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ABSTRACT 

Child sex ratio is an important social indicator to measure the extent of the prevailing equity 

between males and females in a society at a given point of time. Changes in sex ratio largely 

reflect the underlying socio-economic and cultural patterns of a society in different ways. In 

Haryana result shows rapidly lowest child sex ratio reported by the 2001 & 2011 census. 

Haryana is amongst the most affected state regarding declining and imbalance of child sex 

ratio. Therefore, this state is the main focus area of this study. Census of India 1991, 2001 & 

2011 and Women & child development report (Govt. of Haryana) data were used to analyze 

challenges, causes, trends and declining in child sex ratios in Haryana. Geo-spatial 

technology has been used for mapping and analysis of spatial and non spatial data.  

The present paper aims to study the trends and patterns of child sex ratio in Haryana and to 

examine the causes for deficiency of girl children in 0-6 age group resulting into imbalances 

in child sex ratio. Great regional disparities in sex ratios among young children were 

observed. Out of 21 districts, five districts (Mahendergarh, Jhajjar, Rewari, Bhiwani & 

Faridabad) have recorded negative change in sex ratio during the last decade. Maximum 

difference of 40 points was observed in Mahendergarh district which have 818 female 

children in 2001. On the other hand in rest of districts positive change was recorded. 

Maximum positive change was observed in Kurukshetra district which has 771 female 

children in 2001 and was increased by 46 points in 2011. Second positive change was 

recorded in Sirsa district. It is disheartening to note that not even a single district of Haryana 

is having child sex ratio above the national average (914 female children per 1000 male 

children). The child sex ratio in Haryana leaves a lot to be desired as it lags behind the 

national average by 84 points. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Changes in child sex ratio (0-6 age group) largely reflect the underlying socio-economic and 

cultural patterns of a society in different ways. Determinants of changes in sex ratio vary 

from sex differentials in mortality, sex selective migration, sex ratio at birth, and at times, sex 

differentials in population enumeration. India is one of the few countries in the world where 

males outnumber females. This has been matter of much investigation and speculation among 

researchers and police makers (Visaria, 1968;Rajan,1991, Agnihotri, 2000; Bhat, 2002). The 

child sex ratio in Haryana is 830 female children per 1000 male children, which is the lowest 

amongst all states of India, despite the fact that the state has experienced an increase of 11 

points as against 819 in 2001. Haryana has witnessed a decline by 49 points in child sex ratio 

during the period from 1991 to 2011.  
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Gender equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a precondition for meeting the challenges 

of reducing poverty, promoting sustainable development and building good governance -

Kofi Annan  

 

STUDY AREA 

Haryana is a state located in the northern part of the country and has New Delhi as its 

neighbor along with Punjab and Rajasthan. The state of Haryana is confine within 27 º 39’ 

to 30º 35’ North Latitude and between 74º 28’ to 77º 36’ East longitude.  Haryana shares its 

capital with the state of Punjab. Haryana has often been criticized for its low sex ratio. The 

Population of Haryana according to the census (2011) stands at about 25 million, making it 

the 17
th

 most populated state in India. The state is spread over an area of about 44212 sq. 

km., making it the 20
th

 largest state in the country in terms of area. The density of 

population per sq. km. is about 570 which is above the national average. The literacy rate in 

the state is about 76.64% that has improved tremendously in the last few years due to the 

consistent efforts of the government. Location map of study area is presented in figure-1. 

 
Figure -1 

 

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 

The present study of child sex ratio of Haryana an analysis is a part of population geography. 

The data for three decade 1991, 2001 & 2011 for child sex ratio was considered for this 

analysis. It involves basically secondary data. The data was also taken from the report of 

women & child development, Govt. of Haryana. Data were arranged, processed and then 

presented in tables and figures. Arc GIS desktop 9.3 software has been used for mapping and 

analysis of spatial and non-spatial information. Statistical techniques, cartographic skills will 

be applied to present the results obtained from secondary sources. 
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OBJECTIVES 

 To analyses, the spatio-temporal pattern of child sex in Haryana. 

 To analyses the trends of sex ratio in all the districts of Haryana. 

 To examine the government initiatives or policies in improving sex ratio in Haryana. 

 To understand the correlates of spatial distribution of sex ratio. 
 

RESULT & DISCUSSION 

The range of child sex ratio can be divided into two categories. 

1. Regions having child sex ratio Below the state’s average (830))  

Out of 21 districts, 11 districts of the state having child sex ratio below state average. 

Amongst them, Jhajjar district of central Haryana has got the distinction of having lowest 

child sex ratio of 774 female children per 1000 male children, not only in the state but also in 

the country as a whole. It shows that practice of female foeticide is more prevalent in this 

district because of easy access to sex-selective technology.  

Table-1 & figure-2 presents that Jhajjar district is followed by the adjoining districts of 

Mahendragarh (778) ,Rewari (784) and Gurgaon (826) in southern Haryana; Sonipat (790) 

and Karnal (820) of eastern Haryana; Rohtak (807) and Kaithal (821) of central Haryana; 

Ambala (807), Kurukshetra (817) and Yamunanagar (825) of northern Haryana in child sex 

ratio (2011).  

Figure-3 shows that prevalence of the practice of female foeticide due to illegal use of sex-

selective technology, better economic conditions of people for easy access to the use of sex-

selective technology, pre-mature deliveries due to mal-nutrition, high infant mortality rate, 

high maternal mortality rate, impact of nearness to capital cities like New Delhi and 

Chandigarh are the factors responsible for low child sex ratio in these districts.  

 

2. Regions having child sex ratio above the state’s Average (830)  

Out of the 21 districts, 10 districts have recorded child sex ratio above state average.      

Those districts are Panchkula (850), Panipat (833), Jind (835), Fatehabad (845), Sirsa (852), 

Hisar (849), Bhiwani (831), Mewat (903), Faridabad (842) and Palwal (862).  Figure 3 

presents the trend in child sex ratio. Mewat district have largest number of Muslim 

community and most backward state of Haryna which has recorded highest child sex ratio. 

Lowest literacy rate has been reported in Mewat district not only in terms of overall literacy 

rate (56.14 percent), but also in case of both male (72.98 percent) and female literacy rates 

(37.58 percent). The lowest literacy rates are the outcome of social conservation of Meo-

Muslim society which dominate the scene in the district. Because of low literacy, it seems 

that people are more rigid in their religious attitude. Hence, they do not want to use family 

planning measures, despite the fact that these measures are being provided free of cost by the 

government through its Anganwadi workers in each village of Haryana.  

In southern Haryana, Palwal with 862 female children per 1000 male children and Faridabad 

(842) are the adjoining districts of Mewat where child sex ratio is higher than the state’s 

average. High child sex ratio in Palwal district is because of the dominance of Muslim 

population in Hathin tehsil and in Faridabad district because of the family migration to a 

large extent due to rapid industrial growth.  

It is revealed from the analysis that in western and southern parts of the state the practice of 

female foeticide is less prevalent as compared to northern and eastern parts which are 

economically more developed hence have easy access to sex-selective technologies resulting 

into skewed child sex ratio in favour of males. 
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Temporal Pattern of Child Sex Ratio in Haryana 

The data shows a continuous decline in child sex ratio in Haryana. Child sex ratio has always 

been lowest in Kaithal district (854) in 1991 as well as Kurukshetra district has lowest child 

sex ratio (771) in 2001. Like this, Jhajjar district has lowest child sex ratio (774) in 2011. 

After 1991 to 2011 child sex ratio is continuously decreasing in five districts. Those districts 

are Mahendergarh, Jhajjar, Rewari, Bhiwani and Faridabad. Temporal Pattern of child sex 

ratio in Haryana is presented in figure-2 and chart-1.   

Table-1 presents negative change in all districts of Haryana between 1991 to 2001 and 1991 

to 2011 in child sex ratio. Positive change is highlighted by green color and negative change 

by red color in table-1. Table-1 shows that Haryana got success in improving its sex ratio in 

2011 but all the last decades’ shows decline. But Haryana needs to think much about 

improving its sex ratio. 

Spatial Pattern of Child Sex Ratio: 

Table-1 reveals Haryana district wise child sex ratio of 1991, 2001 & 2011 and relative 

decadal decline also. According to 2011 census, the lowest sex ratio was recorded in Jhajjar 

district which has 774 female children for every 1000 male children. On the other hand, 

highest child sex ratio is reported in Mewat district which has 903 female children per 1000 

male children. The spatial pattern of child sex ratio is presented in figure-2 and chart-1. It is 

also observed that continuous decrement in child sex ratio is recorded in Mahendergarh, 

Jhajjar, Rewari, Bhiwani & Faridabad district since 1991. Mahendergarh district had 

decreased 114 points since 1991in child sex ratio. Second negative change observed in Jhajjar 

district which decreased 112 points since 1991. Like this, third negative changes (110 points) 

observed in Rewari district since 1991. 

Causes of low child sex ratio in Haryana 

 Strong urges to have a son. 

 Impact of population policies on sex ratio. 

 Economic consideration associated with daughters. 

 Social insecurity for women. 

 Low literacy ratio (particularly in rural areas). 

 Illegal use of sex-selective technology. 

 Most of the families, even if they are educated, prefer to have a son as their first child. 

If both the parents are working and have first child as boy, they do not try for second 

issue; if they have first baby as girl, only then they try for the second one. 

Suggestions & implication to improve child sex ratio 

 Stop illegal use of sex-selective technology like ultrasound etc. 

 Review of laws and should changed with high level punishment. Especially in PNDT 

act (Pre- Conception and Pre Natal Diagnostic). 

 Recognize the economic contribution of women. 

 Implication of precise population polices on child sex ratio. 

 Increase daughter value to her parents. 

 Increase in the literacy ratio especially of women. 

 Seminar and workshop to be held time to time for improvement of women status in 

society. 

 Reduce gender differences of son preference. 

 Give incentives for giving birth to daughter. 
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Figure-2 
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Chart-1 District wise decadal variation in child sex ratio 

 

Table-1 District wise variation in child sex ratio and decadal changes 

 
State/District 1991 2001 2011 Change   

1991 to 2001 

Change            

2001 to 2011 

Change     

1991 to 2011 

Haryana 879 819 830 -60 11 -49 

Panchkula 890 829 850 -61 21 -40 

Ambala 888 782 807 -106 25 -81 

Yamunanagar 888 806 825 -82 19 -63 

Kurukshetra 868 771 817 -97 46 -51 

Kaithal 854 791 821 -63 30 -33 

Karnal 871 809 820 -62 11 -51 

Panipat 889 809 833 -80 24 -56 

Sonipat 878 788 790 -90 2 -88 

Jind 858 818 835 -40 17 -23 

Fatehabad 873 828 845 -45 17 -28 

Sirsa 883 817 852 -66 35 -31 

Hisar 864 832 849 -32 17 -15 

Bhiwani 885 841 831 -44 -10 -54 

Rohtak 868 799 807 -69 8 -61 

Jhajjar 886 801 774 -85 -27 -112 

Mahendragarh 892 818 778 -74 -40 -114 

Rewari 894 811 784 -83 -27 -110 

Gurgaon 895 807 826 -88 19 -69 

Mewat NA 893 903 NA 10 NA 

Faridabad 884 847 842 -37 -5 -42 

Palwal NA 854 862 NA 8 NA 

* NA- data not available      Source: Census of India     
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Figure-3 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

1. It is disheartening to note that not even a single district of Haryana is having child sex 

ratio above the national average (914 female children per 1000 male children). 

2. As per census of 2011, the child sex ratio in Haryana is 830 female children per 1000 

male children, which is the lowest amongst all states of India; despite the fact that the 

state has experienced an increment of 11 points as against 819 in 2001. 

3. Between 1991 and 2001, child sex ratio in the state had gone down from 879 to 830, a 

decline by 49 points. 

4. Out of 21 districts of Haryana, 16 districts have recorded an increment in the child sex 

ratio during last decade. Maximum increment has been witnessed in Kurukshetra 

district (46 points), followed by Sirsa (35 points). On the other hand, there are five 

districts in which child sex ratio has decreased in last decade. Maximum decrement 

has been observed in Mahendragarh (40 points), followed by Jhajjar & Rewari (27 

points) district. Decrement of 10 point observed in Bhiwani and 5 points in Faridabad 

district also during last decade. 

5. Out of 21 districts, 10 districts of the state were attributed with child sex ratio above 

the state’s average (830). Amongst them, Mewat district of southern Haryana has the 

highest child sex ratio of 903 female children per 1000 male children. 

6. Out of 21 districts, 11 districts of the state were attributed with child sex ratio below 

the state’s average (830). Amongst them, Jhajjar district of central Haryana has the 

lowest child sex ratio of 774 female children per 1000 male children. 
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