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Introduction 

Thirukkural says “If the farmers’ hands are slackened even the ascetic state will fall”. Agriculture matters. 

Because all civilizations in ancient times were backed by agriculture. Egypt, Mesopotamia and Mohenjo-

Daro were the products of agrarian surplus. It is very difficult to find out a notable monument in the sea, 

desert or forest, because only systematic agriculture filled the treasuries of the kings and emperors which 

in turn resulted in great contributions. All the seven wonders of the world were also maintained golden 

records of agrarian production. Kerala is lagging behind in agriculture. It is a clear symptom of coming 

disasters which Sodom and Gomorrah faced in the past.  

 In 1974 World Food Conference in Rome resolved to ensure that “Within a decade no child would go to 

bed hungry and no family would fear for its next day’s bread. History will judge the adequacy of our 

policies and actions in relation to this pledge”. History is judging. And numbers speaks for themselves, 

while the governments of the western countries were among those who committed themselves to the 

World Food Summit target were also cutting the development target to be achieved. In 1990’s aid to 

agriculture fell significantly as a proportion of all overall development assistance, from about 20% in the 

late 1980’s to about 12 % today. Declining support for agriculture is extremely damaging to efforts to 

reduce poverty and hunger. 

Since Green Revolution India has become a food surplus country. Ironically the food producing areas in 

Kerala were devastated by farmers. The educated people of Kerala began to think and produce in terms of 

comparative advantages. Need based cultivation was substituted by profit based production. Food crops 

were stopped for much demanded cash crops. If the land was not good for cash crops they preferred to 

stop producing food crops and made the land barren. Lakhs of people migrated from the fertile arable land 

to the Arabian deserts for construction works. When returned from gulf they were not ready to go back to 

the fields. Neither the classroom conditioned nor pen trained youth were ready to take up the challenges 

of varying climate and the heavy plough. The result was a change from ‘producing state’ to a consumer 
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one. When a society trade their identity as producing farmers to “consuming immigrants” they were 

losing their identity as responsible citizens.  

Agriculture in India is not only an economic activity but a way of life. It has to play a vital role in the 

welfare of the nation. The present picture is that the farmer is sacrificed and farm is converted for non-

farm activities. Though there are many reports in the Newspaper and public speeches a serious study is 

not done about paddy fields. If paddy fields are discarded it will have long ranging impacts on the 

ecology and environment of the nation and continent.  

The former chief minister of Kerala EMS Nambhoothiripad stated that “I make a request; let not the 

praise that the scholars shower on Kerala for its achievements divert attention from the intense economic 

crisis that we face. We are far behind other states of India in respect of economic growth, and the solution 

of this crisis brooks no delay”. As per statistics Kerala is on the development path and everything seems 

normal, but in fact it is not. 

 Agricultural base is important for the healthy and sustainable development of Kerala. Because it 

produces the food that feeds people and provides income on which the most vulnerable people depend on 

to overcome the twin brothers of unemployment and poverty. 

Two Major Contributors of Kerala: Alappuzha and Palakkad Districts 

The two rice bowls of Kerala, on the left hand is Alappuzha and on the right hand is Palakkad. Both 

Districts were in the first two positions in producing rice for many years. Palakkad is the biggest in area 

having 4480 sq.kms whereas Alappuzha has only 1414 sq. kms, still her contribution is significant.  

The total area of the district is 1414 sq.kms. In 1995-96 contribution of Alappuzha was 1,21,047 tonnes of 

rice. It has come down to 63,008 tonnes in 2003-04. In 2007 it touched the lowest level ie.62,270 tonnes. 

From then onwards there was an increase in production. In 2011 Alappuzha produced 1,11,980 tonnes of 

rice and it was a record. In 2014-15 her contribution was 1,03,095 tonnes of rice. The production record 

of Alappuzha is commendable and every district should follow it. 

 In the area wise analysis Alappuzha district had an area of 44,132 ha. of paddy in 1995. It was reduced to 

32,083 ha. in 2003-04. In 2010-11 it was increased to 37,060 ha. and presently it is 34,415 ha (2014-15). 

There is a conscious and consistent hard labour from the part of the agricultural labours to sustain the 

production of paddy in the Alappuzha district.  When we lament about the glorious past of the paddy 

production in Kerala, Alappuzha is an exception. 
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Palakkad District has an area of 4480 sq. km. It ranks the 1
st
 in area. It has 1,73,600 hectares of forest. Of 

the total labour force 33.6 percent are agricultural labourers. During paddy cultivating season labourers in 

Palakkad toil in the fields under the hot sun. Even if the labourers are promised higher wages in the 

construction fields they never accede to sacrifice the paddy works. They are committed to the production 

of paddy in spite of the odds. 

In 1995 – 96 total production of rice was 2,80,405 tonnes. In 2000-2001 it has come down to 2,62,173 

tonnes. In 2010-11 production has come down to 2,18,155 tonnes. In 2015 production is 2,36,398 tonnes. 

In 1995 – 96 total area of rice cultivation was in 1,35,630 ha. In 2000 – 2001 it was reduced to 1,13,919 

ha. In 2010-2011 it has again reduced to 87,511 ha. In 2015 the area cultivated is only 82,912 ha. Though 

area cultivated has decreased significantly production of rice has not decreased significantly because of 

the use of High Yielding Variety Seeds.  

Contribution of Kerala in Paddy cultivation 

In 1995 total contribution of rice in Kerala was 9, 53,026 tonnes.  In 2000-01 it has come down to 7, 

51,328 tonnes. In 2005 total production was 6, 29,987 tonnes. In 2010-11 total production of rice was 5, 

22,738 tonnes. In 2014-15 the total production showed 5, 62,091 tonnes. 

In 1995 the total area cultivated in Kerala was 4, 71,150 ha. It has come down to 3, 47,355 ha. in 2000-01. 

Again it has declined to 2, 75,742 ha. in 2005-06. In 2010-11 it has gone down to 2, 13,187 ha. In 2014-

15 it has reached 1, 98,160 ha. 

Factors contributed to the Slimming Disease of Paddy Cultivation in the State 

High density of population, small size of farms, poor mechanization, old technology, high remuneration 

for the labour class, concentration of cash crops and plantation crops, low price for food crops, 

transformation of arable land into commercial and housing plots, negative attitude of the youth towards 

agriculture, neglect of food crops, shortage of capital, fish culture during paddy cultivating season, 

absence of paddy field data bank, problems with High Yielding Variety seeds, risks in using fish 

seedlings received from government and private agencies, undue dependence on monsoons, constructions 

in and around rivers and backwaters, dumping of waste from industries, flats, housing colonies, markets, 

shopping complexes to the water bodies have all contributed to the closure of paddy cultivation in Kerala. 

All the 14 Districts show a downward trend in production of rice and area of cultivation because of the 

above mentioned reasons. The major contributors to the granary are Palakkad and Alappuzha. Even these 
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two districts show a downward trend in production and in area cultivated. In these Districts Communist 

Party is strong and it may be their intervention that leads to the major contribution to paddy cultivation. 

Their strong stand against the land mafia has protected these lands to a certain extend. The data available 

on state production of paddy are self-explanatory and shows the trend that Kerala is fast moving away 

from paddy cultivation 

FINDINGS 

1. Over the twenty years1994 - 1995 to 2014 – 2015 paddy cultivating areas has been reduced by 42.06 per 

cent 

2. During 1994 – 95 to 2014 – 15 production of paddy has come by 58.97 per cent 

3. The negative trend in paddy production shows that within next 20 years paddy cultivation will disappear 

from the villages of Kerala. 

4. The custom existing is that after harvest, fish and prawn culture start from September onwards in the wet 

paddy fields. On April 15 fish and prawn culture comes to an end. Water is drained out and fields are 

exposed to summer sun. All the pests and germs will be destroyed in this process. Rice plants get natural 

manure when seeds are sown in rainy June. So the rice from this field grows and gets ready for harvest 

100 per cent organic.  

5. Only in Palakkad District 33.6 percent of the people engage in agricultural activities. During paddy 

cultivating season even if they are given higher remuneration outside the paddy fields people prefer to 

work in the paddy cultivating fields though the remuneration is less. 

6. People of Palakkad are dedicated for paddy works. In the past this was the trend all over Kerala. Now the 

trend of the youth is never to turn to the field.  

7. Large areas of paddy cultivating areas are converted into residential and commercial buildings. The latest 

much demanded modern “NAGARS” and “VILLAS” were paddy fields in the past. Revenue and Village 

authorities gave consent for such projects in the past. 

8. Large paddy cultivating areas are kept idle because of the non-remunerative price for rice in the market. 

9. There is a speculation among the people that “If a paddy field is not in use for a couple of years, it can be 

converted into residential or commercial purposes.” So people are putting idle their land purposefully to 

convert it for commercial purposes. 

10. People are not aware of the specialties of Pokkali rice which in turn make the price of Pokkali at low 

levels. 

11. Old bridges are abandoned and new bridges are coming up because of the developmental activities. The 

pillars of the old bridges along with the pillars of the new bridges are blocking the flow of high tide and 
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low tide. This is seriously affecting the wet paddy cultivating areas. At the time of high tide fresh water 

does not reach the Pokkali fields and at the time of low tide waste water doesn’t fully drained out from the 

paddy fields 

12. Since high tide and low tide are meagre, growth of fishery is affected negatively. 

13. Very often the prawn seedlings supplied by the government agencies are prone to diseases and mortality 

rate is the highest and this leads to heavy losses. 

14. The Kerala Paddy cultivating areas are converted to “concrete jungles” which in turn has increased the 

temperature to 42
0
 which is similar to that of the gulf countries. In the nurseries of Kerala, date palm 

plants are available for sale because in Ernakulam District at Kalamassery a 13 year palm tree bore date 

fruits. It is a clear indication of the high temperature and climate change. 

15. There is a positive correlation between conversion of paddy fields into building purposes and the rise of 

temperature in the state.   

16. Youth is not coming forward to do any agricultural activities. It is a clear indication that in near future 

paddy fields will be deserted after this generation. 

17. The recent trend is that bulk of Pokkali rice is going abroad on the belief that it is good for diabetic 

patients. Pokkali is saline resistant and so far no serious disease has been reported. Pests does not affect it. 

Though the productive capacity of the local variety is low, has got various other properties.   

18. High yielding variety seeds are costly. It is prone to various diseases. A huge amount is to be spent on 

pesticides and chemicals. Local variety is less costly and fights all diseases. Even if there is a flood 

situation local variety has the capacity to resist it, whereas the High Yielding Variety will be lost in 

adverse situations. 

19. Because of the pollutions from the Industries, Hotels, Resorts and Flats all the 44 rivers have become a 

sewage pass which pollutes the paddy fields and kills the fish to a great extent. Different varieties of fish 

has disappeared from these rivers since last forty years. In Periyar river death of fish is a regular 

phenomenon due to industrial waste dumping. 

20. Small size of the farms make the mechanization difficult and cultivation unprofitable. There is a popular 

saying “In Kerala varambu is more and field is less. Division and fragmentation has resulted in this 

situation. 

21. Now the trend is to convert the paddy field into plantain cultivation then convert it into building purposes. 

 

SUGGESTIONS 

 

1. In the all Kerala level paddy cultivation is becoming lesser and lesser in area and quantities of rice 

produced is also following the same path. Large areas are converted into residential and commercial 
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complexes. If this trend is allowed to continue, within twenty years Kerala paddy cultivation will be 

remembered only in history books. 

2. Paddy fields should not be allowed to keep idle and fallow. Laws should be enacted to protect and foster 

paddy cultivation.  

3. The Royal families have contributed much to the development of land improvement and paddy cultivation 

in the past in order to bridge the gap between the demand and supply. The elected governments are 

solving this problem by imports from outside. This is not an economically advisable solution. The modern 

governments should take concrete measures to protect the paddy cultivation. 

4. A scientific study should be conducted into the degree of correlation between reduction of paddy 

cultivation and the temperature rise in Kerala. 

5. The recent trend is that Pokkali is much demanded abroad on the belief that it is good for the diabetic 

patients. Serious study by the research scholars in the medical colleges should be done in this regard. 

6. The complications of imported seeds should be borne in mind when the Agricultural Department supply, 

propagate and promote High Yielding Variety Seeds. The local variety of seeds are to be protected by the 

government agencies since it is saline resistant, flood resistant, drought resistant and free from the attack 

of pests. 

7. Density of Population is 819 sq.km. This forces the people to encroach into the paddy fields. Each 

District Collector should find out the waste lands and distribute among the neediest people. 

8. In order to introduce mechanization, large scale farming and group farming are to be introduced to have 

less cost and more profitability. 

9. Converting paddy fields for other purposes should be stopped with retrospective effect. Laws should be 

powerful enough to protect the paddy fields. Stringent measures should be taken by the Village, Block 

and District Authorities to shield the paddy cultivating areas. If a paddy cultivating area is converted into 

an aerodrome or cyber city, an equivalent area should be made cultivable by land improvement. 

10. When a building complex is designed in a paddy field, Electricity Board and Water Authority should 

never give consent for power and water supply respectively. 

11. Till the rice production gets on the rails, each cultivator should get Rs. 10,000 as subsidy per acre. And a 

Pokkali cultivator should be given Rs.20, 000 per acre as subsidy. 

12. In the Colleges and Universities there should be “farm Clubs” to foster the spirit of cultivation among the 

youth. As NSS volunteers get grace marks members in the farm clubs also should get grace marks. 

13. Each educational institution should have its own or rented paddy cultivating model units. 

14. April 15 should be the cutoff date for the fish and prone culture in the wet paddy fields. After April 15 

wet paddy fields should be allowed to get dry in the hot sun. That is a tradition which has scientific basis 

too. 
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Conclusion        . 

In 1995-96 total production of rice from all the 14 districts was 9, 53, 026 tonnes. Over the 20 years it has 

come down to 5, 62,091 tonnes. In 1995 total paddy cultivation was in 4, 71,150 ha. It has come down to 

1, 98, 160 ha. If this trend is allowed to continue paddy cultivation will breathe its last within 20 years 

therefore a major social surgery is warranted. 
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