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Abstracts 

The concept of security is one of the basic elements of living in cities and social ills can be 

considered as one of the most important results of insecurity. The urban spaces as a bed for 

living and doing activities should be able to provide a safe,  healthy, stable and appealing 

environment as it considers the difference and similarity among people of different ages, 

sexes and social classes. Development in cities will be occurred after providing security. The 

extent of urbanization and widespread social insecurity will be affected by the study of 

concept of security and factors which influence it. The study of strategies that strengthen 

security and development in cities are necessary. Descriptive analytical method is used for 

this research paper. Collecting data is based on library studies and questionnaires which were 

distributed among 381 Saravan citizens randomly. The results of findings show: seems that 

the sense of social security of citizens plays an important role in urban development. 
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 Introduction 

Security means safety which is used against the insecurity and fear. Security is one of 

mankind's innate needs that are inextricably linked with essence of human existence. So the 

term of security is as old as the history of human and the term of security sometimes precedes 

the concepts of community and society (Shadnia, 2003: 77). The first philosophical and 

political debates in the field of security can be traced to the ancient Greek philosophers such 

as Plato and Aristotle (Khoshfar, 2002: 254). In fact, social security in cities is a concept that 

all citizens know it as the highest value in hierarchy of their value So that according to the 

Maslow's hierarchy of needs (1970), Security is one of the first needs of mankind. The 

Maslow's hierarchies of needs are: 

  

1. Physiological needs  

2. The needs of discipline and stability  

3. Needs of belonging and love    
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4. The needs of respect    

5.  The needs of Self-actualization 

 

These needs are arranged in order from strongest to weakest and the lower needs should be 

met to some extent before the higher needs get their importance.  Maslow believes that the 

need for safety and security requires stability and freedom from fear and anxiety (Dorodi, 

2003: 26). Security can be defined as the inviolability and forcible seizure without consent 

and about the people it can be defined as the lack of fear and dread about the rights and 

freedom and being immune from the threat of death, disease, poverty and unexpected events 

and in general, anything that will destroy human comfort. As the security, the sense of 

security and safety is considered one of the basic needs. As Maslow pointed out, the need for 

security is placed in second place of the urgent needs. So, if this need doesn't get a positive 

response due to some reasons in different level, the person will be faced with stress and 

anxiety (Ahmadi et al, 2007: 27).  

By increasing urbanization and the development of cities, especially in recent decades, 

Phenomena such as industrialization, population density, traffic pressure, reduction of the 

loss of the sense of neighborhood and kinship relations, reducing social emotions, migration, 

and increasing of marginalization and social insecurity and vulnerability in cities have been 

considered more (Salehi Marzijerani, 2005: 64). By the physical and social development of 

the city and their conversion to a social and cultural population heterogeneous centers, the 

amount of abnormalities of the cities have also been increased and they have provided 

unsuitable social environment and residential and social and economic failure, development 

of urban insecurity.  

Urban spaces as a platform for citizens to live and work should be able to provide a safe, 

healthy, stable and attractive environment for every one although there are similarities and 

differences between individuals and social groups and they should give an appropriate 

response to the needs of all sections of society and meet the minimum requirements (Shariati, 

2005: 10). 

The concept of safe urban spaces is against the concept of unsafe urban spaces. The 

phenomenon of insecurity has both objective and subjective aspects and involves all arenas of 

life. The concept insecurity includes all forms of insecurity, including theft, murder, violence, 

etc. objectively and it includes Judgment on regional security and space subjectively. 

Insecurity is a phenomenon such as poverty and it can be said that poverty is an introduction 

to pathological phenomena such as frustration, urban violence, etc (Salehi, 2008: 107). 

The city of Saravan located in Sisatn and Bakuchestan province even though has the history 

of hundreds years, it is an undeveloped city due to its isolation from the center of major 

cities; it is neglected more than anywhere else. Border disputes with Pakistan and insecurity 

in this country and expansion of smuggling and profitable illegal activities and cultural 

separation in the city because of ethnic and religious minorities and acts of terrorism and 

foreign and inland kidnapping have caused insecurity and have prevented this city from 

developing in the country. So this research is to study factors affecting the sense of security 

in citizens of Saravan and the role of security in urban development. 

 

The hypothesis of the research 

- It seems that the sense of citizen's social security plays an effective role in urban 

development. 

 

The history of the research 

Lindestram et al (2003) have a different vision about the security issue and believes that the 

sense of security is variable according to the economic system, health system and security of 
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personal experience and have fear and insecurity caused by the more objective level of 

insecurity and crime in their minds. 

In an article, by propounding concepts such as "Gmaynshaft and Gzlshaft", German Tönnies 

explains and explores the concept of social security in cities. He believes that Gmaynshaft 

represents community and Gzlshaft represents society. Gmaynshaft will be specified by 

close, intimate and personal link with each other and it will be specified by interesting in 

welfare of each other and Gzlshaft is based on competition in favor of a person, performance, 

progress and expertise (Torabi and Godarzi, 2003: 378). 

Georg Zimmel believes that the increase in urban population density will reduce intensity of 

social control so as a result, the sense of loneliness and anonymity of citizens will increase 

and they will be threatened (Riterth, 1994: 156).  

Satrland believes that whatever the citizens have more and different interaction, the 

possibility of disorder and insecurity will increase (Giddenz, 1994: 142). 

Merton knows structural conflicts as result of increasing lawlessness and insecurity 

(Rafiepour, 1999:239).  

 

The introduction of the studying area 

The city of Sarvan is located at longitude of 61 degrees and 6 minutes to 63 degrees and 20 

minutes of east and at Latitude of 26 degrees and 33 minutes to 28 degrees 5 minutes of north 

and it is 1195 meters above sea level and it is known as the birthplace of the sun in Iran. The 

sunrise and sunset in Saravn has a difference of 1 hour and 17 minutes to the sunrise and 

sunset of the westernmost city of the country. Its distance from the center of province is 

393km and from Tehran is 1892 km. 

 

 
Figure (1): Map of the study area, Source: search results 

 

Discussion and conclusion 

Hypothesis: It seems that the sense of citizen's social security plays an effective role in urban 

development. For accurate investigation of this study, we will study the citizens' response to 

each one of indices of sense of security. For this purpose, the mean of responses to each of 

the questions are mentioned and then from the viewpoints of citizens, these indices are 

ranked by using of using the Friedman test.  
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According to Table (1) which shows that Friedman's census, since the significance level is 

less than 0/05, so there is a difference between the indices and as a result, we can rank these 

indices by using of the Friedman test. Friedman ranking results are expressed in table (2).  
 

Table (1): Freidman's test 
Type of test N X 2 df Significance level 

Friedman test 381 6620/951 25 0/000 

                      Source: search results 

 

Table (2): the mean of responses to the questions of the sense of social security and Friedman's ranking 
Row questions The mean of 

responses 

Friedman's 

ranking 

1 I'm satisfied Of the social security of our neighborhood (in terms of the crime) 2/08 5 

2 Violations such as burglary and theft in the neighborhood doesn't been happened 1/86 8 

3 I consider the safety of my neighborhood than other neighborhoods of my  city 1/23 22 

4 There is adequate security at the empty house for a few days in my neighborhood 2/34 4 

5 The design and architecture of the neighborhood causes the feeling of more security than in other 

neighborhoods 

1/74 10 

6 There is adequate security at night to walk in my neighborhood 1/13 24 

7 I'll help the occupants of the broken car at night along the lonely street 1/74 11 

8 I have not been prosecuted and threatened by outsiders and strangers in my neighborhood so far 1/40 16 

9 There is Security for women and girls to go out of the house in my neighborhood (in the quiet hours 

of the day or night) 

1/53 12 

10 There is Security for the employment of women and girls outside the house 1/42 15 

11 It is secure enough to send children to school in my neighborhood lonely 1/20 23 

12 There is security to go to the park and outdoor eating 1/71 9 

13 Walking through the quiet, low traffic routes in the city is secure 1/95 6 

14 Transportation inside city is proper and creates security 1/25 17 

15 It is not a problem to park the car without the alarm and lock chain for a long time on the street 3/37 1 

16 Dilapidated buildings and vacant land would not cause insecurity 1/23 21 

17 Marginalized and impoverished neighborhoods do not threaten the security of the city 1/34 19 

18 There is the field of security for urban development in the city of Saravan 1/11 26 

19 The required quantitative and qualitative investments have taken place for urban development in the 
city of Saravan 

1/86 2 

20 Having a long common border with Pakistan doesn't harm the security of the city 2/46 3 

21 Existence of foreigners (Afghanistan and Pakistan) would not have been caused insecurity in city 4/68 7 

22 Despite the border unrest, the city and the citizens have the necessary security 1/27 18 

23 Social and economic conditions of the citizens have not  created sense of insecurity 1/48 13 

24 False jobs and drugs have not a role in creating insecurity 1/23 20 

25 Officials dealing with people who are causing insecurity for the citizens is satisfied 1/04 27 

26 Traffic and Patrol Police forces creates a feeling of safety and security of citizens in city 1/11 25 

                      Source: search results 

 

According to table (2), the highest rank if for the index of »It is not a problem to park the car 

without the alarm and lock chain for a long time on the street« and the lowest rank is for the 
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index of »Officials dealing with people who are causing insecurity for the citizens is 

satisfied«. 

Table (3) states the Freidman's test and Table (4) states the mean of citizens' responses to the 

questions about urban development and it also shows the Friedman's ranking about citizens' 

ideas. Since the significance level is less than 0/05 in Table (3) so, the questions are different 

and they can be ranked by using of this test.  
 

Table (3): Freidman's test of urban development 

Type of test N X 2 df Significance level 

Friedman test 381 4101/162 13 0/000 

                      Source: search results 
 

Table (4): The mean of responses to the questions of urban development and Friedman ranking 
Row questions The mean of 

responses 

Freidman's 

ranking 

27 There is the field of security for urban development in city of Saravan 1 14 

28 The required quantitative and qualitative investments have taken place for urban development in the 

city of Saravan 

1/77 6 

29 Existence of mosques, religious, cultural and artistic places causes the security of the city 4/77 1 

30 There is the necessary Social security for citizen participation in urban affairs 1/38 7 

31 In order to develop and improve the city, I cooperate with the authorities 1/27 10 

32 Construction of factories and industries and development projects need safe places and spaces 1/27 9 

33 Fuel smuggling and false jobs are the causes of underdevelopment of the city 1/27 8 

34 The underdevelopment of the city of Saravan is due to the low level of security 1/97 4 

35  creating of security causes jobs and entrepreneurial initiatives and the loss of unemployment 1 13 

36 The creation of industrial zones and border markets can cause development 1 12 

37 Urban development comes after the security of citizens 1/16 11 

38 The improvement of the quality of people's life is one of factors of development 4/35 2 

39 In order to establish security and development, unity among ethnic groups is essential 3/00 3 

40 One of the solutions to security and development is commitment to the values and sense of 

responsibility against of evil and trespassing people 

1/79 5 

                      Source: search results 
 

According to table (4), from citizens’ viewpoint, among the indices of urban development, 

the index of »the existence of mosques, religious, cultural and artistic places causes urban 

security« has the highest rank and the index of »there is not the necessary security field for 

urban development in Sravan« has the lowest rank. 

By using of T-test census, the status of social security sense is studied in Saravan.  As the 

regards of the research questions were dependent on Likrit five ranges, so 3 were assumed as 

the amount of t-value. Since, the done valuation, 5 for the response of “I’m totally agree “, 4 

for “I am agree”, 3 for “I am neither agree nor disagree”, 2 for “I am disagree” and 1 for “I 

am totally disagree” were assumed, so if the significance level is less than 5% and the sign of 

t is minus, it can be concluded that the mean of society is less than t-value and the variable of 

sense of social security is not in a desirable situation and if the t is positive, this variable will 

be in a desirable situation. Otherwise it will be in an undesirable situation. The results of 

descriptive statistics of the variable of the sense of social security have been stated in table 

(5). The amount of the mean of responses is equal to 1/7258 and SD is equal to 0/55587.  As 
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it can be seen, the mean of responses is less than the amount of mean, namely it the number3 

and as a result, the sense of social security is not in a desirable situation from the prospective 

of descriptive statistics. 
 

Table (5): Descriptive statistics of the variable of social security 

variable mean SD number 

The sense of social security 1/7258 0/55587 381 

                      Source: search results 

 

According to Table (6) since the amount of the significance level is less than 5  and is equal 

to 0/000 and the computed amount of t is negative, therefore, from the perspective of the 

citizens of the city of Saravan, the variable of the sense of social security is not desirable. 
 

Table (6): a review of the social security variable using the t-test 

 t-value=3 

t df Significance level 

The variable of the sense of social security -44/743 381 0/000 

                      Source: search results 

 

Now, in order to test the hypothesis and variable effect of the sense of social security on 

urban development, the Simple linear regression test is used. The results of test are stated in 

table (7). 

 
Table (7): A simple linear regression to analyze the test of the research hypothesis 1 

Dependent variable Independent variable R The coefficient of 

determination 

Significance level 

Urban development The sense of social security 0/982 0/964 0/000 

                      Source: search results 
 

According to Table (7) since the amount of the significance level are less than 5%, so the 

variable of the sense of social security affect the urban development. Also, since 0/964 is 

obtained as the value of the coefficient of determination therefore, from the perspective of the 

citizens, the sense of social security can explain 96% of the variable of urban development. 

As a result, the research hypothesis is confirmed and therefore, it seems that the sense of 

social security of citizens plays an important role in urban development. 

 

Conclusion 

In this research, the effective factors on the sense of social security of the citizens of Saravn 

were studied. The conducted studies show that the concept of security has been changed from 

its first and physical state by complicating the social relations and urban development during 

past years and decades and have taken various economic, social, cultural and political 

aspects. Nowadays the need for security and the psychological sense of security in all areas of 

human life is essential. This means that if there is a safe and secure society, essential steps 

can be taken toward the development and the growth of the society. In today's world the 

quality of urban life and urban development is not possible without security contexts and a 

community will gain the qualitative and quantitative development that provide the necessary 

security for qualitative and quantitative investment by cooperation and participation of 

populace and interactions with organizations and surveillance of security and governmental 

institutions.  
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Suggestion 

- Strengthening the components of social trust in society and developing it among the 

residents, because the residents of a neighborhood will feel more secure by being supported 

by such an investment. 

- Strengthening the items of community participation and providing its fields among citizens 

will increase the sense of security. So, to promote social participation and consequently to 

increase social security, cultural engineers and social planners can be effective by making 

background for increasing the participation of the people in some occasions (Golrizan feast, 

help the needy during Islamic holidays, use of public assistance in solving the problems of 

the city by the relevant institutions) and by encouraging people to participate in public works 

in different situations. 

- It must pay more attention to social capital for the increase of social security. Since Iran has 

a religious community, we will be able to increase the social capital in community by 

reinforcing norms that are rooted in religion and tradition as fulfillment to promises, 

reliability, bona fide, honesty and etc and prevent the occurrence of antisocial acts, such as 

lying, betraying, profit seeking, suspicion, and insecurity. 
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