
International journal of advanced scientific and technical research                    Issue 4 volume 3, May-June 2014          

Available online on   http://www.rspublication.com/ijst/index.html                                              ISSN 2249-9954 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 44 
 

CCRRIIMMEESS  AAGGAAIINNSSTT  WWOOMMEENN  AANNDD  SSOOCCIIEETTAALL  IILLLLSS::  AANN  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW  

DDaayyaall  BBhhaawwaannaa**  aanndd  SSiinngghh  NNeeeettuu****  

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  hhuummaann  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  ffaammiillyy  ssttuuddiieess  

SScchhooooll  ffoorr  hhoommee  sscciieenncceess  

BBaabbaassaahheebb  BBhhiimmrraaoo  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ((cceennttrraall  uunniivveerrssiittyy))  

VViiddyyaa  VViihhaarr,,  RRaaiibbaarreellii  rrooaadd  

LLuucckknnooww--222266002255,,  UUttttaarr  PPrraaddeesshh  IInnddiiaa  

 

ABSTRACT  

Centuries have come, and centuries have gone, but the plight of women is not likely to change. Time has 

helplessly watched women suffering in the form of discrimination, oppression, exploitation, degradation, 

aggression, humiliation. Indian women through the countries remained subjugated and oppressed because 

society believed in clinging on to orthodox beliefs for the brunt of violence—domestic as well as public, 

Physical, emotional and mental. Crimes against women are a social menace, and a costly public health 

problem. It can take the form of threats, verbal abuse, battering, rape, and murder. It is an escalating pattern of 

coercive behaviour that includes physical, sexual, and psychological assaults. It can explode anywhere, 

anytime, and within any economic class. Violence against women is simply not a women's rights issue but a 

human rights issue. Many women, victims of domestic violence, live in fear of pain and death. They are isolated, 

often lacking in self-esteem. They tend to blame themselves for what is happening and they try to explain away 

the bruises and broken bones. It might not be easy to identify domestic violence at first. While some 

relationships are clearly abusive from the outset, abuse often starts subtly and gets worse over time. 

Keywords: crime against women’s, domestic violence, physical abuse 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

In the ancient Indian times women held a high place of respect in the society as mentioned in 

Rigveda and other scriptures. Volumes can be written about the status of our women and their 

heroic deeds from the vedicperiod to the modern times. But later on, because of social, 

political and economic changes, women lost their status and were relegated to the 

background. Many evil customs and traditions stepped in which enslaved the women and tied 

them to the boundaries of the house
8
. Physical, sexual and psychological violence strikes 

women in epidemic proportions worldwide. It crosses every social and economic class, every 

religion, race and ethnicity. From domestic abuse to rape as a weapon of war, violence 

against women is a gross violation of their human rights. Not only does it threaten women's 

health and their social and economic well-being, violence also thwarts global efforts to 

reduce poverty. The official statistics showed a declining sex-ratio, health status, literacy rate, 

work participation rate and political participation among women. While on the other hand the 

spread of social evils like dowry deaths, child marriage, domestic violence, rape, sexual 

harassment, exploitation of women workers are rampant in different parts of India.  



International journal of advanced scientific and technical research                    Issue 4 volume 3, May-June 2014          

Available online on   http://www.rspublication.com/ijst/index.html                                              ISSN 2249-9954 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 45 
 

Humiliation, rape, kidnapping, molestation, dowry death, torture, wife-beating etc. have 

grown up over the years
9
.  

The treatment of women‟s as sex object is a very common scenario in every sphere of life be 

it torture, rape, beating, molestation, physical abuse or any such thing that has a direct effect 

on the mental and physical state of the women.The treatment of girl as a burden on the family 

because of the reason for the huge dowry to given at the time of her wedding, and because of 

this reason many of the girls are not even encouraged to take up even middle education. 

Gender discrimination be it education,employment,home or anywhere is prevalent enough to 

attribute to the feeling of gender bias because of which girls are confined to the house. 

Violence happens everywhere, but India is a particularly tough place to be female. Over 40 

percent of the child marriages in the world take place in India. Sex selective abortions occur 

there at staggering rates. In 2011, the gender ratio was at its most imbalanced since India's 

1947 independence: among 

children six years old or 

under, there were only 914 

girls per every 1,000 boys. 

Increases in wealth and 

literacy have only 

exacerbated the problem of 

female feticide. Women lag 

far behind men because the 

laws granting rights to 

women have been extremely slow and their implementation lacks smoothness and 

effectiveness. 

Although, women are victims of all kinds of crime, be it cheating, murder, robbery, etc., yet 

the crimes in which a women is specifically targeted to be harmed are characterised as "crime 

against women”. Broadly, crimes against women are classified under two categories: 

 (1) Crimes under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which include seven crimes: 

 Rape (Sec. 376 IPC) 

 Kidnapping & Abduction for different purposes ( Sec. 363-373) 

 Homicide for Dowry, Dowry Deaths or their attempts (Sec. 302/304-B IPC) 

 Torture, both mental and physical (Sec. 498-A IPC) 
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 Molestation (Sec. 354 IPC) 

 Sexual Harassment (Sec. 509 IPC) 

 Importation of girls (up to 21 years of age) 

 

 (2) Crimes under Special and Local Laws (SLL), which include seventeen crimes, of 

which the important ones are:  

(i) immoral traffic (1956 and 1978 Act),  

(ii) dowry prohibition (1961 Act),  

(iii) committing Sati (1987 Act),  

(iv) indecent representation of women (1986 Act). 

(vi) Domestic violence act (2005 Act) 

The term violence is actually applied to physically striking an individual resulting in an 

injury
1 

,striking a person with the intent of causing harm but not actually causing it
2 

,act 

where there is high risk of causing injury
3  

or an act which may not involve actual hitting but 

involves verbal abuse and psychological stress and suffering. The distribution pattern of 

crimes against women has not changed much in the last few years, but between 2001 and 

2011 the overall number of incidents of crime against women rose steadily, and was 59% 

higher than in 2001. These figures are, at best, indicative. Rape and violence against women 

are among the most under-reported crimes worldwide because of the social stigma attached to 

the nature of the crime. The UN Office on Drugs and Crimes records that in 2010 there were 

only 1.8 cases of rape
6
 reported per thousand people in India; in Germany it was 9.4, in 

Norway the figure was 19.2, in the United States it was 27.3 and in Sweden it was 63.5 per 

thousand. It is legitimate to question whether these figures represent the number of crimes, or 

how easy it is for women in these countries to report them to the police. 

MEANING OF CRIME AGAINST WOMEN: 

The meaning of crime is defined as direct or indirect physical or mental cruelty to women. 

Crime which are specifically “directed against women” and in which the “women‟s are 

victims” are termed as crime against women
4
.Crimes against women are of various types as 

crimes involving sex for economic gains including prostitution, keeping of brothel 

seduction,wrongful confinement, trafficking, dowry extortion murder, crimes relating to 

women's property which includes dishonest misappropriation, criminal breath oftrust, 

extortion, robbery and murder, crimes in relation to sex including outraging the modes of 
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women, use of criminal force, assault, kidnapping, abduction wrongful confinement, rape, 

trafficking, adultery, murder, other immoral acts injurious to the society and other injurious 

acts against women.The United Nations defined “Violence against Women” in 1993 in 

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. It is defined as any act of gender 

biasness violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological 

harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation 

of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life
5
. The challenges Indian women face 

include an often misogynistic society outdated and sometimes repressive governance 

structures, an inefficient legal justice system, a weak rule of law and social and political 

structures that are heavily male-centric. According to the 2011 census the sex ratio between 

men and women indicates 940 women to a 1000 men which is a definite improvement over 

the 2001 census where the ratio was 933:1000. However, India still has one of the lowest sex 

ratios on the world with approximately 35 million women "missing". The highest number of 

missing women at birth is in the north-western states of Punjab, Rajasthan and Haryana, etc. 

Research indicates that 12% of this gap is found at birth which increased to 25% in 

childhood
7
. Much of the violence against Indian women is in the form of domestic violence, 

dowry deaths, acid attacks, honour killings, rape, abduction, and cruelty by husbands and in-

laws. One of the key challenges is dowry – a practice of the bride‟s family giving gifts of 

cash and kind to the groom and his 

family. In some cases the groom‟s 

family mistreats the bride if such 

demands are not met. To protect 

women against this threat the Indian 

government had enacted the Dowry 

Prohibition Act and the Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence 

Act and cruelty under Sec 498A of 

the Indian Penal Code. In 2012, 

according to the National Crime 

Records Bureau (NCRB), dowry 

deaths – or murders of women by 

the groom or in-laws because of 

unmet high dowry expectations – 
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constituted 3.4% of all crimes against women. In other words, last year in India on average 

22 women were killed per day because their families could not meet dowry demands. 

PROVISIONS FOR WOMEN IN INDIAN CONSTITUTION: 

Gender equality is enshrined in every sphere of Indian constitution, be it preamble, 

fundamental rights, fundamental duties and directive principles. The Constitution of India not 

only grants equality to women but also empowers the State to adopt measures of positive 

discrimination in favour of women for neutralizing the cumulative socio economic, education 

and political disadvantages faced by them.  Fundamental Rights, among others, ensure 

equality before the law and equal protection of law; prohibits discrimination against any 

citizen on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth, and guarantee equality of 

opportunity to all citizens in matters relating to employment.India has also ratified various 

international conventions and human rights instruments committing to secure equal rights of 

women. Key among them is the ratification of the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 1993
10

. 

Constitutional Provisions for women are as under:  

  

 

 Equality before law for women (Article 14) 

 

 The State not to discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, 

caste, sex, place of  birth or any of them (Article 15 (i))  

 

 The State to make any special provision in favour of women and children (Article 15 

(3)) 

 

 Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or 

appointment to any office under the State (Article 16) 

 

 The State to direct its policy towards securing for men and women equally the right to 

an adequate means of livelihood (Article 39(a)); and equal pay for equal work for 

both men and women (Article 39(d)) 

 

 To promote justice, on a basis of equal opportunity and to provide free legal aid  by 

suitable legislation or scheme or in any other way to ensure that opportunities for 

securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other 

disabilities (Article 39 A) 

 

 The State to make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and for 

maternity relief (Article 42) 
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 The State to promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the 

weaker sections of the people and to protect them from social injustice and all forms 

of exploitation (Article 46) 

 

 The State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people (Article 

47) 

 

 To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of 

India and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women (Article 51(A) 

(e)) 
 

 Not less than one-third (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging 

to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of seats to be 

filled by direct election in every Panchayat to be reserved for women and such seats 

to be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Panchayat (Article 243 

D(3)) 

 

 Not less than one- third of the total number of offices of Chairpersons in the 

Panchayats at each level to be reserved for women (Article 243 D (4)) 

 

 Not less than one-third (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging 

to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of seats to be 

filled by direct election in every Municipality to be reserved for women and such 

seats to be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Municipality(Article 

243 T (3)) 
 

 Reservation of offices of Chairpersons in Municipalities for the Scheduled Castes, 

the Scheduled Tribes and women in such manner as the legislature of a State may by 

law provide (Article 243 T (4) 

 

 

Legal Provisions for women are as under:  

 

 Factories Act 1948: Under this Act, a woman cannot be forced to work beyond 8 

hours and prohibits employment of women except between 6 A.M. and 7 P.M.  

 

 Maternity Benefit Act 1961: A Woman is entitled 12 weeks maternity leave with full 

wages.  

 

 The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961:Under the provisions of this Act demand of dowry 

either before marriage, during marriage and or after the marriage is an offence.  

 

 The Equal Remuneration Act of 1976: This act provides equal wages for equal work: 

It provides for the payment of equal wages to both men and women workers for the 

same work or work of similar nature. It also prohibits discrimination against women 

in the matter of recruitment.  
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 The Child Marriage Restrain Act of 1976: This act raises the age for marriage of a 

girl to 18 years from 15 years and that of a boy to 21 years.  

 

 Indian Penal Code: Section 354 and 509 safeguards the interests of women.  

 

 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1971:The Act safeguards women 

from unnecessary and compulsory abortions.  

 

 Amendments to Criminal Law 1983, which provides for a punishment of 7 years in 

ordinary cases and 10 years for custodial rape cases.  

 

 

 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act reserved 1/3rd seats in Panchayat and 

Urban Local Bodies for women.  

 

 The National Commission for Women Act, 1990: The Commission was set up in 

January, 1992 to review the Constitutional and legal safeguards for women.  

 

 The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993:  

 

 Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005: This Act protects women 

from any act/conduct/omission/commission that harms, injures or potential to harm is 

to be considered as domestic violence. It protects the women from physical, sexual, 

emotional, verbal, psychological, economic abuse and also marital rape.
12

 

 

 Protection of Women against Sexual Harassment at Workplace Bill, 2010: on 

November 4, 2010, the Government introduced protection of Women against Sexual 

Harassment at Workplace Bill, 2010, which aims at protecting the women at 

workplace not only to women employee but also to female clients, customer, students,  

research scholars in colleges and universities and patients in hospitals. The Bill was 

passed in Lok Sabha on 3.9.2012.  

 

 Section 376 A- if a person committing the offence of sexual assault, "inflicts an injury 

which causes the death of the person or causes the person to be in a persistent 

vegetative state, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 

not be less than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which 

shall mean the remainder of that person‟s natural life, or with death
11

 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF CRIMES AGAINST WOMENS: 

Women have been suffering since ages and this torture against them still continues in the 

form of murder, robbery, cheating etc. Although Women may be victims of any of the 



International journal of advanced scientific and technical research                    Issue 4 volume 3, May-June 2014          

Available online on   http://www.rspublication.com/ijst/index.html                                              ISSN 2249-9954 

R S. Publication, rspublicationhouse@gmail.com Page 51 
 

general crimes such as „Murder‟, „Robbery‟, „Cheating‟ etc. Crimes which are directed 

specifically against women are characterised as „Crimes Against Women‟. Various new 

legislations have been brought and amendments have been made in existing laws with a view 

to handle these crimes effectively. These are broadly classified under two categories i.e. (A) 

The Crimes under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and (B) The Crimes under the Special & 

Local Laws (SLL)
13. 

 

FIGURES AT AGLANCE-2012 

 

1 

KIDNAPPING &ABDUCTION OF WOMEN & 

GIRLS 

 

38262 

 

1.6 

 

6.5 

 

72.9 

 

21.2 

 

2 

ASSAULTON WOMEN WITH INTENTTO 

OUTRAGEHER MODESTY 

 

45351 

 

1.9 

 

7.7 

 

96.0 

 

24.0 

3 INSULTTO THE MODESTYOF WOMEN 9173 0.4 1.6 96.1 36.9 

4 CRUELTYBYHUSBAND OR HISRELATIVES 106527 4.5 18.2 93.6 15.0 

 

5 

IMPORTATION OFGIRLSFROMFOREIGN 

COUNTRIES 

 

59 

 

0.0 

 

0.0 

 

90.0 

 

16.1 

 TOTALCRIMEAGAINST WOMEN (IPC+SLL) 244270 10.2 41.7 91.7 21.3 

 

Source: National crime record bureau, census 2012 
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1) Rape (Sec. 376 IPC) (Incidence- 24,923 Rate- 4.3): 

Rape is one of the most common crimes against women in India
14

and by the UN‟s 

human-rights chief as a “national problem
15

. According to 2012 statistics, New Delhi 

has the highest number of rape-reports among Indian cities, while Jabalpur has the per 

capita incidence of reported rapes.
16

 Sources show that rape cases in India have 

doubled between 1990 and 2008.
17

 According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 

in 2012, 25,000 rape cases were reported across India. Out of these, 24,470 were 

committed by relative or neighbour. Men accounted to commit 98 per cent of reported 

rapes
18.

 The latest estimates suggest that a new case of rape is reported every 22 

minutes in India.
19 

 

2) Kidnapping & abduction (Sec. 363-373 IPC) (Incidence- 38,262 Rate- 6.5): 

According to the 2012 census, kidnapping and abduction cases have reported to 

increase to 7.6% of which Uttar Pradesh alone has accounted for 22.2% cases alone at 

national level.The number of kidnappings and abductions of women and girls have 

jumped a whopping 163.8% since 2002. 

 

3) Dowry Deaths (Sec. 302, 304B IPC) (Incidence- 8,233 Rate- 1.4): 

One woman dies every hour due to dowry related reasons on an average in the country, 

Death by burning of Indian women have been more frequently attributed to dowry 

conflicts.
21

 In dowry deaths, the groom‟s family is perpetrator of murder or suicide
22.

 

The Dowry Prohibition Act, passed in India in 1961, prohibits the request, payment or 

acceptance of a dowry, "as consideration for the 

marriage", where "dowry" is defined as a gift 

demanded or given as a precondition for a 

marriage. National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB) figures state that 8,233 dowry deaths 

were reported in 2012 from various states. The 

statistics work out to one death per hour. The 

number of deaths under this category of crime 

against women was 8,618 in 2011 but the 

overall conviction rate was 35.8 per cent, 

slightly above the 32 per cent conviction rate 

recorded in the latest data for 2012.
22 

 

4) Torture (cruelty by husband or his relatives) (Sec. 498-A IPC) (Incidence-

1,06,527 Rate-18.2): 

In 1983, domestic violence was recognised as a specific criminal offence by the 

introduction of section 498-A into the Indian Penal Code. This section deals with cruelty 

by a husband or his family towards a married woman. Four types of cruelty are dealt 

with by this law
23 

 conduct that is likely to drive a woman to suicide, 

 conduct which is likely to cause grave injury to the life, limb or health of the woman, 

 harassment with the purpose of forcing the woman or her relatives to give some 

property, or 
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 Harassment because the woman or her relatives is unable to yield to demands for 

more money or does not give some property. 

The NCRB statistics indicate that an Indian woman is most unsafe in her marital 

home with 43.6% of all crimes against women being "cruelty" inflicted by her 

husband and relatives. These numbers do not include incidences of marital rape, as 

India does not recognize marital rape as an offence
28

. Of the 24,923 rape incidences in 

India in 2012, 98% of the offenders were known to the victim
28

, which is higher than 

the global average of approximately 90%. 

5) Assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty (Sec. 354 IPC) (Incidence-

45,351 Rate- 7.7): 

In section 354 it has been mentioned that whoever assaults or forces any women 

intended to outrage her modesty shall be punished not less than one year which may 

be extended to five years and is also liable to be fined. The 2012 census of national 

crime record bureau shows the incidence of assault on women to have increased by 

5.5% over the past years. Madhya Pradesh has reported the highest incidence 

amounting to 14.7% of total such incidences while Kerala has reported the highest 

crime rate.
24 

 

6) Importation of girl from foreign country (Sec. 366-B IPC) (Incidence- 59): 

Importation of girls from other country or from Jammu and Kashmir under 

the age of twenty-one years with intent that she may be, or knowing it to be 

likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with another 

person is punishable under the Indian Penal Code sec.366-B with 

imprisonment which may extend to ten years and is also liable to be fined25. 

A decrease in the number of cases has been recently found in the census 

2012  of which only 59 cases have been reported in 2012. 

 

 

 
7) Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 

Act, 1956 (Incidence-2,563 Rate- 

0.4): 

The recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harbouring or receipt of 

persons, by means of threat or use 

of force or other forms of coercion, 

of abduction, of fraud, of deception, 

of abuse, of power or of a position 

of vulnerability or of the giving and 

the receiving of payments or 

benefits to achieve the consent of a 

person having control over any 

other person for the purpose of 

exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the 

prostitution of others or other forms or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced 

labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 

organs” 
26

. Cases seem to have increased in the recent years by 5.2% in which the 
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incidences in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu are comparatively high (19.5% and 

18.4% resp.)
27 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 
Violence against women in its various forms is a violation of human rights, the very 

nature of which deprives women of their ability to enjoy fundamental freedoms. It is a 

serious obstacle to equality between women and men. Violence against women 

remains hidden in the culture of silence. The causes and factors of violence against 

women include entrenched unequal power relations between men and women that 

foster violence and its acceptability, aggravated by cultural and social norms, 

economic dependency, poverty and alcohol consumption etc. In India, where the 

culprits are largely known to the victim, the social and economic "costs" of reporting 

such crimes are high. General economic dependence on their families and fear of 

social ostracization act as significant disincentives for a woman to report any kind of 

sexual violence or abuse. Therefore the actual incidence of violence against women in 

India is probably much higher than the data suggests and because of this most of the 

women‟s are experiencing violence and living its consequences 

 

There is need to break the silence and ensure that violence against women is not just a 

woman‟s issue but primarily a political, social, economic and cultural issue that 

concerns men as well. While men represent the majority of perpetrators of violence 

against women, they have an important role to play in preventing and combating 

violence against women. Because of their role models as fathers, husbands, brothers, 

and sons, men and young boys should be part of the solution and thus be involved in 

eliminating violence against women. If men felt involved, they should help promote 

changes in attitudes among other men. It is not women or men working alone to end 

gender-based violence that yields the best results. It is the partnership between them 

that has the greatest impact and reach. 

 

"Violence against women continues to persist as one of the most heinous, 

systematic and prevalent human rights abuses in the world. It is a threatto all 

women, and an obstacle to all our efforts for development, peace, and gender 

equality in all societies. Violence against women is always a violation of human 

rights; it is always a crime; and it is always sun acceptable. Let us take this issue 

with the deadly seriousness that it deserves." 

Ban Ki moon, United Nations Secretary 
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