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ABSTRACT 

 

Starting each human life and communicating with others begin with the neighborhood. High 

quality in a neighborhood can quickly affect the entire city from different aspects, and 

ultimately, improve the quality of life of citizens. In this paper, the concept of neighborhood 

has been explained both literally and in terms of content. Term neighborhood in English has 

different equivalents. Also in terms of content, there are many definitions of neighborhood, 

each of which has assigned different roles to urban neighborhoods. After defining 

neighborhood and examining its characteristics, we introduced the elements constituting the 

neighborhoods, which can be generalized in the design of all neighborhoods in cities. After, 

the concept of neighborhood in the old cities of Iran and their characteristics was examined. It 

becomes clear that the principles used in the design of old neighborhoods are fully consistent 

with the general aspects of neighborhood design. Finally After reviewing the studies in order 

to achieve the goal of the project is the policies and urban design neighborhood center has 

been proposed. 
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1. Introduction 

 

The growth of urban population and increasing immigration from the rural areas to the 

metropolises - especially in developing countries - has caused numerous problems in cities, 

due to more attractiveness and amenities of the cities, and has caused the first and most 

significant impact, i.e. low quality of life in urban areas. Meantime, urban neighborhoods 

have been associated with the greatest challenges. 

More attention to this urban element in total can have positive outcomes so that factors 

such as the physical, social, cultural, administrative promotioncan quickly spread to the entire 

city. 

The definition of neighborhood has not yet been clarified, and there is much disagreement 

among experts about this word, so that four words can be used as its equivalent. On the other 

hand, different roles have been assigned to it in terms of content, which should be exactly 

understood for citizens, especially city managers , From the physical perspective, every 

neighborhood has components that require special attention in order to improve their quality 

of life. 
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In Iran, historic neighborhoods have offered a wide range of capabilities in terms of 

function, and while meeting the basic needs of the residents, have accompanied social 

security, ecological safety and finally quality improvement of the environment. 

Attention to the physical characteristics of responsive historic neighborhoods and the use 

of their characteristicsin contemporary neighborhoods can help alleviate many of the current 

problems, so it is necessary to fully explore the features - the issue which is the objective of 

this research. 

 

2. Literal meaning of the term neighborhood: 

 

In English, there are four equivalents for the word neighborhood, which consists of 

“neighborhood unit”, “district”, “quarter”, and “community”. Although each of them has 

been used instead of the neighborhood in different texts and resources, there are also 

differences between them in size, population, function, and so onThe characteristics of each 

of them and also their literal meaning are explained here. 

 

3. Neighborhood unit: 

 

One of the words that are used instead of Mahalleh (in Persian) is the term neighborhood. 

The concept of neighborhood unit has its roots in the distant past and has been the basic 

concept of most urban development projects in the past centuries. 

Cowan, Quoting Runes and Schrickel, notes that the history of neighborhood unit in 

Kyoto, Japan, dates back at least to the year of 793. He also quotes from Thomas More’s 

Utopia that any utopia is divided into four sections ... but if the neighborhood units are better 

organized, they will be formed on the family basis. 

Cowan believes that Ebenezer Howard's initial table on garden city in 1898 showed such 

city is divided into sections, each with a population of about 5000 people [4]. 

Clarence Arthur Perry (1872-1994) became one of the principle theorists of and advocates 

for the traditional neighborhood as a basis for the planning of new towns and urban areas and 

for the redevelopment of blighted slums. His advocacy of the neighborhood unit as a 

principle element of planning was based not only on his academic interests, but also on his 

direct experience as sociologist-in-residence for the Russell Sage Foundation’s model garden 

suburb of Forest Hill Gardens in New York, designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and 

Grosvenor Atterbury (begun in 1909)[13]. 

Here, it is necessary to examine the relevant principles of neighborhood units: 

 

3.1. Size: 

 

A residential unit development should provide housing for that population for which one 

elementary school is ordinarily required, its actual area depending upon population density. 

 

3.2. Boundaries: 

 

The unit should be bounded on all sides by arterial streets, sufficiently wide to facilitate its 

bypassing by all through traffic. 

 

3.3. Open spaces: 

 

A system of small parks and recreations spaces should be provided, planned to meet the 

needs of the particular neighborhood. 
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3.4. Institution sites: 

 

Sites for the school and other institutions having service spheres coinciding with the limits of 

the unit should be suitably grouped about a central point, or common area. 

 

3.5. Local shops: 

 

One or more shopping districts, adequate for the population to be served, should be laid out in 

the circumference of the unit, preferably at traffic junctions and adjacent to similar districts of 

adjoining neighborhoods. 

 

3.6. Internal street system: 

 

The unit should be provided with a special street system, each highway being proportioned to 

its probable traffic load, and the street net as a whole being designed to facilitate circulation 

within the unit and to discourage its use by through traffic [13]. 

 

3.7. District: 

 

The term district is one of the other words that are used as the equivalent of Mahalleh. Cowan 

has extracted different meanings cited by different authors for this word. 

In the first definition, he regards it as an area under a specific activity. Such areas are 

known as one of the fundamental elements of the organization in the new urban development.  

He, quoting McLaughlin, defines the neighborhood as an urban area that has been 

organized in the range of major human activities, and believes that although neighborhoods 

can prevent a range of activities of a neighborhood unit, their primary activity is supported by 

the uses at the neighborhood level. Areas related to theaters, medical facilities and college 

campuses are among the examples that can be cited. 

He, quoting Kevin Lynch, defined neighborhood as follows: medium to large-sized 

sections of cities that have two-dimensional context and that the people who subjectively 

enter it have common and diagnosable features. He quotes from the urban working group that 

introduces the neighborhood at the scale of a city that has a population between 9000 to 

40000 people with a radius of 2 to 6 km. 

Finally, Cowan quotes Hildebrand Frey that an urban neighborhood may consist of four or 

five neighborhoods with a total population of 25000 to 35000 people, and four or five 

neighborhoods should ideally form a small city [4]. 

 

3.8. Quarter: 

 

The third term that is used instead of Mahalleh is the term quarter, which is derived from the 

word “quatre” meaning four or “quartier” meaning quarter. Cowan wrote the definition of 

quarter as follows: A distinct district of a city. Since the 1980s, UK planners and urban 

designers have taken to identifying quarters as a way of reinforcing local distinctiveness. 

Birmingham was an early example, with its Jewellery , Gun and Chinese Quarters. To the 

architect and urban designer Leon Krier, quarters are central to planning and designing cities. 

A large or a small city can only be recognised as a large or small number of urban quarters. 

Krier said “each quarter must have its own center, periphery and limit. Each quarter must be a 

city within a city. The quarter must integrate all daily functions of urban life (dwelling, 

working, leisure) with a territory dimensioned on the basis of the comfort of a walking man; 
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not exceeding 35 hectares in surface and 1500 inhabitants”. In the context of Poundbury, 

Krier has defined a quarter as consisting of 700 dwellings [4] 

 

3.9. Community: 

  

The last word that is used as an equivalent of Mahalleh is community. Community plays 

important role in social life balance in cities as main element of urban space [8]. The word 

community is rooted from the Latin word “communitas” meaning camaraderie (fellowship) 

in the fourteenth century. Cowan offers five definitions of it: 

1.A grouping of people with common interests: 

To describe this definition, Cowan, quotes the following sentence from Detr, any group of 

individuals with a common bond above the family unit and below the first level of municipal 

administration. It is primarily those people living or working in a defined area… in general 

the people intended to benefit from regeneration and local services 

As defined by the New Economic Foundation, Cowan considers community as a social 

network of relationships defined by a significant level of shared interest and commitment. 

Cowan, quoting AmitaiEtzioni, defines community as a combination of two elements: 

first, a network of relations affected among a group of people, i.e. The relations that are more 

often reciprocal and reinforce each other, rather than they are just against each other or in a 

chain manner; and the second, indicator of commitment to a set of common values, manners 

and meaning as well as common identity and history in a particular culture. 

2. A place and its people: 

New urbanists specify that a community must be a sustainable human habitat which is 

complete and compact. 

3. A place where people live: 

In this sens the term does not imply any particular closeness or interaction between the 

residents. 

4. A group of people living under the same government: 

Example: It is a high priority for this government to sort out the planning system because 

of the important effect it has on the community as a whole. 

5.A The opposite of an institution (such as a hospital or prison)[4]: 

In conclusion, the features that exist in the four words are given in Table 1. 

 
 

Table 1: Equivalents of the term Mahalleh, and their characteristics 
Neighborhood unit 
- The recognizable%%% section of an urban area; an area of mixed use 
- A varied, dynamic, social and economic location that can be recognized by its residents and 
residents of the entire community 
- A region with a balance of human activities around a specific center 
- A place for friendly social networking 
- It depends on municipality to provide its services 
- The elements that always exist in this region include primary school, small parks and 
playgrounds, local shops and residential environment. 
- A place where parents, children and neighbors are able to creatively spend their time in a happy 
manner 
- Local stores provide and focus on the diverse needs of residents. 
- Its formation is based on the performance range of an elementary school 
- It has a basic population of 5000 people, with an area of approximately 64 hectares. 
District 
- An area dominated by a particular activity 
-Their primary activity is supported by the uses at the neighborhood level 
-Medium to large-sized sections of cities, with common and recognizable features 
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-The population is between 25000 and 35000 people 
- Four or five sections ideally form a small city 
Quarter 
- A specific area of a city 
- Regional differences can be strengthened by identifying them in the city 
- It has a unique center, environment and limits. 
- It contains all the activities of urban life (housing, work, recreation) 
- It has an area of 35 hectares, and a population of 1500 people. 
Community 
A group of people with common interests and relationships, above the family and below the first 
municipal plan 
- People who work and live together in a defined area 
- A network of relationships defined with a significant level of common interest and commitment 
- Sustainable human settlement, as complete and compact 

4. Content meaning of neighborhood: 

 

In studies conducted by different scholars, there are various views on the neighborhood, in 

whicha variety of definitions in terms of content meaning can be offered in the area: 

 

4.1. Neighborhood as a spatial unit: 

 

Depending on different scales that are used by people and/or organizations, neighborhood is 

defined as follows, 

 Neighborhood is a set of small group of buildings that are privately owned . 

Neighborhood as a homogeneous unit, which is uniform in the section of houses . 

Neighborhood as a unit whoseinstitutions are shared by residents. 

Neighborhood as a suburb or an area in a big city. 

 Neighborhood as a natural unit, which has specific physical boundaries that are marked 

on the map [6]. 

 

4.2. Neighborhood as a social unit: 

 

As a social unit, neighborhood comes from the ecological perspectives in the United 

States,which considers neighborhood as a product of the processes of natural selection and 

competition [11]. If the neighborhood is seen as a social unit, neighborhood will be defined 

by a set of social relations. 

A neighborhood is the primary form of social organization, whichincludes the peoplewho 

have common roots and history. 

Action and interaction in neighborhood create cooperation, intimacy, and a sense of 

belonging and cooperation. Urban neighborhoods create solidarity between people through 

kinship, proximity, or common interests; and neighborhood institutions create a sense of 

spatial and social identity for people. 

Identity of neighborhood and sense of community seem to havethe following specified 

values: 

1.Support of collective conditions by residents. 

2.Providing a basis for collective action. 

Residential stability and consistency can create the development of interpersonal networks 

among neighbors, and also provides social belonging and community participation[2]. 
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4.3. Neighborhood as a cultural unit: 

 

Neighborhood can be defined by ethnicity, lifestyle or human races. When the physical 

boundaries are consistent with cultural characteristics, it is possible to easily define the 

neighborhood [7]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Elements constituting the neighborhood structure 
 

4.4. Neighborhood as a political unit: 

 

Urban neighborhood is an organization that manages itself. This management can be done by 

the political organizations of the neighborhood management, but at best, the management 

should be closely associated with the residents and their participation in decision making and 

management of their neighborhood. 

According to what was presented in conjunction with the content meaning of urban 

neighborhoods, it can be concluded that to call every space as neighborhood, there should be 

two things: 

1. Spaces and places that partly are residential, and are used as settlements by the 

neighborhood residents, as well as service spaces such as educational, cultural and 

commercial spaces. 

 

2. The social space in which relationships, boundaries and social networks are placed will 

lead to establish social interaction, civic engagement, and face to face encounter. 

 

5. The elements constituting neighborhood: 

 

The Roman city was divided into fourquarters by its two main streets, the cardo and 

decumanus, which crossed at rightangles.Evidence of this quartering of thecity is to be seen 

in many cities of Romanfoundation, such as Lucca, which are stillimportant urban centres 

today. Alberti refers to many ancientauthorities, including Plutarch and Solon, towhom he 

attributes the notion of dividingthe city into areas for different groups. Forexample, according 

to Alberti: “Curtiuswrites that Babylon was divided into anumber of separate quarters...” 

and“Romulus separated knights and patriciansfrom plebeians; and Numa divided 

theplebeians according to their respectiveemployments”[1]. The classical tradition which 

divides thecity into quarters was probably based uponthe observation of the natural or 

unplannedcities of the Ancient World. Cities whichappear to develop without the conscious 

intervention of man are organized intoclearly defined neighborhoods or quarters.The city in 

the pre-motor car agedeveloped naturally in the form of a clusterof quarters. The quarter as a 

majorstructuring element of the city is not socharacteristic of the modern motorized [9]. It is 

clear that there are changes in neighborhood contexts from the ancient times to the modern 

era, but neighborhood has had certain structural elements that have shaped them in each 

period. These structural elements include the entrance to the neighborhood, local access 

network, neighborhood center and residential spaces (Figure 1) 
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A summary of the constituent elements of neighborhood structure and their characteristics 

can be seen in Table 2. 
Table 2: constituent elements of neighborhood structure and their features 
 

Structural 
elements 

Characteristics 

Entrance - It represents the identity and character of the whole 
It is a unique element, with a design that is completely dependent on the 
context of both sides (neighborhood and town) 
- It is a joint between semi-public life in neighborhood and city life 
- In addition to being unique, it must never be forgotten 

Streets - After lanes, they are most abundant in the city 
- They were called neighborhood passages (gozar) or orders (raste) in the 
past 
- They are the backbone of neighborhoods 
- They are a place of passage for neighborhood residents, which provide a 
context for social interaction 
- The expectations of local streets include relaxation, intimacy and safety 

Neighborhood 
center 

-It is a gathering place for business or service activities, which is daily or 
weekly used by residents of neighborhood 
- It is a place of concentration for a small and cohesive society, which 
promotes social contacts among neighbors and an urban and neighborhood 
sense 
- It has functioned as the heart and core of neighborhoods 

Residential 
Units 

- House is a basis for shaping neighborhood 
-Neighborhoods were finally formed by getting houses and residential 
complexes together 
- The quantity and size of urban and residential elements vary from 
neighborhood to neighborhood 

 

6. The introduction of the study area: 

The area of Yasuj has been settled since as early as the Bronze Age. Findings include the 

Martyrs Hills (dating from 3rd millennium BC), the Khosravi Hill from the Achaemenian 

period, the ancient site of Gerd, the Patavehbridge, and the Pay-e Chol cemetery. Yasuj is the 

place where Alexander III of Macedon and his Macedonian forces stormed the Persian Gates 

("Darvazeh-ye Fars"), and fought themselves a way into the Persian heartland (331 BC) 

 

The large town of Yasuj (population 100,540) is surrounded by densely forested mountains, 

but there’s nothing here to interest the traveller. If you must stay overnight, the only 

conceivable places to stay are the basic Eram Hotel, at the beginning of Motahari Ave, or the 

overpriced, rundown and characterless Azadi Hotel, on the hill overlooking town. 
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Fig. 2: The introduction ofthe study area 
 
 

7. Proposal: 

 

The urban design of the project, we follow a certain theoretical basis. Process model of 

strategic planning of the project constitutes the theoretical foundation. 
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7.1. Objectives, strategies and operational policies in the design layer (Table 3) 
 
Table 3: Goals, strategies and operational policies in the design layer L
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ter

 
 

The 
goal 

Strategy Executive Policy 

E
x
ecu

tiv
e P

o
licy

 

D
iv

ersity
 in

 D
esig

n
 

U
ses 

 -Diffusion of diverse applications 
 -Create a variety of uses in a way that is attractive for 
different age groups 
 -Avoiding the establishment in which the body off and 
create new log 
 -Establishment Leisure 

 -Userpredictedthatensurescontinuityofservicetothe 
citizens ofthewalk 

A
ctiv

ities 

 -- Avoidance of urban furniture polish smoothly along the 
way 
- Create a wonderful opportunity for makers and vendors 
- Projected areas for special activities 
- A space to pause, sit . 
- The continued use of the body into the path walk 

F
ram

ew
o
r

k
 - Attention to detail and appreciation for diverse observers 

walls 
- The use of different materials in the same unity 
- Use a variety of forms with different rhythms on the wall 
- Coordinating Body lighting track lighting 

F
lex

ib
ility

 

S
k
eletal 

Furniture 
and 
elements 
of the 
adjoint 

- Avoid the use of furniture and non-rigid displacement 
- Establish measures for easy installation of the canopy and 
other additional elements necessary 
- Refrain from pouring me a homogeneous space by trees 
and vegetation 

On the 
floor 

- Integrated Flooring suitable for pedestrian traffic 
- Avoid differences and break down the floor 
- Avoid large gardens and waterfront on the floor 

S
afety

 

In the 
body 

- Avoiding the coarse and rigid structures adjacent to the 
track 
- According to the sequence 
- According to a suitable wall texture 

O
p
eratio

n
 

Different 
times 

- Establishment of boarding 
- Create spaces in holidays 

Various 
locations 

- Synchronization function of each area with its 
surrounding environment 
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Fig. 3: The proposeddesignfora neighborhoodcenter 

 
8. Conclusion: 

 

What was discussed in this paper was to understand the literal meaning of the word 

neighborhood and to provide four definitions (neighborhood unit, district, quarter and 

community) whose general classification along with the commonality between them was also 

presented.Then, the elements forming the structure of each neighborhood, which are integral 

parts of the neighborhood, were generally introduced. 

Structural elements include entrances, access networks and neighborhood center, as well as 

the residential spaces of neighborhood.Finally, the concepts of neighborhood in the urban 

context of Iran, the physical characteristics of neighborhoods and neighborhood centers were 

cited. 

As the main constituent cell in each city, urban neighborhood is considered a place of 

residence, as well as the daily lives of many citizens.This neighborhood should be a place for 

encounters and social interactions between residents, and should meet their daily needs. 

The first presence of children in urban spaces and communication with the outside world are 

experienced in the neighborhood; and the presence of elderly and greater participation of 

women are possible in public spaces, which is finally followed by social 

interactions.Although many experts do not consider the neighborhood as a pre-designed 

structure, it is necessary to respect the functional principles and rules in this structure. 

Unfortunately, due to lack of proper planning in developing countries and lack of attention to 

the urban important element, current neighborhoods of these countries have declined 

significantly in qualitative terms, and then can no longer meet the needs of their residents and 

cannot be safe havens for them. 
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The main problems in current urban neighborhoods in Iran are the houses and apartments 

with divergent physical appearance, streets and lanes that are used as the shortcuts and 

pathways (rather than as a destination), the lack of adequate spaces for services and 

recreation, as well as the reluctance to engage in neighborhood-related issues, while 

traditional neighborhoods in the cities of Iran were faced with fewer problems and enjoyed 

greater respondency than modern neighborhoods. 

According to the study in this paper, it becomes clear that the structural elements 

neighborhoods in Iran are coordinated with the general ones and, therefore, many of the 

current problems can be reduced on the basis of the functions of these neighborhood. 

It is expected that more attention to this urban important element and its regeneration will be 

lead to pay more attention to quality of life for its residents and to meet their needs, so that 

the higher quality will be spread to the entire city and more vibrant and livable cities will be 

created. 

 

8. References 

 

[1] Alberti, Leon Battista, Bartoli, Cosimo, 1986. The ten books of architecture: The 1755 

Leoni edition: Dover publication 

[2] Chaskin, Robert J., 1995. Defining neighborhood: History, theory, and practice: Chapin 

Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago 

[3] Chaskin, Robert J., 1998. Neighborhood as a unit of planning and action: A heuristic 

approach. Journal of Planning Literature, 13(1): 11-30. 

[4] Cowan, Robert, Rogers, Lucinda, 2005. The dictionary of urbanism: Streetwise Press 

[5] Gallion, Arthur, Eisner, Simon, 1950. The Urban Pattern: City Planning and Design. 

London: Van Nostrand Reinhold 

[6] Gibberd, Frederick, 1953. Town design: architectural Press London 

[7] Krupat, Edward, 1985. People in cities: The urban environment and its effects: Cambridge 

University Press. 

[8] MofidiShemirani, Seyed Majid, Moztarzadeh, Hamed, 2013. The Assessment of Physical 

Criteria of Sustainability in Urban Communities (with Emphasis on the Hot and Dry 

Climate). Journal of Basic and Applied Scientific Research, 3(5): 270-279. 

[9] Moughtin, JCC, Shirley, Peter, 2005. Urban design: Green dimensions: Routledge 

[10] Pakzad, Jahanshah, 2007. Essays on the Concepts of Architecture and Urban Design. 

Tehran: Shahidi Press 

[11]Perry, Clarence A., 1966. The neighborhood unit Formula: The Free Press, New York 

[12] SoltanZadeh, Hossein, 2011. A Brief History of City and Urbanization in Iran: from 

ancient times to 1355 AD. Tehran: ChaharTagh 

[13] Watson, Donald, Plattus, J. Alan, Shibley, G. Robert, 2003. Time-saver standards for 

urban design: McGraw-Hill New York 

 


