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Abstract 

For the past two decades, there has been a resurgence or renewed interest in the role of small 

towns in urban development, as well as the positive role they can play in achieving an equitable 

and efficient settlement pattern in many developing countries. In order to, the aim of this paper is 

Analysis the Effects of Regional Development in the Small Towns on Metropolitans with point 

on Torghabeh Town and Mashhad city. Data were collected from libraries, documents and field 

study. Results show that it was separated from Mashhad County in summer 2008. Also, the 

number of output devices from Mashhad to Torghabeh has an average 5637 devices per each 24 

hours. 
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1. Introduction  

For the past two decades, there has been a resurgence or renewed interest in the role of small 

towns in rural development, as well as the positive role they can play in achieving an equitable 

and efficient settlement pattern in many developing countries. This renewed interest has been 

necessitated by recent political and economic changes in many parts of the developing world, 

particularly in Iran (Pedersen 2003; Tacoli 2003; Owusu 2005a, 2005b forthcoming). Though the 

debate on the role of small towns in regional and rural development has been going on for a long 

time, the emerging view is one of optimism. There are three key reasons accounting for the 

renewed interest in small towns relating to: 

 The theoretical argument about the need for a diffuse and integrated system of 

settlements to promote economic growth with social equity; 
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 The reactions against the undesirable results of 'top-down' macro-economic approaches to 

development that failed to consider or simply ignored the lowest levels of the spatial 

system; 

 Pragmatic policy concerns about the adverse effects of Third World countries of 

prevailing trends in urbanization and rural development. 

Moreover, increasing prevalence of market-based development strategies and their emphasis on 

export-oriented agricultural production calls for efficient economic linkages between producers 

and external markets. From this perspective, small towns are increasingly seen as playing a key 

role in providing and linking their rural hinterlands with both domestic and international markets 

(Tacoli 1998a, 1998b). Hence, the interest in small towns in the regional development literature 

as nodes for linking rural agricultural areas to marketing centers (Owusu, 2005). With regard to 

retail development in small towns, Local Area Plan policies and objectives will need to align 

with the national Retail Planning Guidelines supporting the role of the town center as the 

principle retail/commercial area, relying on the „sequential approach‟ to focus new retail 

development in the town Centre, before edge-of, and out-of-town center developments are 

considered. 

Shumway and Davis (1996) used sustenance activities to examine the impact of each on net 

migration. Frisbie and Poston (1975, 1978) examined population change against a number of 

socio-economic factors such as income as well as sustenance activities. Frisbie and Poston 

(1976) examined differences in the structure of sustenance activities in non-metropolitan 

counties of the U.S. for the 1960s and 1970s. Krout (1982) examined the impact of some 

sustenance activities (mining, manufacturing, agriculture, service, retail) on net migration for 

each of the 1960-1970 and 1970-1974 periods in the U.S. Poindexter and Clifford (1983) 

assessed the importance of sustenance activities in the period 1970 to 1980 in non-metropolitan 

counties of the U.S. Some studies consider service industries as sustenance activities (see for 

example, Frisbie and Poston, 1976; Hutton, 2004; Poindexter and Clifford, 1983). Findings of 

these above mentioned studies are in some cases conflicting (e.g. agriculture and mining 

industries having positive or negative impact on net migration). They indicate that in most cases 

population increase and decrease is impacted directly by socio-economic factors such as median 

income. Further, the most common factor identified in these studies that positively influences 

population change is the constellation of sustenance activities, specifically in industries such as 
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retail, wholesale and service. However, there is a lack of agreement on the extent of the impacts 

on population change from socio-economic and sustenance activities. This issue is investigated 

in this study by separating out the regional and metropolitan areas (Mardaneh, 2013). 

 

In regions with predominantly large-scale commercial agriculture, most small and intermediate 

urban centers do not have major roles as markets for agricultural produce. Large volumes of cash 

crops produced under this type of farming systems in most cases by-pass local centers. This is 

especially the case for export-oriented cattle-raising and for certain crops which are shipped 

directly to larger centers and ports with little or no new economic activities developing in smaller 

urban centers (see box 1). Even where small and intermediate local urban centers function as 

administrative and service centers for farmers, fluctuations in world markets can result in 

stagnation or decline (Tacoli, 2004).  

 

2. Background 

Regional development is a broad term but can be seen as a general effort to reduce regional 

disparities by supporting (employment and wealth-generating) economic activities in regions. In 

the past, regional development policy tended to try to achieve these objectives by means of large-

scale infrastructure development and by attracting inward investment. Awareness of the need for 

a new approach is driven by observation that past policies have failed to reduce regional 

disparities significantly and have not been able to help individual lagging regions to catch up, 

despite the allocation of significant public funding. The result is under-used economic potential 

and weakened social cohesion (TDPC, 2013). Since the early 1980s in the industrialized 

countries and more recently in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, there has been a 

tendency to emphasize the role of local and regional actors and policies in economic 

development. It is argued that they are often compelling factors in inducing enterprise 

competitiveness and therefore in determining regional (and indirectly national) economic success 

or failure and (intra-country) regional disparities. The growing attention to regional economies 

and policies is the result of a number of developments in modern capitalism. These include the 

increasing importance of local environments for enterprise competitiveness; changes in 

economic geography with crises affecting traditional success regions and the emergence of new 

success regions; and the often supposed decreasing importance of national policies as a result of 



International Journal of Research in Management                                                                                ISSN 2249-5908  

Available online on http://www.rspublication.com/ijrm/ijrm_index.htm                    Issue 5, Vol. 5 (Aug.-Sep- 2015) 
 

RSPUBLICATION, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 4 
 

an escalating internationalization of the economy and the increasing importance of supranational 

political and economic arrangements. It has often been argued that one of the outcomes of the 

crisis of Fordism has been the increased importance of the local environment for the individual 

enterprise. The vertically integrated, stand-alone Fordist enterprise was relatively insensitive to 

locational factors other than the cost and availability of labour and the proximity of raw material 

supply and markets for its final product. For many enterprises functioning under the “new” 

production concepts space has acquired a new dimension. Small enterprises, possibly organized 

in enterprise networks, have often come to depend on close horizontal interaction and 

cooperation with other (small) firms and on the support from local institutions and locally 

produced collective goods (see also section 2.2). But for larger (multinational) enterprises the 

role of the local environment has been gaining importance as well. On the one hand they often 

spread different production phases over different localities and countries, becoming less bound to 

particular localities. On the other hand, the importance of local economy in the individual firm 

operates increases. As a result of the increased concentration on core operations, more and more 

activities are outsourced to (mainly) local suppliers (Tulder, 1997; Keune, 2001). 

Amin continues to argue that both approaches have had modest results. Keynesian regional 

policies, he contends, have helped to increase employment and income in the less favored 

regions, but they failed to secure sufficient productivity increases and to encourage self-

sustaining growth based on the mobilization of local resources and interdependencies (by 

privileging non-indigenous sectors and externally owned firms). The neoliberal approach has had 

even worse results according to Amin, as it reduced financial transfers which have proven a vital 

source of income and welfare in the weaker regions; exposed their weak economic base to 

vigorous competition; and failed to reduce the flow of all factor inputs away from these less 

favored regions. “In short”, he concludes, “the choice has been that between dependent 

development and no development” (Amin, 1999). The failure of these two approaches seems to 

originate, among other factors, in their reliance on the individual firm as basic economic unit and 

on top-down policies universally applied to all types of region, in the belief that enterprise 

prosperity automatically translates into employment and income growth in the region, and in 

overemphasizing the role of manufacturing industry, inward investment and technical 

infrastructure (Ibid, 1999; Tulder, 1997).  
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There are numerous approaches to regional development, each providing a 'lens' through which 

we can examine particular issues. These analytic lenses provide us with a way of assessing 

policies and programs. Theoretical approaches are important because they provide explanations 

as to why and how particular regional development “problems” emerge. This should inform our 

policy efforts to address the problem. This is important in a policy context because our focus is 

on “policy learning” – How do small, sub-national peripheral economies respond to the 

challenge of globalization? What are other SSNPEs doing to respond to these challenges? Can 

we learn something, rather than re-invent the wheel? Before we explore some of these 

approaches it is important to reiterate some of the constituent notions of regions and regionalism. 

One important variety of the developmental approach was the growth pole model. This approach 

was developed by Francois Perroux, based on the idea of economic magnets attracting 

development. The growth pole model argues that such magnets can be created and supported by 

government intervention that initiates growth and help 'kick start' the regional economy. The idea 

is that economic development should be concentrated at certain local points. The purpose here is 

to produce self-sustaining growth. Growth pole approaches in Australia were influential in the 

1970s with the focus on regional policy particularly with government policy promoting Albury 

Wodonga (Vic/NSW) Elizabeth (SA) as growth poles. In the 1980s and 1990s the growth pole 

model has undergone greater critical assessment, and the cost of such strategies increasingly 

recognized and criticized by neoclassical economists. The criticism is that growth poles produce 

“artificial economies‟ where inefficiency is evident and eventually the market catches up. 

 

3. Case Study Region 

Torqhabeh is a tourism city with nice weather in the capital of Torqabeh and Shandiz County, in 

Razavi Khorasan Province, Iran. At the 2006 census, its population was 13,158, in 3,668 families. 

Also Mashhad City is considered as Iran‟s second metropolitan and World‟s second religious 

metropolitan and largest population center of Eastern Iran. The city is provincial capital of Khorasan 

Razawi and its population is 2766258 (Iran Statistics Center, 2011). The city is located at 36.20º 

North latitude and 59.35º East longitude, in the valley of the Kashaf River. The city has 13 urban 

districts, totally 29000 hectares. Urban population density is approximately 119.4 people per square 

meter. As one of the old and historical regions on the Great Khorasan Province and Old Toos, 

Mashhad has been developed thanks to the Shrine of Imam Reza (P.B.U.H), Eighth Shiite Imam. 
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Metropolitan Mashhad has historical-political, economic-administrative and cultural-intellectual 

centrality and religious function as well as border, beyond-country situation. It accepts 10-15 million 

pilgrims and tourists annually in such a way that it bears the title of the second religious city of Islam 

world and the second national metropolitan in terms of population (Mafi & Saghayi, 2008; Zanganeh 

& et al., 2013). It was separated from Mashhad County in summer 2008.  

 

 

        Fig. 1. Case study region map.  

 

 
          Fig. 2. A view of Torghabeh region.   

 

4. Methodology  

4.1. Library Studies 

In present study the data were collected from libraries, documents and field study. In the case of 

library, data were collected by studying books, articles and internet. Then, field study was done 
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and including observation, discussion and filling questionnaire and data were analyzed by using 

a qualitative range. Finally, it is presented some solve ways. 

 

5. Finding & Results 

After Islamic revaluation of Iran, many of urban rules have been changed and in this between 

many of villages have been change to towns, for example south Khorasan is a part of old 

Ferdows city in the 1956. Due to bungalow of Torghabeh and it‟s close to Mashhad city. It has 

always been particularly important for the citizens and officials of Mashhad. So that in the view 

of some officials in the area, there is a breathe gate to the Mashhad city. It might be noted that 

the development has three sides that their sides are consist of: 1. Political Divisions; 2. 

Administrative structure   & 3. Authority. Land development (space) has a very close 

relationship with these three factors. Torghabeh and Shandiz region has a long history with its 

distinctive cultural, historical monuments and historic building (Tombs, ligaments, mosques, 

caravanserais, baths, old castles, towers, water mills, dock warehouses, cemeteries and 

gravestones with inscriptions old and picturesque, old treasures and stone engravings ...). Some 

of villages in the region due to traditional architectural features are spectacular and historically 

important center. Determine the boundary line between the Mashhad city and TORQABEH 

Shandiz city is an issue that has long been the subject of news media reports. It is as if the 

population of the city of Mashhad cause creating of this city  

 

   

 Fig.3. A view of historical places of Torghabeh- Shandiz.  
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Based on survey results of the traveling shot that it is done by Mashhad municipality and Sharif 

University, the number of output devices from Mashhad to Torghabeh has an average 5637 

devices per each 24 hours. Since the counting of the number cars entering to the Torghabeh were 

done in during of week (consist of holidays and business day), it was showing that can be 

separated into a number of different authorities with different purposes. Also according to 

Moshiri research which is done in 1999, during each year over 8 million persons have entered 

into the Torghabeh town from Mashhad city. 

 

 

                         Fig.4. sectors for access sustainable development. 

                                                Source: Moshiri & Abosaeedi, 2011. 

 

Suggestions 

1. Due to the balanced development planning between Mashhad and Torghabeh; 

2. attention to participatory planning; 

3. Given attention to the economic and political aspects of the issue. 

4. ……. 
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