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ABSTRACT 

Unemployment in Nigeria has become a nightmare that hunts the country’s existence. 

Government is never at ease, due to the plethora of challenges posed by idleness of the 

youths. The number of people with no job skyrocket on daily basis while quite numbers of 

others are under employed. The higher institutions geometrically graduate students on yearly 

basis, yet no clue at sight as to where they will be engaged. The target of many job seekers 

remains the white collar jobs which are grossly in short supply while the few private 

companies are closing down due to decay of infrastructures. The resultant effect of this is 

enormous- prostitution, kidnapping, armed robbery and militancy among others. So long as 

the number of the unemployed keeps ballooning, the menace continues to steer the country on 

the face and the future seems bleaker. This study therefore examines farming as a panacea to 

unemployment in Nigeria using the experience of Oje-Owode town. Primary data were used 

while structured questionnaires were employed to gather information from one hundred 

respondents from the ten farm blocks in the study area. Descriptive statistics were used to 

present the results. The results revealed that majority of the respondents (80%) earned far 

above the minimum wage paid to the civil servants by the government. It further showed that 

almost all the respondents have valuable properties such as land, houses and vehicles among 

others; and 90% of those properties were financed with proceeds from their farms. The study 

concluded by suggesting some policies aimed at making farming attractive to both the old and 

the young, so as to eliminate the problem of continual unemployment facing the country. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Population surge through natural growth has hit the entire world leading to high competition 

in virtually all human endeavours. The world population currently stands at 7billion and 

estimated to reach 9.2billion by 2050 (Wikipedia, 2014).  This has increasingly led to among 

other things, unemployment and job loss especially in both rural and urban centres. While the 

various administrations, both public and private have failed to provide enough job 

opportunities for the ballooning urban residents, rural-urban migrants have also added to the 

menace thereby aggravating the whole problem. Nigeria currently has to learn its lesson in the 

hard way as unemployment has remained a singular most disturbing nightmare facing the 

government at various levels. The unemployment rate is spiraling, driven by the wave of 

mailto:raheemwasiumayowa@gmail.com
mailto:oyeleyeoyewale@yahoo.com
mailto:magpiel09@gmail.com


American Journal of Sustainable Cities and Society                                                    Issue 3, Vol. 1 January 2014 

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ajscs/ajsas.html                                            ISSN 2319 – 7277 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 420 
 

almost four Million young people entering the workforce every year with only a small fraction 

able to find formal employment.  

 

The general unemployment rate increased from 12.3% in 2006 to 20.6% in 2010 with an 

annual increase of 11%. The resultant effects have been very devastating as reflected in the 

various ills battling Nigerian society, ranging from armed robbery, religious violence, 

kidnapping, cyber crimes, prostitution, youth unrest and insurgency among others.  

 

The problem becomes so burdensome that President Goodluck Jonathan affirmed that 

“Unemployment among our youth is one of our biggest challenges. The time has come to 

create jobs and lay a new foundation for Nigeria’s economic growth”. This was also reiterated 

by Dr Christopher Kolade, the then chairman of the Federal Government’s recently 

inaugurated Subsidy Reinvestment and Empowerment Programme (SURE-P), established to 

cushion the effects of fuel subsidy removal in the country. In his word, about 40 million 

Nigerians (23.9%) majority of who are youths are unemployed. This development arises as a 

result of consistent inability of the authority to absorb about 300,000 graduates churned out of 

our tertiary institutions yearly, (The Nation Newspaper, 2013). 

 

Unarguably, these woes that befall Nigeria can be traced to the discovery of oil in commercial 

quantities in the 1960s and subsequent shift of attention from agricultural businesses for 

which the country was known up till independence, to oil sector. This was further 

compounded by the Udoji Commission that benevolently rewarded civil servants throughout 

the country from the proceeds of oil at the time. This did not only lead to the exodus of rural 

farmers and dwellers to the urban centres in search of white collar jobs, but also relegated 

agricultural activities to the background as many youths and able bodied men completely 

abandon their farms. 

 

However, faced with the reality that not everyone can be engaged by the civil service and the 

oil related companies, many of the rural farmers who had left their farming business stayed 

put in the cities, engaging in menial jobs which could hardly sustain them, while few others 

returned only to cultivate at abysmally so low rate that can hardly feed their family, no thanks 

to different government policies that completely discouraged farming business at the time. 

The trend continues till date as Nigerian economy has since tended towards mono product 

economy relying only on petroleum. 

 

As at 1961 for instance, Nigeria was the leading exporter of groundnut with a world’s share of 

42%. The country also had 27% of the world’s palm oil export, 18% of cocoa and 1.4% of 

cotton as the major West African cotton exporter. This glory however declined over years 

hence Nigeria dominance in the export of groundnut was eclipsed by China, United States of 

America (USA) and Argentina as at 2008. Indonesia and Malaysia took over in palm oil, Cote 

d’voire and Ghana also becomes the leading exporter of cocoa while Mali and Burkina Faso 

led cotton exports. 

 

The competitors maintained their dominance due to strong marketing organizations that linked 

the farmers to markets and provided support in the form of improved planting material, 

fertilizer, credit and rural infrastructure. 

 

Agriculture was and still an important sector of the economy with high potentials for 

employment generation, food security and poverty reduction. However, these potentials have 

remained largely untapped, and have led to dwindling performance of the agricultural sector 
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both domestically and in the international trade over years, and by extension, to an increasing 

rate of unemployment in the country. 

 

This paper therefore, evaluates the role of agriculture in combating the menace of 

unemployment in Nigeria and offers recommendations for policy makers. 

 

2. Justification for the Study 

 

The rate of unemployment in the country is alarming and the accompanied societal menace 

has posed a serious problem to the government in particular and the country at large. Millions 

of higher institutions graduates are idle due to lack of jobs. While those already in urban 

centres across the country are faced with dearth of job opportunities, their counterparts in rural 

areas who have had the erroneous believe that cities are always rosy, troop there only to be 

haunted by the same palaver. With the hope of getting job offer soonest, majority of the rural-

urban migrants end up in the cities thereby adding more pressure to the already over stretched 

infrastructural facilities (Oyeleye, et al., 2013).  

 

Owning to population increase that has over time resulted in waxing number of job seekers in 

the country on the one hand and the inability of the various government establishments as well 

as the private ones to absorb every employable citizens on the other hand, it is pertinent that 

government, as a matter of urgency, diversifies the economy. Also, to curb rural-urban 

migration, the rural areas across the country have to be economically developed (Oyeleye, 

2013). Here, agriculture with all its potentials has been discovered not only to offer direct 

employment to millions of people but also produce raw materials for local industries thereby 

strengthening them to absorb more job seekers. Agriculture is also capable of generating fat 

foreign exchange for the country if well developed, especially at a time when Nigerian 

economy is mono product based. Overdependence on oil is very risky, as it is tantamount to 

having all the country’s eggs in one basket. In overcoming all these, therefore, agriculture 

offers the required opportunities, provided it is well packaged. 

 

3. Aim and Objectives 

 

The aim of the study is to examine the role of agriculture as a panacea to unemployment in 

Nigeria using the Oje-Owode experience as a case study. In order to achieve this lofty aim, 

the following objectives are pursued: to examine the socio economic characteristics of the 

farmers in the study area, evaluate the various farming techniques adopted by them, assess the 

contributions of agriculture to the well being of the people and evaluate their standard of 

living, while also examining the challenges facing the farmers and suggest recommendations 

for the policy makers 

 

3.1. Significance of the study  

 

This research study would be of immense help to individuals, corporate bodies, non-

governmental organizations and government agencies in appreciating the enormous potentials 

in agriculture to solve the chronic unemployment problems bedeviling Nigeria in particular 

and the world in general. It would also be of great help to the government of the day in 

tackling the menace of criminality in the society arising from idleness. Besides, it would bring 

to the fore, the abundant opportunities embedded in agriculture to reduce rural-urban drift in 

order to control over stretching of infrastructural facilities in the cities. So also, the local, state 
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and the federal government planning units can make use of the research findings for rural 

development in Nigeria and the world at large. 

 

3.2 The study area 

 

The study area is Oje-Owode, one of the five towns that make up Saki East Local Government 

area of Oyo State. The community was founded around 18
th

 century by Olude who oral 

history confirmed as the first settler. Oje-Owode is strategically located at the centre of three 

local government headquarters i.e. Saki, Ago-Amodu and Tede, the headquarters of Saki 

West, Saki East and Atisbo local government areas respectively. It is geographically located 

approximately on longitude 3˚ 32’E and latitude 8˚ 35’N. 

 

The mean annual temperature is 26.20˚c. The lowest temperature is experienced in August 

with 24.3˚c as mean and the highest in March with a mean of 28.7˚c. Oje-Owode falls in the 

regions with two seasons like other areas in the Southwest of Nigeria. These include the wet 

season between April and October and the dry season between November and March. The 

town is affected during the dry season by the Tropical Intercontinental Air Mass (Harmattan 

winds), while it is also affected during the wet season by the Tropical Air Mass 

 

 It is situated in the transitional zone between the rainforest geographical region and the 

northern savannah zone, and therefore can be regarded as the derived savannah. The relief is 

relatively plain and the vegetation comprises of both forest and savannah vegetation, 

supporting the cultivation of varieties of crops (both cash and food crops), while grazing lands 

are also available to suit animal rearing. The area is also blessed with fertile land and the soil 

is characterized by fine texture that contains loamy and sandy soil types depending on area. 

All these, whether, soil and vegetation features adequately favor agricultural activities. This 

explains why the inhabitants are predominantly farmers and hunters. It is a town in Oke Ogun 

area of Oyo State which prides itself as the food basket of the state. In addition, craft works 

such as soap making, cloth weaving, blacksmithing are engaged in and locust bean and shear 

butter oil known in local parlance as “Ori” are also produced by women while high proportion 

of the inhabitants also engage in petty trading. The town is approximately 160km from 

Ibadan, the state capital, about 402km from Abuja the Federal Capital Territory and from 

Lagos the commercial nerve centre of Nigeria, it is approximately 276km. 

 

4. Conceptual frame work and Literature review   

4.1 Concept of Agriculture 

 

The definition of agriculture changes over time. Agriculture is the cultivation of plants and 

husbandry of animals, that is, the management of living things and ecosystems to produce 

goods and services for the people. Agriculture includes farming; ranching; aquaculture; 

apiculture; horticulture; viticulture; animal husbandry, including, but not limited to, the care 

and raising of livestock, and fur-bearing animals; poultry husbandry and the production of 

poultry and poultry products; dairy production; the production of field crops, tobacco, fruits, 

vegetables, nursery stock, ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, sod, and mushrooms 

among others.(Nchuchuwe and Adejuwon, 2012) 

 
 According to Mabuza et al, (2008), Agriculture is the cultivation of land, raising and rearing 

of animals for the purpose of production of food for man, animals and industries. It involves 

and comprises of crop production, livestock and forestry, fishery, processing and marketing of 

those agricultural production. 
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The concept of unemployment 

According to Fajana (2000), unemployment refers to a situation where people who are willing 

and capable of working are unable to find suitable paid employment. Unemployment can be 

described using different indices, however, for the purpose of this study; the International 

Labour Organization definition will be sufficed. The International Labour Organization (ILO) 

defines the unemployed as numbers of the economically active population who are without 

work but available for and seeking work, including people who have lost their jobs and those 

who have voluntarily left work (World Bank, 1998).  

 

It is one of the macro-economic problems which every responsible government is expected to 

monitor and regulate due to its accompanied consequences. The higher the unemployment rate 

in an economy the higher would be the poverty level and associated welfare challenges.  

 

4.2 Agriculture and employment generation 

 

 Agriculture is the backbone of Africa’s economy. In fact, it is still the leading employer of 

young rural people in developing countries. It employs nearly one-half of the labor force. 

Indeed, a high share of rural communities and especially the rural poor are directly or 

indirectly dependent on agriculture through farming, food processing, fishing, forestry, and 

trade (Muhammed, 2007; Abayomi, 2006; Ogen, 2007; Oyeleye, et al., 2013 and Central Bank 

of Nigeria, 1968). Olorunfemi and Adesina (1998) had also argued that agriculture assumed 

the centre-stage of Nigeria’s economy in the decade 1960-1970, when it was nationally 

reckoned and utilized as the major income earner for both the people and the government. 

Besides supplying local food needs for the population, the production of such cash crops as 

cocoa, groundnuts, palm produce etc. were regionally strengthened as the major sources of 

Nigeria’s foreign exchange earnings. 

 

About 70% of Africans and roughly 80% of the continent’s poor live in the rural areas and 

depends mainly on agriculture for their livelihood. The sector accounts for about 20% of 

Africa’s GDP (ECA, 2004), 60% of its labor force and 20% of the total merchandise exports. 

Agriculture is the main source of income for 90% of rural population in Africa. It represents a 

great part of the Africa’s share in world trade. On the list of 20 top agricultural and food 

commodity importers in 2004, 60% are from Sub-Saharan Africa. African countries represent 

also 50% of top 20 countries, in terms of the Share of total agriculture/ total exported 

merchandise in the world (ECA, 2007).   

 Agriculture also has a high multiplier effect, which means that agricultural investment can 

generate high economic and social returns and enhance economic diversification as well as 

social development. (Nchuchuwe and Adejuwon, 2012) 

4.3 Unemployment in Nigeria 

 

Unemployment has almost crippled Nigerian economy. Apart from the multitude of new job 

seekers that are churned out from higher institutions yearly,  the number of unemployed 

people keep increasing on daily basis as closing down of industries resulting from breakdown 

of infrastructures keep leading to mass retrenchment of employees. This is further aggravated 

by the downsizing activities going on in the various government and private establishments 

across the country due to bad economy. In the last decade, high profile companies have left 

the shore of Nigeria for other African countries particularly Ghana and South Africa due to 

what they commonly referred to as infrastructural collapse. They abruptly closed down 

leaving millions of their employees in the already saturated labour markets. 
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For years, young people have been underused and neglected by their communities, by 

governments and by international organizations. Globally, young people are three times more 

likely to be unemployed than adults. Equally worrying is the plight of the estimated 300 

million young people classified as working poor. They earn less than US$2 a day, outnumber 

young unemployed people by a factor of four and typically work in rural areas. Compared to 

their older peers, young rural people face particular constraints in gaining access to land, 

credit and new technologies.(IFPRI, 2012). They also need wider educational opportunities 

and access to relevant vocational training programmes. They are a group who need and 

deserve special attention, support and follow-up. With their energy, their passion and their 

talents, they can help to solve many of the serious problems the world faces today. But first 

we must give them the tools they need. (Ayoola, 2009) 

 

4.4 Agriculture and Nigerian economy 

 

Agriculture contributes immensely to the Nigerian economy in various ways, namely, in the 

provision of food for the increasing population; supply of adequate raw materials to the 

growing industrial sector; a major source of employment; generation of foreign exchange 

earnings; and, provision of a market for the products of the industrial sector (Okumadewa, 

1997; World Bank, 1998). 

 

It is the most important sector of the economy from the standpoint of rural employment, 

sufficiency in food and fiber, and export earning prior to the discovery of oil. This is based on 

the fact that as at independence in 1960, little was known of petroleum as a source of revenue 

for the Nigerian economy. There was so much sustained emphasis on agriculture that Nigeria 

was a major exporter of such agricultural products as palm produce, cocoa, groundnut, cotton 

and rubber. In addition to these cash crops, the national agricultural system was able to 

produce enough of food crops like yam, cassava, maize, millet, sorghum and soya beans to the 

extent that there was almost no need for food importation. Hitherto, agriculture accounted for 

over 60% of the Nation’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, with the advent of 

petroleum in the early 1970s, petroleum became the country’s major foreign exchange earner 

and agriculture became grossly neglected (Oni, 2008) 

 

4.5 Contributions of agriculture to Nigerian economy 

 

In spite of the low profile in agricultural sector, its contribution to the economy cannot be over 

emphasized. To date and forever, great deals of opportunities still exist in the sector if well 

developed. Agriculture has been responsible for provision of food for the teeming population 

of the country, in other words, it ensures food security without which no industrial or 

economic development can flourish. Also, the role of agriculture in employment generation is 

unprecedented, as more than 70% of the total population is employed in agriculture and its 

allied industries. This role in itself makes agriculture the singular provider of jobs in 

developing countries (Longe, 2008). The contribution of agriculture is also widely felt in its 

provision of raw materials for industries. As observed by Abayomi, (2006); Child, 2008 and 

Uniamikogbo,(2007), development in agriculture is a requirement for industrial development 

because of its supply of basic raw materials for the industries. 

 

Similarly, agriculture constitutes substantial source of foreign exchange earnings in the 

country, particularly before the discovery of oil in commercial quantities. These have been 

utilized in the development of infrastructural projects across the regional divide of the 

country. While the South Western region prides herself in the production of Cocoa and Kola, 
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the North was known for Groundnut and the East, Oil palm. And the revenue from these 

products was used to finance major projects. E.g. the first Television station in Africa located 

in Ibadan. 

 

4.6 Dwindling fortune of agriculture in Nigeria 

 

At independence in 1960, agriculture including farming and herding, accounted for the largest 

component of Nigeria’s GDP, employing over 70 percent of the economically active 

population. Before 1970 the sector had contributed more than 75 percent of export earnings, 

however, since then, agricultural production has stagnated, partly due to government neglect 

and poor investment, and also due to ecological factors such as drought, disease, and 

reduction in soil fertility.  

 

Besides, agricultural jobs are frequently beset by low pay, low productivity, under 

employment, lack of social protection and exposure to a variety of risks, including weather 

patterns and volatile markets. These are the reasons why young rural people are increasingly 

turning their backs on agriculture. Many prefer to migrate to urban centres or even to other 

countries in the hope of finding decent jobs, though, they discover quickly that they lack the 

skills, training and networks to compete in already saturated job markets.  
 
Nigeria, like many other African countries has abundant arable land and labor which, with 

sound policies, could be translated into increased production, incomes and food security. 

These have not materialized because of lack of consistent policies and/or effective 

implementation strategies. Thus, despite agriculture accounting for 70 per cent of the labor 

force, over 25 per cent of GDP and 20 per cent of agribusinesses in most countries Nigeria 

inclusive, it continues to be given low priority. As noted by Fasipe, (1990), in a bid to address 

this drift, the Nigerian government as from 1975 became directly involved in the commercial 

production of food crops. Several large scale agricultural projects specialising in the 

production of grains, livestock, dairies and animal feeds, to mention but a few were 

established. Sugar factories were also established at Numan, Lafiagi and Sunti (Lawal, 1997). 

The Nigerian Agricultural and Co-operative Banks (NACBs) were established in 1973 as part 

of government's effort to inject oil wealth into the agricultural sector through the provision of 

credit facilities to support agriculture and agro-allied businesses (Olagunju, 2000). 

In spite of these efforts, it is heartrending to note that as from the mid 70s, Nigeria became a 

net importer of various agricultural products. In 1982 alone, Nigeria imported 153,000mt tons 

of palm oil at the cost of 92 million USD and 55,000mt tons of cotton valued at 92 million 

USD (Alkali, 1997). Between 1973 and 1980, a total of 7.07 million tons of wheat, 1.62 

million tons of rice and 431,000 tons of maize were imported. Thus, from N47.8 million in the 

60s, the cost of food imports in Nigeria rose to N88.2 million in 1970 and N1, 027.0 million 

in 1988 (Alkali, 1997). Since the 1990s and until the ban on rice importation, Nigeria has been 

spending an average of 60 million USD on the importation of rice annually. Indeed, in 1994, 

the agricultural sector performed below the projected 7.2 per cent of budgetary output (Lawal, 

1997). 

 

Between 1995 and 1998 the government further embarked on the reformation of the lending 

policies of the Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme (ACGS) for easier access to agricultural 

credit schemes. It also established the Calabar Export Processing Zone (EPZ) and initiated the 

Enugu, Kaduna, Jos, and Lagos EPZs with each specializing in specific food and export crops. 

In fact, the National Rolling Plan for 1996-1998 assumed that by year 2000, Nigeria would 

have been able to feed its population, develop the capacity to process agricultural raw 
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materials both for local industries and for export and significantly increase the contributions 

of the agricultural sector to the GDP (Lawal, 1997). By the mid-1990s, agriculture’s share of 

exports in Nigeria had declined to less than 5 percent, which led to changing fortune of the 

country from an exporter of food to nearby countries to a net importer of food and fibre from 

other countries of the world. The food import bill is ever increasing, reaching $24 billion in 

2001. Presently agriculture contributes about 41% of the GDP and still employs about 70% of 

the work force; the contribution of agriculture in the GDP is made up of crops (85%), 

livestock (10%), fisheries (4%) and forestry (1%) (Ayoola, 2009). 

 

The traditional cash crops produced in the country include oil palm, cacao, rubber, and cotton, 

all of which were once exported but are now sold mostly locally. The output of agriculture, 

however, depends on smallholders who are generally poor and use cutlasses and hoes as the 

basic tools in the technology of production (Fasoranti, 2008). Thus the county has lost its 

previous position as a leading supplier of agricultural produce into the world market with 

cocoa production stagnating at around 180,000 tons compared to 300,000 tons 25 years ago. 

The trend is the same for other commodities of historic importance, such as groundnut and 

palm oil which have also witnessed dramatic decline in production. Furthermore, the country 

which used to be the biggest poultry producer in Africa has receded in status from 40 million 

birds annually to about 18 million (Ayoola, 2009)  

 

In a similar manner, an analysis of crop yield indices by Doreo, FAO reported that Nigeria’s 

low fertilizer and improve seed utilization and inadequate government expenditure were 

largely responsible for the low productivity and the inability to compete with others. For 

instance IFDC revealed that average fertilizer use in Nigeria is just 13kg/hectare compare to a 

World average of 100kg/hectare and 150kg/hectare for Asia. Percentage of farmers who had 

access to improved seed has also been recorded to be very low as only 5% of the farmers 

could access the seeds compared to 25% in East Africa and 60 % in Asia. In terms of 

agricultural mechanization intensity, Nigeria could only record 10 tractors per 100hectares 

compared to Indonesia with 241tractors per 100 hectare. Hence the farmers need to survive on 

less efficient traditional tools. The irrigation system in the country could only cover 0.8% of 

the arable land compared with 28% obtainable in Thailand. Across the board, Nigeria ranks at 

the bottom on agricultural indices (FMARD, 2011). 

Against this performance background, poverty was pervasive, given the high proportion of the 

population below the poverty line (47% in 2000), inflation typically in double digits for a 

number of years, which reached a modal level of 72.8% in 1995 and unemployment rate is 

astronomically high. 

 

5. Research Methodology 

 

This study made use of both primary and secondary data. The primary data were sourced 

through the use of well structured questionnaires, administered on the sampled population of 

the ten farm blocks into which the study area was divided. In all, 100 questionnaires were 

randomly administered in the study area, field observations, oral interviews, focus group 

discussion were also used to gather relevant information. The secondary data such as the 

concepts of agriculture and unemployment and contributions and challenges of agriculture 

among others were sourced from relevant literature. Information such as the latitude and 

longitude of the study area were also gathered from the internet and other published 

documents. The information collected were analyzed using descriptive analysis in form of 

cross tabulation, table, percentage and frequency count. This was done with the aid of 

computer software program known as Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).  
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6. Results and Discussion of findings 

Table 1.  Socio economic characteristics of the respondents. 

1. 
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9. 

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Age  

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-60 

61-80 

Total 

Educational qualifications 

Primary 

Secondary 

Tertiary 

No formal 

Total 

Marital status 

Single 

Married 

Divorced 

Widow 

Total 

Nationality 

Nigerian 

Non Nigerian 

Total 

 Origin 

Indigene 

Non indigene 

Total 

Previous occupation 

Trading 

Artisan 

Civil servant 

Total 

Form of marriage 

Polygamy 

Monogamy 

Others 

Total 

Number of children 

Less than 5 

More than 5 

Total  

 

Frequency 

80 

20 

100 

F 

11 

27 

36 

19 

07 

100 

F 

24 

42 

18 

16 

100 

F 

03 

91 

03 

03 

100 

F 

86 

14 

100 

F 

70 

30 

100 

F 

23 

28 

16 

100 

F 

59 

40 

- 

100 

F 

44 

52 

100 

Percentage 

80.0 

20.0 

100 

% 

11.0 

27.0 

36.0 

19.0 

7.0 

100 

% 

24.0 

42.0 

18.0 

16.0 

100 

% 

3.0 

91.0 

3.0 

3.0 

100 

% 

86.0 

14.0 

100 

% 

70.0 

30.0 

100 

% 

23.0 

28.0 

16.0 

100 

% 

59.0 

40.0 

- 

100 

% 

44.0 

52.0 

100 

 

               Source: Authors’ fieldwork 2014 
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6.1 Socio economic characteristics of the respondents 

As shown in table 1, the number of male farmers (80%) in the study area is in the majority as 

against female with 20%. This indicates that male dominates in farming activities in the area 

while their female counterparts engage more in petty trading and other farm related businesses 

such as gathering and processing of farm produce. 

 

The age distribution of the respondents as indicated in the table shows that farmers in the age 

bracket 41-50 has the highest percentage with 36%, next to it is the age range between 31-40 

while ages in the brackets of 21-30, 51-60 and 61-80 have 11%, 19% and 7% respectively. 

From this, it can be inferred that in the study area, the youths between the ages of 21-50 form 

the majority of the farmers. This is interesting as it negates most previous studies that 

observed aging population of farmers in the developing countries particularly Nigeria (Olujide 

and Adeogun, 2006). 

 

 The table equally shows the educational qualification of the respondents as the respondents 

with primary school certificate to be 24%, those in  possession of secondary school certificate 

as 42% while the respondents with tertiary education certificate constitutes 18% and those 

without formal education among them are made up of 16%. This result shows that majority of 

the respondent 84% can at least read and write as against the 16% of them who were 

illiterates. It can thus be inferred that with the high level of literacy among farmers in the 

study area, their knowledge of farming is likely to be enriched and affected their yield 

considerably. 

 

The marital status of the respondents as indicated in the table reflects that 91% of the sample 

population is married, 3% single while others are either divorced or separated. As to the 

nature of marriage, 59% of them practice polygamy, while monogamy recorded 40%. This 

implies that the fear of ability to raise family is erased as many of them as farmers could 

conveniently take care of themselves and their families. This is further corroborated by the 

number of children of the respondents as also indicated in table 1, where the majority with 

52% claimed to have number of children in the range of greater than 5, while 44% reported to 

have less than five children. Thus, it can safely be concluded that the respondents could raise 

enough resources to support large family size. Also, it might be that many of them engage in 

the practice of polygamy because of labour intensive nature of farming. Regarding the 

nationality of the respondents, 86% of them are Nigerian while only 14% reported to have 

come from the neighbouring countries especially Republic of Benin and Togo. The 

respondents’ place of origin also shows that while 70% of them claim to be indigene of the 

study area, others (30%) said they are non indigene. And of the 86% Nigerian, 77% reported 

to be of Yoruba extraction, Hausa 4%, Igbo 1% and others 4%. This figure goes to indicate 

that even though some of the farmers came to farm in the study area, majority of them are 

indigenes who are full time farmers. On the occupation of the respondents before finally 

settling for farming, 23% of them said they were into trading, 28% artisan and 16% claimed 

civil servants. It can be deduced from this report that perhaps due to collapse of infrastructures 

such as electricity on which many artisans depend, there was low production and gain in 

returns leading to choosing farming as succor. The same could be said of those who were 

hitherto in trading business but who have now become full time farmers. It can therefore be 

deduced that opportunities abound in farming in the study area.    
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Table 2. Farming techniques adopted by the farmers 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

6. 

Farming Practice 

Animal Husbandry 

Crop Production 

Both  

Total  

Types Of Animal Kept 

Poultry 

Sheep 

None  

Total  

Types Of Crop 

Cash Crops 

Food Crops 

Both  

Total 

Land acquisition method 

Family inheritance 

Purchase 

Rent/lease 

Others 

No response 

Total 

Access to modern storage facilities 

Yes 

No 

Total 

Place of storage if No 

In the house 

Improvised store 

Others  

Total   

Frequency 

20 

70 

10 

100 

F 

15 

10 

75 

100 

F 

21 

37 

42 

100 

F 

62 

02 

03 

30 

03 

100 

F 

16 

84 

100 

F 

46 

51 

03 

100 

Percentage 

20.0 

70.0 

10.0 

100 

% 

15.0 

10.0 

75.0 

100 

% 

21.0 

37.0 

42.0 

100 

% 

62 

2.0 

3.0 

30.0 

3.0 

100 

% 

16 

84 

100 

% 

46.0 

51.0 

3.0 

100 

 

Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

 

6.2. Distribution of respondents by farming technique 

Table 2. shows the respondents farming techniques and as indicated 20% of the respondents 

agreed to animal rearing farmers, 67% engage in crop production while 10% practice mixed 

farming. From the table, it can therefore be deduced that crop production is predominant 

among the farmers in the area. The high preference for the production of crop emanates from 

the fact that the area is characterized by plain, fertile expanse of land that supports cultivation 

of varieties of crop. Conversely, the low preference for animal husbandry might not be 

unconnected to the occurrence of tse-tse fly, as the area lies in the southern part of the 

country. Even those who rear animals keep them in confinement and are mostly poultry 

farmers. According to the result, majority of the respondents with 37% engage in the 

production of food crops such as yam, cassava, maize, millet and vegetables among others, 

21% in cash crop like cotton, cocoa, cashew and others and 33% both. Further probe into this 

figure revealed that the growers of food crops were dominant because they often find ready 

market for their produce as against their counterparts in the cash crop production who were 

usually at the mercy of middlemen before getting their produce sold. Also, due to variation in 
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the soil characteristics across the farm blocks in the study area, some respondents could not 

venture into the production of cash crops such as cocoa and cashew among other mainly 

because the soil do not support such. 

As also shown in table 2, the distribution of respondents according to the means of land 

acquisition for farming activities revealed that 62% of the farmers acquire land through family 

inheritance, 2% purchase, 3% in the rent category and 30% for others. This result further 

implies that since the majority of the respondents were origin of the study area, getting land 

for farming was not a problem as it was readily available for use any time. It can also be seen 

from the result that the category of respondents who rent and purchase land was put at just 

5%, when interviewed further on the prices paid the land owners, it was discovered that they 

actually paid what is referred to as “Isakole” a form of token royalty, not necessarily outright 

sale. And this according to them was common among the non indigenous respondents. The 

30% in the others categories involved mostly of arrangement like “borrowing” of a piece of 

land for farming activities at no cost whatsoever. From the analysis, it can be deduced that 

perhaps, as a rural area land as much as needed for farming activities were available in the 

study area at virtually little or no cost to both the indigenes and non indigenes. This 

development greatly promotes agriculture as cost of acquiring hectares of land would have 

been eliminated. 

 

On availability and access to modern storage facilities, the result as shown in table 2 also 

revealed that 16% of the respondents have access to modern stores while 84% reported no to 

availability and access to such. Those without modern storage facilities when asked where 

they store their farm produce, the responses indicated that 46% they store their produce in the 

house, 51% in improvised store and 1% for others. The implication of this result when further 

investigated revealed that lack of storage facilities lead to wastage of farm produce. In order to 

avoid waste therefore, most respondents resort to “farm to market system” which in most 

cases lead to loss of substantial gains to the buyers who extort their lack of stores to buy at 

give away prices during surplus period. The buyers who on their own have warehouses where 

they can store these produce later sell during scarcity period and smile to the banks. 

 

Table 3. Possession of valuable properties 

Possession Responses 

       Yes         No                                

Total  

F % F % F  % 

Possession of land 64 64 36 36 100 100 

Possession of house 53 53 47 47 100 100 

Possession of private car 22 22 78 78 100 100 

Possession of commercial 

vehicle 

12 12 88 88 100 100 

Possession of motorcycle 59 59 41 41 100 100 

Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

 

6.3. Respondents’ possession of properties 

Presentation in table 3 shows distribution of possession of valuable properties by respondents. 

It indicates that 64% of the respondents possess landed property, 53% reported to have 

possessed house, 22% private car while 12% claimed to have commercial vehicles and 59% 

were owners of motorcycle. It can be deduced from this result that majority of the respondents 

could be said to be of high status going by degree of possession of landed properties and 

houses which in this part of the world are regarded as symbols of affluence. On the contrary, 
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however, the result indicated that majority of the respondents claimed to have neither 

commercial vehicle nor private car with 88% and 78% respectively. This revelation might not 

be unconnected with the fact that roads in the rural areas are not motorable coupled with the 

believe that car maintenance is costly. Very few commercial vehicles possessed by the 

respondents were for conveying farm produce. Also, motorcycles are more preferred as that 

can be used as alternative to car on the bad roads. 

 

Table 4. Source of finance for possession 

 Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Financing possession with 

proceeds from farming 

Yes  90 90.0 

No  10 10.0 

 Total  100 100 

Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

6.4. Distribution of respondents by sources of finance for possession 

Table 4 shows the sources of finance for the various properties possessed by the respondents. 

From the table it can be seen that majority of the respondents 90% claimed to have financed 

their properties from proceeds from their farming business while 10% reported no, admitting 

to foot the bill from other sources. It can be concluded from this analysis therefore that many 

of the farmers are self sufficient and have financial independence. Despite high cost of 

automobiles and building materials, majority of the respondents could still source for finance 

from within their means without borrowing from relatives or taking loans from banks.  

  

Figure 1. Yearly income of the respondents (in Naira) 

 
Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

 

6.5. Distribution of respondents by yearly income 

 

Figure 1 shows the yearly income of the respondents in the study area and it revealed that 

15% of the respondents reported to be millionaire as having more than one million naira as 

annual income while 20% claimed to have less than N216,000 and 65% reported to have 

yearly income of between N216,000 and N999,000. The analysis of this result indicates that 

though people in this part of the world maintain secrecy concerning their level of income due 

to fear of taxation among other things, the respondents’ responses show that substantial 
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number of them were above poverty line as they earn more than a US dollar per day. Also, as 

can be seen from the analysis, 80% of the respondents earn more than the current minimum 

wage paid the Nigerian civil servants by the government and thus, it is safe to conclude that 

farming is a viable enterprise capable of eliminating unemployment problem in Nigeria if 

given the required attention. 

 

Figure 2. Problems facing farming 

 
Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

 

6.6. Problems facing farming in the study area 

 

Just as it is the norm generally in the developing countries of the world, agriculture faces a 

plethora of problems leading to low productivity. These problems range from financial 

deficiency to shortage of labour, market, farm input and storage facilities among others. In the 

study area, as shown in figure 2, it was a general opinion of the respondents that high cost of 

farm input such as seed, tractor and its accessories and fertilizer among others have been a 

clog in the wheel of success of the farming business. Except for shortage of labour where 

opinion of the respondents were almost at par as to whether or not it constitutes a problem 

with 58% yes and 42% no, for all other problems, it is observed that majority of the 

respondents responded in the affirmative i.e. they agreed that all the problems listed in figure 

2 constitute major problem to farming. The most striking of this result is the shortage of 

labour, which in spite of agriculture being a labour intensive occupation, only 58% of the 

respondents agreed it constituted problem while 42% said no. Further investigation from the 

respondents however revealed that there was influx of migrant labourers from the neighboring 

countries of the republic of Togo and Benin who were always at their service throughout the 

season. “Once you have money, labour is not a problem” said one of the farmers’ leaders 

interviewed. 
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Other major teething problems as reported by the respondents as indicated in figure 4 included 

Fulani herdsmen constituting 86%, theft 9% and diseases 5%. The analysis of this result 

shows that almost all farmers in the study area were affected by the activities of the Fulani and 

Bororos who usually in search of pasture for their cattle destroyed farm produce running to 

several millions of naira. They were also reported to have involved in the killing of farmers 

who dare to stop them and raping women in the bush. Theft was also reported to have 

constituted a problem, albeit, to a lesser extent. There were reported cases of pilferage of farm 

produce right from the field and in stores in the night when the farmers would have left for 

home. This was aided by the unavailability of modern storage facilities where farm produce 

can be safely stored. Result also has diseases as one of the problems, however, this was found 

to be predominantly the case among the respondents engaged in animal husbandry. They 

identified diseases such as Cocodiosis and foot sore diseases among others as the most 

rampant in their farms. From all these analysis, it can be concluded that farming in the study 

area, as is the case all over Nigeria is bedeviled with numerous problems which the 

respondents agreed lead to low productivity and less returns. 

 

Figure 4. Other domiciled problems 

 
Source: Authors’ field work 2014 

 

7. Planning and policy issues 

The study has been able to present numerous findings that are eye openers in human quest for 

better living standard. It has shown that against the general believe that farmers are poor 

people who cannot attain better status in the society; farming business offers many citizens 

juicy opportunity to earn better income, at times even than some white collar jobs.  

The following recommendations are therefore suggested for enduring national planning and 

human development  

 

1. It has been acknowledged worldwide even before the occurrence of the regrettable global 

economic recession that no government, no matter how benevolent it might be, can afford 

to provide all the needs of its people (Ogunleye-Adetona, and Oladeinde, 2013), neither 

can it provide employment opportunities for all the citizens. Instead, enabling environment 

can be provided for private investments to thrive by making policies that promote such. To 
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this end, Nigerian government at various levels is encouraged to develop policies that 

promote agriculture where youth can be engaged without necessarily hanging on 

government for white collar jobs that are often non existence. Given agricultural potentials 

in Nigeria, most poverty alleviation progammes should indeed be directed towards youth 

empowerment through agriculture. 

2. While this is ongoing, there should be sensitization for the youth especially young 

graduates, enlightening them on the potentials in farming. And government should as a 

sign of seriousness support them with various incentives so as to encourage massive 

participation in farming activities. This will greatly empower millions of youth who would 

have been perpetually jobless. 

3. As revealed by the study, land tenure system is a major problem militating against 

commercial farming in Nigeria and indeed, many other developing countries. It is 

recommended that government re- open farm settlements across the states of the 

federation and where such idea is not in existence, it should be launched. Through this 

measure, vast hectares of land can be acquired by government and allocated to farmers 

and youths. This idea will not only eliminate barrier of access to land but ensure enough 

and secured farmlands for commercial farming. In addition, they should be supported by 

making available farm machinery and input such as tractor and its accessories, improved 

breeds of crops and animals and fertilizer among others, all at cheaper rates. 

4. For local industries to thrive there must be protection against external competition and/or 

domination. In the same vein, for farmers to reap the benefit of their hard labour, 

government needs to ensure strict regulation on importation of agricultural products. 

Nigerian market is known to have been flooded with foreign staple foods such as Thailand 

and Brazilian rice which deprive the local products of the necessary patronage. 

5. It has been established by the study that shortage or outright lack of modern storage 

facilities are responsible for loss of greater part of farmers’ profit to the middlemen, who 

were always at hand to buy from the farmers at cheaper rate during harvesting periods 

because they (the farmers) do not have place to store their produce. In order to avoid 

wastage therefore, they are at the mercy of the middlemen who often dictate the price. 

This development is a common phenomenon in Nigerian farming environment. In order to 

forestall this ugly situation, Government should ensure that substantial fund is earmarked 

for agricultural sector, from which silos and modern stores can be constructed across farm 

sites in the country.     

6. Financial deficiency has hampered most farming businesses in Nigeria, and the fear of 

collateral security and heavy interest rates prevent most farmers from approaching 

financial institutions for loans. To this end, it is recommended that government support 

her activities towards farming with vibrant policies that promote good lending 

environment for agricultural related investments. Financial institutions should also be 

made to promote farming activities as a way of corporate social responsibility. In addition, 

agricultural related financial banks such as Agricultural Development Banks (ADBs) and 

others in those categories should be revived and allocated substantial budget with the 

mandate to promote farmers and their activities. 

7. Since farming practices are predominantly rural related, rural infrastructures should be 

totally overhauled and new ones established. Roads should be periodically rehabilitated 

and new ones opened up to link farm sites with the markets where farmers can sell their 

produce. Produce markets and board as were the case in the days of cocoa and kola nut 

should also be re established to protect farmers from excessive loss. 

8. The study revealed a stunning invasion of Fulani herdsmen who usually wreck havoc on 

farm field, produce in the stores and human beings. This is a common phenomenon in 

Nigeria- in the South, North, West, East, and the Middle Belt, Fulani herdsmen are known 
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to have inflicted injuries and even killed farmers in encounters. Women are also not 

spared as there are often cases of rape while farm fields and produce worth several 

millions of naira have also been destroyed. The clashes usually results from competition 

for farm and grazing land between farmers and the Fulani herdsmen. (Haan, 2002; Adisa, 

2011a). It is therefore strongly recommended that government should as a matter of 

urgency, enact a law to establish grazing reserves across the country. Obviously, the two 

activities are agricultural related and important, hence, one cannot be eliminated for the 

other, in fact; they should compliment, rather than compete with each other. So, with 

adequate planning, the two can conveniently co- exist without rancor. 

9. Government through various agricultural related agencies should establish and encourage 

more extension service programmes through which farmers can learn modern techniques 

of farming. Veterinary services should also be introduced as part of the extension team to 

carry out routine vaccination and immunization on farm animals to guide against outbreak 

of diseases. 

10. The use of economic instruments to protect farmers is also highly recommended. 

Mechanisms such as floor pricing for farm produce can be helpful while subsidy, tax 

exemption, incentives and overall reduction in all farm related expenses should be 

engaged as a veritable tool to boost farmers’ morale.   
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