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SSttrruuccttuurree  ooff  FFaammiillyy  SSiizzee  iinn  UUrrbbaann  AArreeaass::    AA  ssttuuddyy  oonn  TTeellaannggaannaa,,  

CCooaassttaall  AAnnddhhrraa  aanndd  RRaayyaallaasseeeemmaa  rreeggiioonnss  ooff  AAnnddhhrraa  PPrraaddeesshh  

DDrr..  AAsshhookk  KKuummaarr  LLoonnaavvaatthh,,    

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  GGeeooggrraapphhyy,,    

OOssmmaanniiaa  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  SScciieennccee,,  

  HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  AAnnddhhrraa  PPrraaddeesshh,,  IInnddiiaa  

  

AAbbssttrraacctt::  

UUrrbbaanniizzaattiioonn  iiss  aa  pprroocceessss  wwhhiicchh  rreevveeaallss  iittsseellff  tthhrroouugghh  tteemmppoorraall,,  ssppaattiiaall  aanndd  sseeccttoorraall  

cchhaannggeess  iinn  tthhee  ddeemmooggrraapphhiicc,,  ssoocciiaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc,,  tteecchhnnoollooggiiccaall  aanndd  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  aassppeeccttss  ooff  

lliiffee  iinn  aa  ggiivveenn  ssoocciieettyy..  UUrrbbaanniizzaattiioonn  iiss  aa  pprrooggrreessssiivvee  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  uurrbbaann  

uunniitt..  TThheessee  cchhaannggeess  mmaanniiffeesstt  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn  ooff  ppooppuullaattiioonn  iinn  

hhuummaann  sseettttlleemmeennttss,,  llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  vviillllaaggeess,,  iinn  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  

sseeccoonnddaarryy  aanndd  tteerrttiiaarryy  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ffuunnccttiioonnss,,  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  pprrooggrreessssiivvee  aaddooppttiioonn  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  ssoocciiaall  

ttrraaiittss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ttyyppiiccaall  ooff  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  rruurraall  ssoocciieettiieess..  TThhee  aaiimm  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ssttuuddyy  ddeeaallss  wwiitthh  

tthhee  cchhaannggee  iinn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  ssiizzee  iinn  tthhee  uurrbbaann  cceenntteerrss  ooff  tthhee  2233  ddiissttrriiccttss  ooff  AAnnddhhrraa  PPrraaddeesshh  ffrroomm  

11996611  ttoo  22001111..  TThhiiss  ssttuuddyy  aallssoo  rreevveeaallss  wwiitthh  ppaatttteerrnn  ooff  ffaammiillyy  ssiizzee  iinn  tthhrreeee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  rreeggiioonnss  aanndd  

aallssoo  tthhee  ssttaattee  aass  aa  hhoollee..    

KKeeyy  WWoorrddss::  UUrrbbaann  FFaammiillyy  SSiizzee,,  TTeellaannggaannaa,,  CCooaassttaall  AAnnddhhrraa,,  RRaayyaallaasssseemmaa    

 

Introduction 

Traditionally urban geographical studies have been primarily concerned with the 

visible landscape of the city. A closer look in to the landscape patterns and the causes of their 

development would reveal that the form and structure of any city is associated with the past 

and present population, with its concomitant social and economic institutions, distinctive 

occupation and functions. Among the variables of demography structure, size, density, 

growth, literacy, age and sex are of great concern. Their spatial dimensions are significant as 

they highlight the underlying variations, both at macro and micro level. They illustrate 

different rates of urbanization experienced by the town
1
.  

The present study analyzes the character of family size district wise in Andhra 

Pradesh during the census year 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011.  
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Study area: 

The Andhra Pradesh state is situated between the latitude 12°37'N to 19°54'N and the 

longitudes 76°45'E to 84°46'E covering an area of 2, 75,045 sq kms. It is bounded on the east 

by the Bay of Bengal, on the north by Maharastra, Chhattisgarh and Orissa, on the west by 

Karnataka and Maharastra and on the South by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Andhra Pradesh 

has been divided into three regions, namely Telangana, Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema. It 

has the longest coastline among all littoral states in India (972 kms long). Culturally, the 

capital city of the state, Hyderabad, lies in the traditional zone of Indian cultures and itself 

represents a synthesis of North and South Indian culture. 

Objectives: 

1. To study and examine the size of the family district wise, regional wise and state wise 

from 1961 to 2011 

2. To identify and examine the low and high family size in various districts form 1961 to 

2011. 

3. To study the factors responsible for variations in family size district wise, regional 

wise and state wise. 

Hypothesis 

1. It is assumed that the family size is low in the higher order of settlements and high in 

low order settlements 

2. It is assumed that the social and cultural practices have high impact of the family size. 

3. It is also assumed the geographical factors like as geomorphology, land, climate has 

impact on the size of the family.  

Methodology 

1. For the purpose of the study the data related to number of urban house hold and urban 

population of the all the towns in Andhra Pradesh from 1961 to 2011 is collected 

2. The data collected is processed to find out the family size district wise from 1961 to 

2011. 

3. Coropleath maps are drawn with the help of GIS technology to indicate the variation 

in family size district wise form 1961 to 2011 

  Review of literature 

Predominant rural form of life usually overshadows the growing population of India‟s 

population residing in urban India. Developments are modifying the traditional religious 

beliefs of the caste system, nature of the family and marriage, social satisfaction and other 
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traditional ways of life. The industrialization and urbanization may not always result in the 

transformation of traditional ways of life but the metropolitan cities do show that the old 

ways are undergoing considerable changes and new pattern of life, combining both old and 

new in varying degree are taking shape, emphasizing more or less greater degree of 

individuality, rationality, adaptive attitude, occupational achievement, formalism and 

secondary form of relationship. The trends constitute the basis of modernization
2
. 

 

Table 1 given below indicates that the family size in Telangana region is minimum at 4.3 in 

2011 and was maximum at 5.5 in 1981. Table 1 indicates that family size is increasing from 

1961 to 1981 and decreasing from 1991 to 2011. The family size in Coastal Andhra region is 

minimum 3.9 in 2011 and maximum 5.11 in 1971. Family size is increased from 1961 to 

1971 and decreased from 1981 to 2011.The family size in Rayalaseema region is at a 

minimum of 4.3 in 2011 and a maximum of 5.3 in 1981. Family size in Rayalaseema 

increased from 1961 to 1981 and decreased from 1981 to 2011.  

The family size in all the three regions shows increasing pattern from 1961 to 1981 and 

decreasing pattern from 1991 to 2011. The decreasing pattern of family size indicates that 

awareness is developed among the people about the difficulties of larger families. Secondly 

improved medical facilities which brought decline in the death rates have created an idea 

among the people to prefer small families and it also vanished the idea of preferring large 

families as a part of social beliefs. 

        Educational development, economic development, political development, industrial 

development, development in agriculture sector brought the awareness among the people to 

prefer small families. This type of development is witnessed in coastal Andhra region ahead 

of Telangana and Rayalaseema region that is the reason why the Coastal Andhra region 

recorded low family size from 1961 to 2011. 

 

 The given table 1 also indicates that size of family is varying between 3.7 and 7.2 persons 

per house hold from 1961 to 2011. The minimum and maximum size of family is lowest 

during 2011 (3.7 and 4.8) and minimum and maximum size of family is highest in 1971 i.e. 

4.4 and 7.2 persons per house hold. The size of family in 1961 is 3.1 and 5.4. It has increased 

to 4.4 and 7.2 in 1971. The minimum and maximum family size is decreasing in every 

decadal year starting from 1981 to 2011. Hence figures 1 to 6 shows there is a decline in the 

family size from 1971 to 2011 in Andhra Pradesh.             
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The figure 1 indicates the family size in Telangana region during 1961. It shows the 

mixed pattern comprising high and low. The minimum and maximum is 3.1 and 5.4 persons 

per household in 1961. The family size is high in the western part of Telangana districts 

(Medak, Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar). Average family size is observed in Ranga Reddy and 

Warangal districts, below average and lowest family size is present in Adilabad, Nizamabad, 

Karimnagar, Nalgonda and Khammam districts. 

In Coastal Andhra family size is average with an exception in few districts 

(Vizianagaram, Visakapatmnam and East Godavari). East Godavari district has the lowest 

family size during 1961. In Rayalaseema region family size is above average and high in 

1961. 

The overall figure shows that nature of family size is high in Rayalaseema region, 

high and low in Telangana region, average and less than average in Coastal Andhra Region 

during 1961. The general pattern of a belt of „high‟ is in the western part of the state and 

patches of low in Coastal Andhra and Telangana. 

Figure 2 indicate minimum and maximum family size in 1971 is 4.4 and 7.2 persons 

per household. The family size in Telangana region is found to be less than average and low 

except in Hyderabad and Mahabubnagar districts. The family size continues to be high in the 

western part of Telangana region (Nizamabad,Medak, Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy, 

Mahabubnagar) and also in Warangal. Below average and low family size is seen in 

Adilabad, Karimnagar, Nalgonda and Khammam districts. 

In Coastal Andhra region the family size is observed as average and low except in 

Krishna and Prakasam districts which has very low family size. The size of family in 

Prakasam is low during 1971. Above average and high family size is present in Rayalaseema 

region. 

The overall picture shows that the family size is high in Rayalaseema region, average 

and low in Telangana region and average and low in Coastal Andhra Region during 1971.  

Figure 3 indicates that minimum and maximum family size in 1981 is 4.4 and 6.0 

persons per household. The family size in Telangana region is more than average and high in 

all districts except Adilabad. The family size continues as high in Mahabubnagar and 

Hyderabad districts. More than average family size is found in other districts of Telangana 

region, low family size is recorded in Adilabad district. 

In Coastal Andhra region the family size is less than average and low in all the 

districts. Above average and high family size is recorded in Rayalaseema region. 



International journal of advanced scientific and technical research        Issue 4 volume 1, January-February 2014          

Available online on   http://www.rspublication.com/ijst/index.html                                              ISSN 2249-9954 
 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 792 
 

The overall figure shows that the family size is high in Rayalaseema region, more 

than average and high in Telangana region, less than average and low in Coastal Andhra 

Region in 1981.  

Figure 4 indicates that minimum and maximum family size in 1991 is 4.4 and 5.9 

persons per household. The family size in Telangana region is seen to be average and less 

than average except Mahabubnagar and Hyderabad districts. The family size continues to be 

high in Mahabubnagar and Hyderabad districts in 1991 also.  

In Coastal Andhra region the family size is recorded as less than average and low in 

all the districts. In Rayalaseema region nature of family size is above average and high.  

The overall picture shows that the size of family is high in Rayalaseema region, more 

than average and high in Telangana region, less than average and low in Coastal Andhra 

Region during 1991.  

The figure 5 indicates that minimum and maximum family size in 2001 is 4.2 and 5.5 

persons per household. The size of family in Telangana region is found to be above average 

and high in all districts except Ranga Reddy and Khammam. The family size is continuously 

high in Mahabubnagar and Hyderabad districts. The family size in Nizamabad also recorded 

a high during this decade. Khammam recorded very low.  

The districts of Coastal Andhra region recorded low family size during this decade. In 

Rayalaseema region the family size is above average and high. The overall figure shows that 

nature of family size is high in Rayalaseema and Telangana regions, very low in Coastal 

Andhra Region during this decadal year.  

Figure 6 shows the minimum and maximum family size in 2011 and it is 3.7 and 4.8 

persons per household respectively. The nature of family size in Telangana region is recorded 

as above average and high in all districts except Khammam. The family size was always high 

in Mahabubnagar and Hyderabad. The family size in Nizamabad districts is also high during 

this decade. The family size in Khammam district is recorded as very low.  

In Coastal Andhra region the family size is low in many districts. During this decade 

the family size in Nellore is above average while Visakapatnam, Vizianagaram and 

Srikakulam recorded below average. In the districts of Rayalaseema region the family size 

continues to record above average and high during this decade also. 

The overall picture shows that the family size is high in Rayalaseema and Telangana 

regions, very low in Coastal Andhra Region.  
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Conclusions 

The family size in Coastal Andhra region is average and less than average when 

compared with other two regions of the state where the family size is more than average and 

high. Firstly this is because joint family system is existed in Telangana and Rayalaseema 

regions where as nuclear family system exists in Coastal Andhra region. Secondly Coastal 

Andhra region is politically, economically, educationally more developed. Telangana region 

was under the Nizam rule till the formation of Andhra Pradesh state in 1956. This is also the 

reason that this region is not much exposed to the development and the family size was found 

to be high in this region.  

The family size is found to be declining in the state from 1981 to 2011. The family 

size the in western part of Andhra Pradesh has continuously recorded a high from 1961 to 

2011.The family size in northern part of Andhra Pradesh comprising Telangana districts also 

recorded above average and high family size during 1961 to 2011 except 1971 where the 

family size in Adilabad and Karimnagar recorded a low. 

The family size in the entire region of coastal Andhra continuously recorded low from 

1961 to 2011 except 1961 and 1971 where the family size in Visakapatnam and 

Vizianagaram districts is high in the first case and the nature family size in Krishna is high in 

second case. 

The whole of Rayalaseema region shows that nature of family size is always high in 

Kurnool and Ananthapur from 1961 to 2011 whereas Cuddapah and Chittor also recorded 

above average and high form 1961 to 2011. 

The family size in Adilabad, Warangal, Mahabubnagar, Kurnool, Visakapatnam, 

Vizianagaram was high or above the average from 1961 to 2011 and Khammam also 

recorded high during 1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991. Peculiar similarity of these districts is that 

these districts were having agency areas. Tribal population living in the agency area was not 

exposed to developmental schemes and they continue to carry on their own customs and 

traditional followings. Large family systems and joint family systems are present in these 

areas which is also the reason for presence of high family size in those districts. The family 

size in Hyderabad is always recorded high from 1961 to 2011. This is because of certain 

community of people who have majority of population in Hyderabad city believes in larger 

family systems.   

The decreasing family size in the state from 1961 to 2011 indicates that joint family 

system which existed before independence and also during early independence period is 
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slowly converted to nuclear family system. The Coastal Andhra region which is prone to 

development much before the independence prefers small family size where as the large 

family system and joint family system still exists in Telangana and Rayalaseema region. This 

indicates that Coastal Andhra region is much exposed to the developmental activities 

compared with the other two regions of Andhra Pradesh. 
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Table 1: FAMILY SIZE      

Table 1: Andhra Pradesh  

Size of family in Urban Area - District Wise 1961 – 2011 

 

District 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 

Adilabad 4.4 4.62 4.9 5.0 4.9 4.3 

Nizamabad 4.6 4.87 5.2 5.5 5.3 4.6 

Karimnagar 4.6 4.64 5.0 4.8 4.7 4.1 

Medak 5.2 4.85 5.5 5.4 5.0 4.4 

Hyderabad 5.4 5.57 6.0 5.9 5.5 4.6 

RnagaReddy 5.0 4.86 5.1 4.8 4.6 4.2 

Mahabubnagar 5.1 5.66 5.7 5.8 5.5 4.8 

Nalgonda 4.3 4.82 5.3 5.0 4.8 4.1 

Warangal 4.9 4.95 5.4 5.1 4.7 4.1 

Khammam 4.3 4.65 5.0 4.8 4.4 3.8 

Telangana 5.0 5.21 5.5 5.4 5.0 4.3 

Srikakulam 4.7 4.79 4.9 4.8 4.6 4.0 

Vizianagaram 4.8 4.89 4.8 4.7 4.5 4.0 

Visakapatnam 4.8 5.00 4.9 4.6 4.4 3.9 

East Godavari 3.1 4.81 4.4 4.5 4.2 3.7 

West Godavari 4.6 4.98 4.7 4.4 4.2 3.8 

Krishna 4.6 7.15 4.8 4.5 4.4 3.8 

Guntur 4.6 4.69 4.4 4.5 4.4 3.9 

Prakasam 4.6 4.41 4.6 4.6 4.4 3.9 

Nellore 4.6 4.74 4.6 4.6 4.4 4.1 

Coastal Andhra 4.3 5.11 4.6 4.5 4.4 3.9 

Cuddapah 5.1 4.93 5.2 5.0 4.8 4.3 

Kurnool 5.2 5.41 5.5 5.5 5.2 4.6 

Ananthapur 4.5 5.25 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.3 

Chittor 4.9 4.99 5.1 4.7 4.6 4.1 

Rayalaseema 4.9 5.18 5.3 5.1 4.8 4.30 

Andhra Pradesh 4.64 5.16 5.07 4.95 4.73 4.16 
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Source: General Population Tables Andhra Pradesh A – 1 to A – 4 Census of   India 2001, 

Provisional Population Totals Census of India, Andhra Pradesh 2011      

  

Size of Family 1961-2011 

 

   
        Figure 1: Persons per household-1961          Figure 2: Persons per household -1971 

   
 

     Figure 3: Persons per household -1981   Figure 4: Persons per household -1991 
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       Figure 5: Persons per household - 2001    Figure.6: Persons per household - 2011 

 

     In the above maps the nature of households is divided into five classes. 1. Low  2. Below 

average 3.Average   4. Above average  5. High  
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