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Abstract 

The Present study necessity is that the quality of the rural locations is one of the most important issues 

that are essential for sustainable development, as the desired rural locations over time reduces 

immigration and avoids villages to be haunted. The Studies of migration pathological processes and 

haunting villages, all are in consensus on a decrease in quality aspects of residence and living locations. 

On the other hand, the aforementioned process has led to villager's mental dissatisfaction. These 

dissatisfactions range from mental / emotional depressions to different forms of dissatisfaction. This 

article aims to analyze and evaluate the quality of rural locations and the role of rural municipality 

administrators and councils in improving the quality of the living environment in the Adimi Rural district, 

so this is a descriptive analytical study using SPSS software. First, according to research objective, 

locational quality indicators and villagers' satisfaction of the services of rural municipality administrators 

was determined in the form of quantitative scores and then by comparing these scores, vulnerable 

components were identified. The results of the proposed factor analysis model for the evaluation of 

effective factors on the locational quality of Adimi villages shows that from total 29 studied variable, 9 

factors can be extracted. Factors that are determined from the factor analysis model proposed in this paper 

have a 90 percent certainty in the explanation of significant dependent parameters. Finally, an effective 

framework for achieving desirable rural location was provided. 
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Introduction 

Several definitions have been proposed for the term "location" which altogether suggests that it is a unit 

space, such as a city, village or country which is the center of deliberate and intentional actions of human, 

which is occupied by him where he learns living experience. Each location has its own unique 

circumstances. The concept of location in the new interpretations takes humanistic form in which social 

relationships, identity, and life is revealed and it is tied with the life, history, values, emotions, social 

relationships (Hafez Nia, 2006: 157 ).according to Flint what we do, what we are aware of , what we 

think of and what we know is a function of the location in which we live and since each location has a 

specific nature, thus provides a variety of experiences (Badii Azandahy and others, 2008: 161).In the 

concept of geographic location, cultural geographers and anthropologists focus on the locational feeling 

or the identity which is created by living in a location (Shokoee, 2008: 279).Ralph says: location is a part 

of human environment, which has different meanings, activities and prospects. Rose believes that location 

is the inducer of meanings and feelings. In other words, "location" includes a mixture of memories, 

emotional experiences and statements (Hague & Jennkinson, 2005, 4).Agnive considers location to have 3 

key components i.e. Location, position, and emotional load. the emotional load is related with location's 

structure and human's activities is performed around it.by combining the location's structure and the type 

of human's activity, the emotional load is created in geographical and social aspects.( Muir , 2000: 34 ) 

human searches His roots in a special location and belongs to a location where freedom, basic necessities 

and his security is insured. Where they chose to live in and in which he determines a location for the 

burial of their relatives. Spatial dependence, creates interests in humans which causes sadness and 

depression when they are separated from him (Shokoee, 2008: 274-275).In this sense, locations are the 

source of individual, centralized and collective identity in which emotional bonds are established between 

people(ibid.2008, 276).Population movements in different international, national, regional and local 

levels are influenced by a hierarchy of needs and expectations that are raised in various stages of human 

life for having a better life.in fact, The spatial behavior of human is affected by different values and 

criteria that have been raised in different times. On the one hand, These values are due to his economic, 

social and cultural properties on the other hand they are derived from conditions which is imposed on him 

by environment. Considering this type of values, his tendency to change his lifestyle and environment can 

be explained (Simonsen, 1991, 419). 
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Figure (1): measurable indicators to evaluate the quality of location, authors, 2012 

In fact, location is considered as one of the most important aspects of life quality and the Pathology of the 

current situation of rural areas and providing solutions is one of the most important factors that influence 

rural development .Due to the discussed problems and questions and in order to achieve research 

objectives these questions are raised: 

Does the existence of rural municipality administrators affect the locational quality of villages? 

Does the Existence of a literate village's administrator affect the optimal parameters of locational quality? 

Background and Theoretical Principles 

The word quality in Latin (Qual) means the way something is done and lexically it means the quality of 

living and includes the differences that is special and unique for each person, and also is different from 

the others (Kordzanganeh, 2006: 20 ). In fact, it is useful to combine objective and subjective indicators 

since subjective indicators provide a perception of satisfaction and what is satisfactory for people and 

objective indicators are useful in the assessment of the aspects which are difficult to assess (Kamp et al., 
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2003, 11). In Research resources related to satisfaction, settlement and its resultant satisfaction is of high 

importance. A Common example is Campbell model (1973), in which life satisfaction is considered as the 

satisfaction of different aspects of the environment .this Satisfaction results from the evaluation, 

understanding, prediction and action process of the behavior together with Adaptability and inherently 

Has a hierarchical structure that makes a distinction between objective and subjective characteristics 

.Maranz and Cooper (2000), in their model of residential satisfaction have a hierarchical approach, in 

which they make a distinction between the levels of various scales including residential unit(house), 

neighborhood unit (district), the city and the society. Paul Van model (1997) and Van Camp, represents a 

hierarchical structure of locational satisfaction. In this model, environmental characteristics are of 

particular importance. Their research shows that this hierarchical structure is a proper modeling method 

for environmental quality (Van Kamp & Others, 2003, 10). Lansing and Maranz consider satisfaction as 

one of the main criteria for measuring the quality of environment, and they define "environmental 

quality" as follows. "Environments with suitable quality creates satisfaction and well-being for population 

through physical or social or symbolic characteristics (Van Kamp & Others, 2003).Satisfaction from the 

place of residence depends on the factors such as facilities and recreational and welfare, cultural, 

educational , social services, security and peace ,and Existence of an environment for social interaction. it 

is associated with intra-urban migration and affects the extent of these population movements, especially 

from old parts to better quality areas.  Gifford cited several reasons for displacement of residences, such 

as  : stress or dissatisfaction with the current settlement, positive or negative  change in the financial or  

business affairs of life, such as going to college, adding a child to the family, or when a child leaves the 

home and the family gets smaller. According to some research, deciding about residential displacement is 

not essentially related to the social problems or dissatisfaction of the previous house .Although some of 

the displacements result from negative cases and dissatisfaction (Gifford, quoted by Ghobadian, 1999: 

95).Study results of Yokobaba and Mark Austin in 1987, showed that improved environmental 

characteristics and better states of neighboring residents causes an increase in the satisfaction of the 

residents and this increases security in the neighborhood .Their research also showed that those with 

better economic and social status , the elderly and the landowners are more satisfied of the physical 

characteristics of their neighborhood than those with lower economic and social status, the youth and 

tenants (Baba and Austin, 1989, 772). 
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High-quality locations have 4 effect-centered elements 

 

Figure 2: Diagram of the desired locational quality, the authors, and 2012. 

In the locational quality, the surrounding environment of human life is analyzed. In addition, geographers 

and planners pay attention to desirable environments and locations, such as healthy villages, healthy 

homes and rural ecosystems. the Present study necessity is that the quality of the rural places is one of the 

most important issues that are essential for sustainable development, So that the desired rural places over 

time reduces immigration and avoids villages to be haunted. 

Statement of the problem 

Quality assessment of location in villages and the extent of villagers' satisfaction is one of important 

aspects of rural development in recent decades .through Quality assessment of location defective and 

ineffective policies on rural development programs can be determined. 

This paper seeks to assess the locational quality of Adimi rural district.an attempt has been made to 

compare the 20 villages of this rural district using the SPSS software of which 10 villages benefit from 

rural municipality administrators and 10 do not. Each and every village had the same conditions like 
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each of these components and variables in the form of quantitative scores related to the quality of their 
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identified since they have a major impact on planning and decision-making about locational quality 

improvement plans. 

Factors that contribute to locational quality enhancement for an ideal life: 

1. Locations in which people live have a profound impact on their quality of life. 

2. A good location is not only a place to live but also by a strong management, it has the potential to 

provide a background for foreign investments. 

3. Locations lose their capabilities through pollution reduction of employment opportunities, reduction of 

the quality of services and the lack of green spaces. 
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Figure (3): Factors affecting the locational quality of the villages, the authors, 2012 
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Rural municipality administrators' important role in improving locational quality 

Rural municipality administrators and councils in villages have an important role in the decision making 

process of local authorities to extend the public services, improve the old houses and increasing lasting 

expectancy of the villagers .the Study of rural development shows that up to the appearance of the first 

signs of modernity in Iran and the establishment of the legislation entity which defined legal entities, the 

Iranian rural developments, was influenced by the country administration status and was based on 

common law which resulted from cultural , religious, political and social conditions In this period, rural 

management ran the village public Affairs by traditional methods using the village chief But gradually 

with the formation of village Civil Society Association in 1955 and village Association in 1956, rural 

management entered a new phase in which the village chief became the executive arm of the rural 

development policies. After the Islamic revolution, rural management task was undertaken by the village 

Islamic Council, which was replaced by the village association, but it continued to operate for 20 years 

without the executive arm. With the "enactment of, Duties, councils and Islamic councils elections Act..." 

(called councils Act) and "the establishment of independent rural municipality administrators Act" rural 

municipality administrators were placed at the head of Rural Management and actually became one of the 

key components of Rural Management and Local government was formed in rural areas (Emadi, darban 

astane, 2004: 220). This non-governmental public institution is responsible for construction and rural 

development of rural areas. Based on available information, after the enactment of rural municipality 

office establishment Act in the villages of the country, so far about 22,000 permit of rural municipality 

office establishment is issued across the country and practically about 22,000 local governments are 

established in rural areas with independent legal entity that have claimed the management of public 

affairs  of more than 18 million people and management and development of 22,000 geographical area in 

the country (rural municipality administrators Affairs Department, 2008:5). Rural management challenges 

in the studied area which causes low locational quality are as follows:  

Lack of comprehensive rural development program 

 The activity of the council is limited to the distribution of goods and the other sub-activities 

 Electoral culture and political decisions are not institutionalized 

 Low literacy rate of some of the councils 

 The lack of attention to the production in rural environment 

 Interference and multiplicity of the tasks in the decision-making centers.  
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According to Figure (4) as it can be seen components of sanitation are lower in villages that do not have 

rural municipality office compared to other villages. Lack of clean drinking water, lack of Sewage 

disposal systems, environmental pollutions and lack of basic services are the most important challenges of 

villages lacking rural municipality office. 

The study area 

The main goal of this approach is to analyze and evaluate the locational quality of the villagers and the 

role of rural councils and village chiefs in improving the quality of the living environment. In order to do 

so, it is necessary to determine locational quality indicators and villager’s satisfaction towards rural 

municipality administrators’ services in the form of quantitative scores. Then by comparing these scores 

vulnerable components which require solutions and interventions. Sistan region is a Part of a great plain 

of the same name which is located mostly in Afghanistan and its limits in Iran is just as Zabol city 

boarders. It has three districts, 9 rural districts, 331 villages and a total area of 15,197 square kilometers 

(Iran Statistical Center, 2006).the area study of this research is a part of Zabul County called Poshtab. 
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Poshtab one of 3 districts of Zabol County and it is located in the north and north western part of zabol 

county. this district is nearby to Afghanistan from north, to Nehbandan county from west and north west, 

to harmand county from east, to center from from southeast, and to Shibab district from south and 

southwest. The geographical characteristic of the area is between 30 degrees and 31 minutes to 30 degrees 

45 minutes of north latitude and 60 degrees 45 minutes to 61 degrees 40 minutes of east longitude. This 

area is less than 500 meters above sea level with an area of approximately 2,319 square kilometers 

.Poshtab district has four rural districts according to the last national divisions i.e. Adimi, Bazi, and 

Sefidabeh and Ghaemabad. Figure 5 shows the location of Adimi rural district in the Sistan region. 

 

 

Findings 

The implementation of factor analysis Technique in this paper consists of a two-step process: extraction 

and factor rotation. The main objective of the first stage is to take decisions about the number of main 

factors in a set of measured variables. The objective of the second stage is to manipulate statistical results 

(rotating factors) in order tointerpret factors and also to take decisions about key elements of the set of 

measured variables. Due to the complexity of the calculations of factor analysis technique, in this study 

SPSS18 software is used by administrative practice of principal components analysis and varimax 

rotation method. Table 1 shows the statistics of the extracted components or factors. The first three 

columns of the table are the eigenvalues of the correlation matrix and determine the remaining factors in 
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theanalysis. So factors from row 10 onwards, since eigenvalues are less than one, they are removed from 

the analysis. The second block which has three columns is the sum of theunrotatedcoefficients, and finally 

the third block is the varimax rotation which unifies variance between the factors. Therefore, Factor 

analyses of 29 effective factors in the locational quality were studies and were classified in 9 factors 

which explain74/77% of the variance. From factor 9 onwards,all are omitted from table 1 due to their low 

significance. 

Table 1: variance Percentage and eigenvalues of different factors 

Total Variance Explained 

Factors 

 

Initial Special values Extractive Loads total square Rotated Loads total square 

The total 

amount 

Variance 

Percentage 

Density 

percentage 

The total 

amount 

Variance 

Percentage 

Density 

percentage 

The total 

amount 

Variance 

Percentage 

Density 

percentage 

The impact of literate Rural 

municipality administrators in 

villages 

7.042 26.901 14.847 7.042 26.901 14.847 4.951 13.461 14.654 

Information Access in 

everyday life. 

4.798 16.641 19.048 4.798 16.641 19.048 4.063 12.338 25.100 

Water shortage and Drought 3.509 12.917 32.917 3.509 12.917 32.917 3.479 10.034 29.732 

Satisfaction of living 

conditions in villages 

2.297 11485 37.583 2.297 11485 37.583 3.910 8.361 37.298 

Received services in villages 2.821 9.614 46.735 2.821 9.614 46.735 2.706 7.338 42.432 

Fun and entertainment 

opportunities in villages 

1.951 9.463 56.007 1.951 9.463 56.007 1.714 7.821 50.917 

Quality of villages’ 

environment 

1.684 5.517 61.209 1.684 5.517 61.209 1.362 6.063 57.509 

Rural municipality 

administrators’ roles in 

providing jobs in villages 

1.314 4.816 64.517 1.314 4.816 64.517 1.871 5.189 64.183 

Rural municipality 

administrators’ job in villages 

1.209 4.631 74.774 1.209 4.631 74.774 1.832 3.055 81.082 

The impact of Rural 

municipality administrators’ 

Existence for solving problems 

1.114 4.008 77.497       

Rural Life Enjoyment 1.078 3.932 86.181       
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The impact of family 

connections on the rural 

municipality administrators’ 

selection 

0.924 3.071 87.001       

The amount of visit to rural 

administrator  

0.801 2.509 98.406       

rural administrator’s role in 

improving the green space 

0.663 2.453 90.017       

rural administrator’s role in 

health promotion in villages 

0.623 2.195 91.325       

rural administrator’s role in 

cultural facilities in villages 

0.460 2.001 91.108       

rural administrator’s role in 

people’s sustainability in 

villages 

0.447 1.794 93.391       

Satisfaction of rural 

administrator’s support 

0.380 1.555 94.702       

rural administrator’s role in 

having a pleasant and 

charming village 

0.357 1.223 95.003       

rural administrator’s role in 

improving the rural landscape 

0.308 1.103 96.198       

rural administrator’s role in 

improving the employment 

0.698 1.042 96.000       

rural administrator’s role in 

improving the cleanliness of 

the villages 

0.478 0.947 97.249       

rural administrator’s role in 

improving access to services 

0.231 0.548 97.027       

rural administrator’s impact 

on the status of the village 

0.174 0.412 98.510       

the necessity of the existence 

of rural municipality office 

0.159 0.365 98.870       

The municipality 

administrator’s impact on 

increasing the security of the 

village 

0.093 0.237 99.278       

Satisfaction of the rural 

administrator  

0.078 0.051 99.411       
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Figure 6: Three-dimensional scatter Diagram of the variables toward extracted factors 

Figure 6 shows the rotated three-dimensional diagram. In this diagram the scattering of studied variables 

are observed toward the first, second and third factors. 

Conclusion 

The purpose of Locational quality in rural areas is to evaluate the uptake and retention rate of the 

population in rural areas and their satisfaction from where they live in. Factor analysis model used in this 

paper can be used to select the effective parameters in the locational quality. In this paper, at first 20 

studied villages were determined of which 10 villages had rural municipality office and 10 villages did 

not. Then the method of selecting effective factors on locational quality was presented by creating a step 

by step factor analysis model and their validating was presented.  

Evaluation of the results from the proposed factor analysis model for choosing effective factors of 

locational quality shows that 9 factors out of 29 studied variables were extracted. Among these factors, 

the extent of effectiveness of having a literate had the highest rate with an average of 4.3750 and the 

extent of rural municipality administrator on the marketing of agricultural and livestock products of 

farmers had the lowest rate with an  average of 1.9750. 

Suggestions 

 1. The training of villagers, rural municipality administrators and other rural authorities. 

 2. Securing the environment of studied villages. 

Increasing the occupational 

diversity in the village 

0.052 0.049 99.803       

Rural administrator’s 

contribute to the marketing of 

agricultural products 

0.027 0.023 100.000       



American Journal of Sustainable Cities and Society                                                          Issue 3, Vol. 1 January 2014 

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ajscs/ajsas.html                                                  ISSN 2319 – 7277 
 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 788 
 

 3. To establish, develop and equip leisure spaces with emphasis on the natural environment and natural 

potentials of the region. 

4. Maintaining and improving the physical elements of historical value and replacing their land use to 

museums, libraries, etc. 

 5. Strengthening and equipping the public transport system. 

 6. Providing the services and facilities needed by the villagers and a balanced distribution of these 

services in the rural district.  

 7. Promoting the quality of green spaces and creating cultural and educational activities. 

 8. Organizing recreational, leisure, sport and tourism activities and removing incompatible and polluting 

activities of environment by improving the handicraft and replacement of proper land uses 

 9. Enhancing the spatial quality and proper positioning for waste disposal. 
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