Third Period 1922-1944 Very small King, Courtiers views and personal tastes Tends to destroy the past traces 

and hurried development 

Fourth Period 1944- 1965 Very small Approved laws and limiting schemes Street system, tissue damage and 

physical development 

Fifth period 1965-1979 small Limited conservation projects in the 

tissues 

Museum Encounter and lack of 

sanitation and repair of tissues 

Sixth period 1979-1985 Very small Sectional plans, short-term and limited Lack of cohesive plot 

Seventh Period 1985-2007 Inadequate Restoration and urban renewal initiatives 

tissues 

The trend of modernization and 

imbalance protection 

Source: Authors, 2014.  
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Table 2:List of urban theorists and personalities Global Refurbished 

Theorists names Scientific and place status Time period 

Eugen Viollet Le Duc France Architect  1879- 1814 

John Ruskin Lawyer, poet, philosopher, art critic and English writer 1819-1900 

Kamilositeh Austrian architect 1843-1903 

Kamiloyuito Italian scholar and architect, who is called the father of 

modern urban Refurbished 

1836-1914 

Loca yoltrami Italian architect and painter 1854-1933 

Patrick Geddes Scottish Biology, sociology, anthropology and urban planner 1854-1932 

Gustav Jvanvny Italian architect and author 1873-1933 

Sharon Edwards Zhanrh Switzerland Painter, architect and urban planner 1887-1965 

Louis Mamford Architectural critic, urban designer and cultural historian 1895-1990 

Lodico Koarony Italian  1911-1987 

Kevin Lynch Architect, urban planner and US theorist  1918-1984 

Kenso Tange Japanese thinker architect in urban design 1913-2005 

Sir Terry Farrell English urban planner and Architecture Since 1915 

Robert Vhenchori American Architect Since 1925 

Al doverasi Italian architect and urban planner 1931-1997 

Richard Raggers Italian architect, primer of Tak style Since 1933 

Leonardo bene ted Italian architect and historian  1933 

Christofer Alexander Great American theorist Since 1936 

Renzo Piano Great Italian architecture theorist Since 1937 

Rab Carrier  Luxembourg-born architect Since 1938 

Charles Jencks American architect, architectural historian and critic Since 1939 

Source: Authors, 2014.  

 

Table 3:List of international organizations and councils 

Title Establish Year and Reform Residence country 

Scientific Organization, the United Nations 

Educational and Cultural (UNESCO) 

1945 France - governmental international 

organizations 

Aykum - (International Council of Museums) 1946, 1974, 1989 and 1995 France - an international non-governmental 

organizations 

Aykroom (International Centre for the Study 

of Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 

Property 

1933 & 1956 Italy - governmental international 

organizations 

Aykumous 1965, 1975 & 1977 France - an international non-governmental 

organizations 

Source: Authors, 2014.  

 

Methodology  

Present research has a descriptive-analytical method that is of applied kind. Their theory 

foundation is based on attribution and desk studies and field visits of related organization. 

Information has been collected on their world urban refurbished characteristics (open & closed 
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questionnaire’s) along with interviews. This information is collected in two documents and field 

way.  

 
Fig.2. case study region 

 

Results 

No doubt, guarding the legacy - as it remains today and will tomorrow and for the future health 

of the participants make lasting way - is based on two pillars: one of is spreading and penetration 

of belief and respects to it and another way to eliminate laws and regulations. All rules and 

regulations are necessary to adjust policy, institutional and administrative and with legislation 

rules and regulations governing the protection of cultural heritage by the legislative bodies of the 

country and it has been the legally required to protect of cultural heritage. 
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Table 4:List of approved and promulgated laws in Iran's cultural heritage 

Rules title Year 

The law of authority of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, Industry and beaux 1907 

List of approved and promulgated laws in Iran's Cultural Heritage 1928 

Customs Code - a substance 44 1928 

Law about Preserve National Monuments 1930 

Employment law of Andre Godar 1944 

Municipality law 1955 

Protection of cultural property during war contracts 1958 

Law concerning the duties and powers of governors 1960 

Breakdown of the Ministry of Culture and the formation Ministry of Culture and Art 1964 

Complications obtaining the sum of twenty rials per ton of cement in favor of National Heritage 

Association 

1965 

The law of purchase land and buildings and facilities for the preservation of historic and 

archaeological Heritage 

1968 

The law of National Monuments Record 1973 

The law of Iran accession to convention take all appropriate measures to prohibit and prevent the 

importation and exportation of illicit transfer ownership and cultural property 

1974 

The law of Iran accession to convention of the Protection World Cultural and Natural Heritage 1975 

House bill about Niyavaran and SAADABAD and evaluating the property maintenance 1980 

Legislation about the delivery of all the jewels and palaces of Pahlavi and its affiliates to the maintain 

the Central Bank of Iran approved by Revolutionary council  

1980 

An Act to amend Section "C" about House Bill of Niyavaran and Sadabad 1981 

The law of formation Iranian cultural heritage organization  1985 

The law of Islamic Republic of Iran's membership in international organizations and councils  1986 

The law of Public accounts (114-115) 1987 

Urban land law 1987 

Law on Amendment of some parts of direct taxes law 1987 

The law of Iranian cultural heritage organization Statute 1988 

The first law of applications economic, social and cultural rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran 1990 

Clause 23 of the Finance Act, 1970 1990 

Disruptors in the penal code of the country's economic system 1990 

Reform of the Civil Code (Article 26) 1991 

Two Reunification Act Amendment to the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran's membership 

in international organizations 

1991 

Established the law of organization collecting and selling property acquisition 1991 
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National Buildings and Places Act exemption from the payment of tax 1992 

The second law of applications economic, social and cultural rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran 1995 

Law requiring evacuation of buildings, ministries of culture and education that was available to other 

ministries 

1997 

Iran's accession to the Hague Protocol for the Protection of Cultural Property 1997 

The third law of applications economic, social and cultural rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

(Article 114 , 156, 165 and 166) 

2000 

Obtain necessary permits for building, buying and selling, maintaining, promoting and using metal 

detectors 

2000 

Iran's accession to Private Law Convention on stolen or illegally removed cultural objects 2000 

Law of the Government Financial Regulation (Article 4, 88, 91) 2001 

Article 64 Amendment of the Direct Tax Code law (Section L) 2001 

The law of release historic castle of Falak_al_aflak and deliver it to Cultural Heritage Organization  2003 

The law of formation of Cultural Heritage and Tourism organization  2003 

The fouth law of applications economic, social and cultural rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

(Article 114 , 115 & 105) 

2005 

Iran's accession to the Convention on the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage 2005 

Government of the Islamic Republic's accession to the Convention on the Protection of Underwater 

Cultural Heritage 

2008 

The fifth law of applications economic, social and cultural rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran 2010 

Source: Authors, 2014. 

 

With the Constitution of the organization in 1998, objectives and tasks of the organization were 

determined legally and the activities related to the cultural heritage were obtained by necessary 

consolidation. In the year of 1994, to the proposed of administrative Affairs organization and to 

increase the organization efficiency cultural Heritage was isolated of the Ministry of Higher 

Education and joined to the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance. 

Table 5:List of approved and promulgated laws in Iran's cultural heritage 

Formations in the Iran Foundation 

year 

Aim Important Topics 

The Ministry of Education, Endowments, 

Industry and beaux 

1907 Considering to the government's 

duty in protect of cultural heritage 

National gifts 

The formation of National Museum of Iran 1916 Given more organized form to 

government actions 

Darolfonoon with 270 

object 

Administration consists of the Old Testament 1918 Given more organized form to 

government actions 

Testament 
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Establishment of the National Heritage Board 

- Non-governmental organizations 

1922 Growing public interest in ancient 

Iranian Science and Technology 

heritage 

Restoration of 

monuments and 

honoring the memory of 

Fame 

Reactivation of the National Heritage Board 1944 Growing public interest in ancient 

Iranian Science and Technology 

heritage 

Non-governmental 

organizations 

Department of Conservation of artifacts and 

monuments 

1964 Performed by specialized cultural 

heritage 

Archeological Sites 

The conservation organization of monuments 1965 Performed by specialized cultural 

heritage 

Technical offices in 15 

cities 

Cultural Heritage Organization under the 

supervision  Ministry of Higher Education 

1985 Conservation of cultural identity Effect of cultural 

heritage 

Cultural Heritage Organization under the 

supervision Ministry of Culture and Islamic 

Guidance 

1933 Conservation of cultural identity  

Cultural Heritage and Tourism under the 

supervision of Iranian President 

2003 Integration two organization to 

achieve a market share of 5.1% 

and 2% of global international 

tourism 

National wealth, 

cultural tourism, historic 

towns and villages 

tissue regeneration 

Cultural Heritage Organization, Handicrafts 

and Tourism 

2006 o development the craft and 

creating harmony with tourism 

development policy 

Strengthening and 

development of crafts 

and creating harmony 

with tourism 

development policy 

Source: Authors, 2014. 

 

Conclusion  

In this research it was found that global situation of urban restoration include of three pillars: 

Theorists parties, charters and resolutions (specialized conferences and public) and international 

organizations (governmental and non-governmental organizations).  



American Journal of Sustainable Cities and Society                                                           Issue 3, Vol. 1 January 2014 

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ajscs/ajsas.html                                                  ISSN 2319 – 7277 
 

R S. Publication (http://rspublication.com), rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 272 
 

 

Fig.3. The time process of urban restoration theorists in the world 

In recent years and after the Islamic Revolution of Iran (1979) in some of the laws according to 

historical contexts can be seen attention to cultural heritage organization; the first legislation is 

related to paragraphs 10, 11 and 12 of Article 3 of the Statute of the Cultural Heritage 

Organization Act of 1988 and then in the third five-year plan for economic, social and cultural 

development Islamic Republic of Iran that Act in the 2000. In general it can be stated that in Iran 

cultural heritage, in different periods of time had variety strategy for development and in rather 

other parts of the world it is seemed that don’t has a regular time and laws coordination.  

 

Suggestions 

1. given attention to social emotions in the in the cultural heritage legislation;  

2. using of scientific approaches in cultural and urban restoration; 

3. Lack of attention to other countries' policies about urban restoration; 

4….  
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