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Abstract: 

This research paper aims to deal with the concept of marriage. The main inspiration of 

concept of marriage is from Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice. The five types of marriage that 

have been presented in this novel highlight different aspects and preferences in marriage. These 

types of marriages can be traced in Pakistani settings. This research paper is an attempt to relate 

Austen's concept of various marriages with the prevailing concepts of marriage in Pakistan. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction to Marriage: 

The concept of marriage is a commonly inherited one. It is passed on from civilizations 

as a part of social traditions. The bond of wedlock is a sacred tie between not only two 

individuals but two families. Though the concept of marriage may vary according to a culture, 

sect, society and religion but the basic formality remains universal. 

Looking back at the history of man, we see that man has always been unable to live 

alone. He lived in the form of groups which evolved into sects and then formed a society. Men 

and women lived together in these groups, without marriage. Eventually certain biological, 

physiological and psychological compulsions overwhelmed individuals. Families were formed 

for the sake of survival in the society. The evolution of marriage is concerned with a few basic 

factors. These include security, responsibilities and satisfaction of needs. With the advancement 

of civilization, materialism became an important social factor. 

The primitive roles that were assigned to both genders make their domination and value 

clear. Men were associated to security, responsibility and authority. They were considered the 

part of the group who were to go outside the house and earn a livelihood like hunting. It was an 

understood fact that men were dominant. In the current era, men are still considered to be molded 

for this role though women are competing with them. Back in time, women were confined to the 

house and were meant to deal with domestic affairs. The man of the house was considered 
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independent whereas the woman was dependent on the man. Women are a symbol of emotional 

and sentimental values. A wife is meant to completely devote herself to her husband. In return, 

the husband gives her security and economic satisfaction. In this way, marriage mutually 

satisfies the husband and the wife. If the partners enter the circle of marriage without 

understanding the demands required in a marriage and expect to support each other on the basis 

of love or lust, then they may have to bear unfavorable consequences. Now-a-days, if a couple 

fails to maintain the level of their marriage it leads to separation with or without divorce. 

Human life comprises of a few stages. The initial or first stage is related to his infancy 

and childhood. At this stage, he requires care and fulfillment of his needs by his parents. He is 

totally dependent on his parents and family for all kinds of support. Then the second stage is 

based on mutual partnership which can be legally considered relative to marriage. The partners 

mutually depend on each other for all kinds of needs to be fulfilled. These needs may range from 

sexual requirements to materialistic ones. Eventually the family line progresses and the partners 

have children of their own. This leads to the third stage where there is not only a mutual bond 

between the husband and wife but also a relation with their children. They are to bring up their 

children on the basis of their familial values of morality, virtue, social norms and traditions.  

Marriage is not just a bond of obligations, but there are many other factors involved in it. 

It includes trust, understanding, materialistic needs, security, sincerity, confidence, personality 

development, commitment, frankness, honesty, communication, companionship, satisfaction, 

respect, honor, co-operation, sharing, intimacy and compassion. Keeping these factors in view of 

what should be in a marriage, there are certain things that should be avoided in order to maintain 

a happy and peaceful marriage. The things that should be avoided include ego, ignorance, 

accusations, negative criticism, discouragement, heated arguments, selfishness, rigidity, offense 

and opposition. In short, we may say that marriage is a bond between two individuals of the 

opposite that satisfies physical, mental and moral needs that fulfills the inborn need of human 

character and soul. It is the partnership that ensures a happy life in the form of a mutual bond 

between two biologically, psychologically and physiologically opposite humans. 

Literature Review: 

Southam, B. (1968) critically appreciates Jane Austen as the "authoress of marriage and 

inheritance". Furthermore he says that "she lived and died a spinster; yet she seems to have had a 

large experience in the perfidy of all attachments." 

Ford, B. (1982) is of the view that "Jane Austen's novels are domestic novels, novels 

centered on marriage; most of the commentary and moral discussion in fact directed towards 

defining the conditions of a good marriage, and preparing the one good marriage which contrasts 

with all others in the novel and so dominates it. But marriage is a social pact and so must answer 

to public dimension. The general expectations of this book are that people will make the 

marriages they deserve," and that the climax will be Elizabeth's marriage when she has resolved 
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her dilemmas. 

"Jane Austen," said James, H. (1914) in of the few large misjudgments that we can lay at his 

door, "was instinctive and charming... For single examples of what composition, distribution, 

arrangement can do of how they intensify the life of a work of art, we have to go elsewhere." 

Further he discusses Austen's writing that she "does not simply mirror a society but subtly 

composes it into existence. She is indeed the kind of novelist who depends on the guarantee of 

society... but also it's capacity to generate standards of life worthy enough to measure lives by-to 

bring her fictional world into being; of course at the same time her fictional creation brings that 

society into being." 

Jane Austen in 18
th

 Century: 

The eighteenth century is popularly known as the age of Romanticism or the Romantic 

Age with respect to the literary style of writing. This literary movement is paralleled to the social 

and political influence of revolutions like the American Revolution and French Revolution of the 

eighteenth century. In literature, the writers and poets were inclined towards emotions, passion 

for nature, beauty and imagination. It was a revolt against the pre-existing conventions prevailing 

in the classical society of the seventeenth century. 

In the eighteenth century, not only did poetry flourish but the genre of novel gained much 

popularity. Novelists like Jane Austen and Sir Walter Scott were highly appreciated for their 

contribution to this genre. The earlier half of this century, realism in relation to emotions and 

imagination were observed by novelists like Richardson and Fielding. By the end of this century, 

the element of realism turned into crime, insanity and terror. It was through Austen and Scott’s 

contribution that novel was taken seriously in the structural aspect by integrating it with the 

central theme. 

Jane Austen’s life scope was not quite broad but rather limited. Even while living in this 

limited circle, she managed to understand and estimate the realistic values of life with accuracy 

and finesse. She was the daughter of a humble clergyman. Their main interest was focused on 

household issues, country gatherings and interest in matrimony. Within this area of life she 

noticed the people living in this small world of their own free from far-fetched interests, 

ambitions, passions and tragic struggles of life. These are the characteristics she shows in her 

novels. She is highly appreciated for her mastery in characterization with respect to her acute 

power of observation. 

It may be summed up about her novels that they are genuinely narrow and restricted in 

their range. She is reserved and relates to the domestic issues of a household. Her themes are 

social in nature, concerned with matrimony, confined to country side and more or less the middle 

and upper middle class. There are no sudden changes, immediate twists, breath-taking climaxes 
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or sensational thrills in her novels. “Jane Austen”, said Henry James in one of the few large 

misjudgments we can lay at his door, “was instinctive and charming… For single examples of 

what composition, distribution, arrangement can do of how they intensify the life of a work of 

art, we have to go elsewhere.” 

She provided reformation and castigation to the eighteenth century novel. She was among 

those literary figures who wrote pure novels. Her concepts were refined and simplified reflecting 

the true picture of the English society at that time. She maintained her focus on the structural and 

technical importance of a novel. Instead of amplifying the existing themes of the Romantic age, 

she focused on the basic human emotions and sentiments like ordinary feelings of everyday life. 

She was one of the sincerest examples of the people who wrote art for art’s sake. 

Theme of Marriage in Pride and Prejudice: 

As said by Boris Ford (1982), “Jane Austen’s novels are domestic novels, novels 

centered on marriage; most of the commentary and moral discussions is in fact directed towards 

defining the conditions for good marriage and preparing the good marriage which contrasts with 

all others in the novel and so dominates it… The general expectations of this book are that 

people will make the marriages they deserve.” 

Pride and Prejudice is one of the widely popular novels published by Jane Austen in 

1813. It was originally written as First Impressions between 1796 and 1797. One of the major 

themes that can be seen in this novel is marriage. Through different types of marriages between 

the characters of this novel, Austen conveys the different bases that are set according to personal 

accommodations in the society. Through one pre-existing marriage and four marriages that take 

place in the proceeding of the novel, she describes the good and bad reasons in marriage. 

The importance of marriage is closely related to money in this novel. Jane Austen makes 

it clear in the very first line of the novel, when she writes, “a single man in possession of a good 

fortune, must be in want of a wife.” This makes it obvious that the 18
th
 Century English society 

related financial standing with the bond of marriage. Throughout the novel it can be seen that 

whenever the issue of marriage rises, the economic factor is no far behind. Up to some extent it 

may be said that marriage is closely related to the social status on economical basis. 

Austen satirizes this conventional attitude of English society. Marriage is considered to 

be a social contract where the partners are obliged to each other. The responsibilities towards 

each other bound them to be each other’s dutiful significant other. In this way, an adequate 

income does not seem to be sufficient enough. The amount of money is considered a guaranteed 

security. 

The plot of this novel is basically concerned with the family of the protagonist Elizabeth; 

the Bennett family. Her mother, Mrs. Bennett's mind is always pre-occupied with the thought of 
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marrying her daughters to suitable sons-in-law. As soon as her family gets the news of a rich 

bachelor arriving in town, Mrs. Bennett's hopes get high on this note that he might fancy one of 

her daughters. Mrs. Bennett has five daughters; Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine (Kitty) and 

Lydia. The concern of marriage was not just limited to Mrs. Bennett, but it was the concern of 

every mother, at that time, in the English Society. This concern became an inevitable part of the 

nature of their daughters. So, they had an in-built concept of marriage that was always on their 

minds. 

One of the first marriages that we are introduced to is the old marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 

Bennett. From the very onset of the novel, we see that they both have conflicting ideas and their 

personalities are poles apart. Later on, in the novel, we discover that Mr. Bennett had married 

Mrs. Bennett on the basis of her breath-taking beauty. But with the passage of time, he had 

noticed that her nature and intellect was not a suitable and compatible match for him. On one 

hand, Mr. Bennett is perceived as a witty, intellectual and sharp personality. Mrs. Bennett's 

blunt, sloppy mannered and domestic approach opposes her husband. Yet they had still 

succeeded in staying together for almost twenty three years. The distance between the two with 

respect to marital compatibility has grown. Mr. Bennett hints irritation by displaying "quick 

parts, sarcastic humor, reserve and caprice." Mrs. Bennett displays aloofness. Her lack of 

understanding and increasing nervousness adds fuel to the already existing fire. This gap is 

obvious yet they still live together as members of their family. 

This type of marriage that Jane Austen has described in her novel is a sign of personal 

efforts to maintain a relationship. Mr. Bennett has internally accepted his mistake of choosing a 

wife solely on the basis of her outer beauty. Beauty is a concept that was well known in the 

Romantic Age. It should also be kept in mind that beauty is mortal, especially human beauty. It 

fades with the passage of time and grows old with age. The feminine beauty of Mrs. Bennett was 

bound to lose with time. It may also be considered that Mr. and Mrs. Bennett are compromising 

in their relationship for the sake of their daughters. The main issue is the marriage of their 

daughters. It is of much more importance to Mrs. Bennett as compared to Mr. Bennett. Their 

view about a potential son-in-law for their daughters is also very different. Where Mrs. Bennett 

is more concerned with the social status and financial income of the man regardless the 

compatibility of him with her daughter. Mr. Bennett seems to be more considerate about his 

daughters' nature in relation to her potential husband. It might be possible that this is his way to 

redemption of his own marriage that lacks the understanding and compatibility. He does not 

want his daughters to have those difficulties that he is facing in his own life for the past twenty 

three years. 

In chapter XV, the character of Mr. Collins is introduced. He works under the patronage 

of Lady Catherine. He is described as a sensible man though his actions seem otherwise. He is 

the Bennett's cousin and has come to town with the intention to marry one of the Bennett sisters. 

Mrs. Bennett is interested in marrying off one of her daughters to him. He has a fairly sufficient 
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income and a reasonable living to offer. His first choice was Jane but Mrs. Bennett forces him to 

change his mind by saying that she is to be engaged to someone else. He places his reasons in 

chapter XIX as: 

"My reasons for marrying are, first that I think it is a right thing for every clergyman in easy 

circumstances (like myself) to set the example of matrimony in his parish. Secondly, that I am 

convinced it will add very greatly to my happiness, and thirdly--which perhaps I ought to have 

mentioned earlier that it is particular advice and recommendation of the very noble lady whom I 

have the honor of calling patroness." 

Elizabeth refuses to accept his proposal. The concept of marriage to her is very different from the 

one that Mr. Collins has portrayed. In the light of Elizabeth's character, it seems like a justified 

decision. 

Mr. Collins moves on to proposing Charlotte Lucas; Elizabeth's best friend and neighbor. 

She accepts the proposal as she is already eager to get married under the economic pressure and 

her age factor. Elizabeth is shocked when she finds about this. Yet Charlotte defends herself by 

saying that she was not looking for love in marriage and is not a romantic person. Even Jane 

defends this action of hers. In the light of the English society at that time, it seems that money is 

really an important factor that needs to be considered before getting married. 

At the start of the novel, Mr. Bennett's view of being in an incompatible marriage defends 

the needs of an understanding partner. The attitude of the English society, at that time, opposed 

the concept of understanding on the basis of love. Love is never considered important in their 

relationship. The importance of love is replaced by the importance of money in marriage. This is 

proved by the marriage between Mr. Collins and Charlotte. Later on, when Austen shows their 

life after marriage, the rate of compromise seems very high and yet the partners are still 

displaying their content in such a bond. This shows the unromantic side of Charlotte and the 

writer herself. Yet Jane Austen still does not support an unromantic marriage. 

The next to be married are Lydia and Wickham. Lydia is one of the younger children in 

the Bennett family. She is young, energetic and inspired by the whole concept of love. On the 

other hand, Wickham is unveiled as a man with deeper intentions rather than simply superficial 

facade of love. He is interested in economically rooted relationships. Not only is marriage a 

source of getting money but he also used his contact with Darcy's family for monetary gains. 

Lydia is a fine catch for Wickham, after he fails to trap Elizabeth in his plan. She is over 

whelmed by his good looks and charm. She believes that she is in love with him. He is anything 

but in love. They elope together. In the English society, at that time, eloping was a huge issue for 

a family. Wickham demands money in fulfill the condition set by her family to get married. It 

would break hell lose on the Bennett family if Darcy had not met Wickham's financial demands 

on time. Eventually they get married. But this marriage is not one based of love. It does seem to 

apparently give the impression of a love marriage, but it is not so. Lydia is foolish enough to 
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confuse her own feelings with what Wickham had manipulated her to feel. Their marriage was 

an emotional step not a romantic one. It creates problems not only for the couple but for the 

whole Bennett family. Eventually their marriage is bound to fail. This is hinted in the last chapter 

of the text in the novel. 

A new type of marriage is introduced which is fairly complicated as compared to the 

other marriages that have already been shown in the novel. This marriage is between Jane 

Bennett and Charles Bingley. Both of these characters are considerably flat characters in this 

novel. They are simple, sophisticated, naive and sincerely in love. The external factors influence 

their relationship and create much turbulence throughout the novel. But at the end, their 

courtship results in a positive outcome and they happily get married. 

This relationship basically depicts the social set up of the English society. Charles 

Bingley is a well off, rich bachelor. When he comes to town, Mrs. Bennett sets to the job of 

match making him with her daughter Jane. Even though it might seem to be an arrangement to 

set up Bingley with Jane, it is not so. Bingley appreciate Jane for the way she is and likewise. 

Jane is a calm and collected young lady who always seems to preserve the brightness even in the 

darkness situations. She never thinks ill of anyone. They come together as a loving and caring 

couple. Their marriage is one based only on love. They do not seem to highlight their social 

standings. Though the characters around them constantly remind them and realize that there is a 

social gap between the two. 

One of the main marriages of concern is the one between Elizabeth Bennett and Mr. 

Darcy. They are the protagonist couple of this novel. Their relationship is a complicated one.  In 

the novel, Darcy “was the proudest, most disagreeable man in the world, and everybody hoped 

that he would never come there again." (12) He is of aristocratic demeanor, civilized manner and 

conduct. He is very proud and has a natural superiority of his wealth. On the other hand, 

Elizabeth belongs to a comparatively lower class family and has a gentler personality. But her 

character is one of the greatest characters in literature as she proves to be a strong, independent 

woman. From the onset of the novel, the difference between their characters is highlighted. The 

flat rejection of Elizabeth to Darcy’s proposal does not strike as a shock to the readers. She 

disregards his pride until he humbles himself. Elizabeth also manages to resolve her prejudice 

against Darcy as to being false, when the truth dawns upon her. For them, marriage is a union of 

love. The decision to get married should be in the hands of the individuals who are to be bonded 

in this union. Their marriage demonstrates economic merging where one lowers his level and the 

other rises. They also represent the power of love that rises above against all odds. 

Marriage in Pakistani Society: 

The concept of marriage in Pakistan is a vital one. The approaches that Austen has 

portrayed in her novel Pride and Prejudice can be traced in Pakistani marriages.  In Jane 

Austen’s time, marriage and courtship were one of the conventions given most importance in the 
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society. Austen begins with the adage that, "a single man in possession of a good fortune must be 

in want of a wife" (page 5). This highlights the importance of a bachelor’s financial 

sustainability in contributing to his marital life. At that time, the concern did not solely lie with 

the social and financial security of the couple, but also with the continuation of the generation in 

order to secure the inherited property. Marriage of reputable young women usually was an 

arranged one. 

It is seen in Pride and Prejudice, that Mrs. Bennett is obsessed with the thought of 

marrying her daughters to suitable men, as soon as they become young ladies. Similarly in 

Pakistan, as soon as person has reached adolescence, marriage becomes a social compulsion. 

Even if the person is not to get married for a while, the plan of getting married sooner or later is 

made clear to him. A spinster is socially looked down upon and the pressure of marriage turns 

into a burden. 

There are different factors which compel people to unite into a bond which may or may 

not be favorable for that individual. Apart from the aspects that Austen has notified in her novel, 

like financial or amorous issues, one of the highlighting factors in Pakistan is religion. 

Religiously it is an obligation to marry at least once. If one does not do so, people set up 

religious doctrines against them. 

For women, they economically wish to be secure. Parents want their daughters to be 

married to well-off gentlemen. In some cases, parents educate their daughters only for the sake 

of marrying them off into socially stable and high class families. There are a few examples of 

social climbers in every social stratum in Pakistan. It is a common observation that Pakistani 

mothers, like Mrs. Bennett, want to marry her daughters to socially well off men. Dowry is also 

an issue where the general items of use and household items are brought along by the bride to her 

husband’s house. The worth of the bride and her family is often synonymous to what she brings 

and what she fails to bring. 

Another concern, especially in feudal systems, is the continuity of generation. Property 

issues and financial security is closely related to the number of male children in a family. So not 

only is their marital pressure but also the pressure having children as soon as possible. If a couple 

fails to fulfill the feudal requirement of giving birth to a son, the parents of the man marry him 

for the second time to someone else. 

The type of marriage between Mr. and Mrs. Bennett is that of more than 50% of middle 

aged married couples in Pakistan. The concept of love is quite invisible at that stage when the 

marriage has lasted for more than two decades. It becomes more of a mutual understanding and 

compromise which either of the partners would not think of letting go to avoid damnation of the 

consequences. 

The marriage between Bingley and Jane is a contented, happy arrange marriage. Both 
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Charles Bingley and Jane Bennett are flat characters and not noticeable development or growth 

can be seen. They represent the young generation of honorable upper-middle class and middle 

class families. They do not object the way they are intertwined into a bond of marriage and they 

both seem quite happy with it. This is an example of a successful arranged marriage where the 

union is favorable for the couple by mutually bonding with each other. 

Charlotte and Mr. Collins represent the type of union that is a result of social pressure. 

The consequences of not being married at a suitable age are tough to face. Either of the partners 

does not make any special effort or attempt to be quite choosy or bossy about their partner. 

Though Mr. Collins first wanted to marry Jane or Elizabeth, but basically his motive behind the 

proposal was to have a suitable wife. When he finds Charlotte to be a suitable wife for him, he 

agrees to marry her. Charlotte marries Mr. Collins, regardless Elizabeth’s dismay, as she was 

getting old for marriage and felt like she was a burden on her family. It was the need of both of 

the partners to get married to any suitable person possible. This is what usually happens to 

women or men who reach a certain age that is not very young and suitable for marriage. So they 

settle for the best possible option, even if it goes against what they might have thought of. 

As for the elopement of Lydia and Wickham, such examples can be traced in Pakistan. 

When two individuals fall in love, it is most likely that their Pakistani parents will object their 

choice. It is unconventional to fall in love and get married to the person of your choice, in most 

cases. When such people fail to find any possible solution for their union, they seek refuge in 

eloping. This is when they prefer love over their family. According to Pakistani social norms, 

eloping is unethical and immoral. It is condemned in the most brutal manner. The individuals 

become a disgrace for their family and they are rejected from every social institution. 

The marriage of the protagonist Elizabeth Bennett and Darcy is an ideal one with respect 

to Pakistani society. With the emergence of facilities, awareness and education, people have 

started exploring possibilities of being compatible with other individuals. The most important 

compatibility is the mental one which enables an individual to understand the other at a greater 

level. This type of mental affiliation and compatibility proves to be very blissful in a marital 

perspective. Just like Elizabeth and Darcy happen to truly love each other by resolving their 

prejudice and pride, it proves that true love has the power to conquer over all odds. Though in 

Pakistan, this is a fairly new concept. But with the passage of time it seems to have become a 

favorable one. 

Conclusion: 

The concept of marriage in eighteenth century English society can be traced in the twenty 

first century Pakistani society. Even with the advancement of civilizations, the marital issues are 

very basic and can be related to history. The society of England at that time had very rigid and 

firm ideas regarding all social dimensions of life. Marriage has always been given importance 

throughout the centuries. It was considered a compulsory partnership. The views of people were 
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strong and held an impact on the individuals regardless their personal choices. The social hold of 

the views proved marriage of vital importance. Every single detail related to this perspective was 

fussed about and attended to. The parents as well as the individuals constantly remained 

obsessed with getting married and settling down for a married family life. With the passage of 

time, the Western concept of marriage and family structure modified. Marriage is not as 

obligatory as it was a few centuries ago. Alternative options have also been adapted for the 

convenience of individuals like domestic partnership. The social impact of public opinion is not 

strong anymore. An individual’s independent life is fair enough to be based on his own opinions 

and decisions without consultation. 

 In Pakistan, the concept of marriage is still a Victorian one. The impact of the 

society as well as the family especially the parents are influential. As soon as a person reaches 

puberty every other person seems to be concerned about his marriage. With the passage of time, 

this idea is not raging anymore. Educated families and people from urban areas have developed 

awareness of considerable criterion and age for marriage. Now days, educating offspring is of 

more importance. When the children are sensible enough to make their own decisions and 

understand not only themselves, but other people as well, then their marriage is considered. 

Otherwise it used to be a matter of rush to marry off children at a young age. Though it is still so 

in many backward areas where issues like dowry, feudal family, childhood engagements and 

social as well as financial security is still an issue. Even with the passage of centuries, Pakistani 

society seems to be remote as compared to the global advancement of marital norms and 

cultures. 
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