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______________________________________________________________________________

Abstract 

The present study was undertaken to find out the vocational interest of speech impaired 

adolescents and normal adolescents. A sample of 100 adolescents (50 Speech impaired males 

and 50 normal adolescents), from different government schools and special school of Patiala 

district of Punjab were selected. Vocational interest record by V.P Bansal and D.N. 

Srivastava (1975)   was used for data collection. Results revealed that Speech impaired 

adolescents have higher interest in artistic area of interest. In other areas normal 

adolescents have higher interest. Findings also reveal that boys are more aware about their 

vocational interest than that of girls. Findings also reveal that normal girls are more 

superior than speech impaired girls. Findings also reveal that speech impaired girls have 

higher interest in house hold, literary and science area of interest and speech impaired boys 

have higher interest in Agriculture, commercial, Executive and area of interest.  Findings 

also reveal that normal girls have higher interest in social, science, artistic vocational area 

and In other areas normal boys have higher interest in Agriculture, commercial, Executive 

and Literary area of interest. It shows normal adolescents have higher vocational interest in 

different areas than speech impaired adolescents. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

The spread of awareness and education, advancement in technology, efforts of the NGO’s 

and special schools and instructions have contributed tremendously in bringing the persons 

with disabilities into the mainstream of socio-economic life. But in spite of their efforts, still 
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millions of peoples with disabilities are yet to be accommodated to get appropriate training 

and education. This has also resulted in a significant number of disabled persons remaining 

uneducated, untrained, unemployment and underemployed. Disabled refers to anyone who 

has qualities that are below the range of the average individual, whether psychological 

abnormality, speech impairment, mental retardation or learning disability these 

characteristics are considered disability. 

Objectives of the study 

1. To study the vocational interests of the adolescents. 

2. To compare the vocational interests of speech impaired and normal adolescents. 

3. To compare the vocational interests of speech impaired and normal adolescents with 

respect to gender. 

4. To find out the difference in vocational interests of speech impaired adolescents with 

respect to gender. 

5. To find out the difference in vocational interests of normal adolescents with respect to 

gender. 

Delimitations of the study: 

 The study will be confined to the sample of 100 adolescents only. 

 The study will be restricted to the Patiala district only. 

 The study will be delimited to the special schools of Patiala districts only. 

 

Hypotheses of the study:  

1. There will be no significant differences in the mean score of vocational interests of 

speech impaired and normal adolescents.  

2. There will be no significant difference in the mean scores of vocational interests of 

speech impaired and normal adolescents with respect to gender. 

3. There will be no significant differences in the mean scores of vocational interests of 

speech impaired adolescents with respect to gender. 
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4. There will be no significant differences in the mean scores of vocational interests of 

normal adolescents with respect to gender. 

Sample 

         A sample of 100 adolescents (50 Normal and 50 speech impaired) were purposively 

selected from Special Schools and government schools of Patiala district of Punjab.  

 

Tools Used  

 Vocational interest record by V.P Bansal and D.N Srivastva (1975) 

Results and Discussion 

Table1. Showing the vocational interest of speech impaired and normal adolescents in 

various areas 

Normal adolescents 

N= 50 

Speech impaired Adolescents 

N=50 

 Mean SD Mean SD SE t-ratio 

Ag 2.82 1.52 2 1.37 0.296 2.78** 

Art 4.32 1.70 4.7 2.03 0.374 1.02 

Co 3.88 1.57 2.78 1.54 0.31 3.55** 

Ex 4.9 1.98 3.40 1.37 0.34 4.41** 

Hh 3.84 1.67 3.08 1.11 0.29 2.62** 

Li 4.22 1.33 2.84 1.43 0.275 5.01** 

Sc 4.38 1.32 2.74 1.10 0.243 6.74** 

So 3.8 1.47 2.9 1.13 0.228 3.12** 

** = Significant < 0.01 
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It was found that for agriculture value of t- ratio came out to be 2.78, which is significant at 

0.01 level of significance. Normal adolescents are found to score more (2.82) than speech 

impaired adolescents (2) in this area. This shows that the normal adolescents are more 

interested in Agriculture. Further for Artistic (Ar) value of t- ratio came out to be 1.02, which 

is statistically insignificant. 

 It was revealed that for Commerce (CO) value of t-ratio came out to be 3.55, which is 

statistically significant. This shows that significant differences exist among speech impaired 

and normal adolescents with respect to Commerce. Normal adolescents are found to score 

more (3.88) them speech impaired adolescents (2.78) in this area. It was found that for 

executive (EX) value of t- ratio came out to be 4.41, which is significant at 0.01 level of 

significance. This shows that significant differences exist among speech impaired and normal 

adolescents with respect to artist. Value of t- ratio for Household came out to be 2.62, which 

is statistically significant. Normal adolescents are found to score more (3.84) than speech 

impaired adolescents (3.8) in this area. Further it was revealed that for literary (LI) value of t- 

ratio came out to be 5.11, which is significant at 0.01 level of significance. Mean value for 

normal adolescents is high (4.22) as compare to speech impaired adolescents (2.84) in this 

area. So it can be concluded that the normal adolescents are more interested in literary area of 

interest. For science (Sc) and social streams values of t-ratio came out to be 7.13 and 3.46 

respectively, which are statistically significant. In both the streams normal adolescents are 

found to score more than speech impaired adolescents for mean values being high as 

compare to speech impaired adolescents. 

Thus the hypothesis (1), “There will be no significant differences in the mean score of 

vocational interests of speech impaired and normal adolescents” is partially accepted. 
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Table2. Showing the vocational interest of Speech impaired and Normal boys in various 

areas 

Normal Boys  

 N= 25 

Speech impaired boys 

N=25 

 Mean SD Mean SD MD SE t-ratio 

Ag 3.48 1.48 2.6 1.50 0.88 0.42 2.09** 

Art 3.84 1.62 5.28 2.21 1.44 0.55 2.63** 

Co 4.12 1.33 2.92 1.63 1.20 0.42 2.85** 

Ex 6.36 1.55 4.16 1.52 2.20 0.43 5.07** 

Hh 3.72 2.07 3.68 1.11 0.04 0.47 0.9 

Li 4.52 1.16 2.24 0.88 2.20 0.29 7.84** 

Sc 4.08 1.47 2.72 1.14 1.36 0.37 3.66** 

So 3.72 1.57 2.96 1.10 0.76 0.38 1.98** 

 

Results of table 2 reveals that for agriculture (AG) value of t-ratio came out to be 2.09, which is 

significant at 0.01 level of significance. Normal adolescents are found to score more (3.48) them 

speech impaired adolescents (2.6) in this area. So we can conclude that the normal adolescents 

are more interested in Agriculture. For Artistic (Ar) value of t-ratio came out to be 2.63, which is 

significant at 0.01 level of significance. Speech impaired boys are found to score more (5.28) 

than normal adolescents (3.84) in this area. Further it was revealed that value of t-ratio for 

Commerce (CO) and executive (EX) came out to be 2.85 and 5.07 respectively, which are 

statistically significant. For Household (HH) value of t-ratio came out to be 0.9, which is 

statistically insignificant. Values of t-ratio for literary (LI) and science (Sc) are 7.84 and 3.66 

respectively, which are statistically significant. In both the cases normal boys are found to score 

more than speech impaired boys for being mean values high. It can be concluded that normal 

boys are more interested in literary and science area. For social (So) value of t- ratio came out to 

be 1.98, which is significant at 0.01 level of significance. Normal boys are found to score more 
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(3.72) than Speech impaired boys (2.96) in this area. So it can be concluded that the normal boys 

are more interested in social area of interest.  
 

Table3. Showing the vocational interest of speech impaired and normal girls in various 

areas 

Normal girls 

N= 25 

Speech impaired girls 

N=25 

 Mean SD Mean SD SE t-ratio 

Ag 2.16 1.28 1.4 0.91 0.31 2.42** 

Art 4.8 1.66 4.12 1.69 0.47 1.44 

Co 3.64 1.78 2.64 1.47 0.46 2.17** 

Ex 3.44 1.08 2.76 0.72 0.26 2.61** 

Hh 3.96 1.17 3.92 1.12 0.32 0.12 

Li 3.92 1.44 3.44 1.64 0.44 0.10 

Sc 4.68 1.11 2.76 1.09 0.31 6.18** 

So 3.88 1.36 2.84 1.18 0.36 2.88** 
 

** = Significant < 0.01 

Results of table3 revealed that value of t-ratio for agriculture (AG) is 2.42, which is 

statistically significant. Normal girls are found to score more (2.16) than speech impaired girls 

(1.04) in this area. It can be concluded that  the normal girls are more interested in Agriculture. 

For commerce value of t-ratio came out to be 2.17, which is significant at 0.01 level of 

significance. Speech impaired girls are found to score more (3.64) than normal girls(3.84) in this 

area. Further it was found that for Commerce (CO) value of t- ratio came out to be 2.17 and this 

value is significant. Normal girls were found to score more (3.64) than speech impaired girls 

(2.64) in this area. So the normal adolescents are more interested in Commerce. It has been found 

that the values of t-ratio for executive (EX) and science (Sc) are 2.61 and 6.18 respectively, 

which are statistically significant. For social area value of t-ratio came out to be 2.88, which is 
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statistically significant.  It can be concluded that significant differences exist among normal and 

speech impaired girls with respect to above mentioned areas. Thus the hypothesis (2),“There will 

be no significant differences in the mean score of vocational interests of speech impaired and 

normal adolescents with respect to gender” is partially accepted. 

 

Table 4.  Showing the vocational interest of speech impaired girls and 

boys in various areas 

Speech impaired girls 

N= 25 

Speech impaired boys 

N=25 

 Mean SD Mean SD MD SE t-test 

Ag 1.4 0.91 2.6 1.50 1.20 0.35 3.42** 

Art 4.12 1.69 5.28 2.16 1.16 0.56 2.09** 

Co 2.64 1.47 2.92 1.63 0.28 0.44 0.64 

Ex 2.76 0.72 4.16 1.52 1.40 0.34 4.16** 

Hh 3.92 1.12 3.68 1.11 0.24 0.31 0.76 

Li 3.44 1.64 2.24 0.88 1.20 0.37 3.23** 

Sc 2.76 1.09 2.72 1.14 1.04 0.32 0.13 

So 2.84 1.18 2.96 1.10 0.12 0.32 0.37 

Note: N= Total Number,  

** = Significant < 0.01 

It was found that for agriculture (AG) and art values of t-ratio came out to be 3.42 and 2.09, 

which are statistically significant. This shows that significant differences exist among speech 

impaired boys and girls with respect to agriculture (AG) and art areas. Further results of the same 

table depict that for executive (EX) value of t-ratio came out to be 4.16, which is significant at 

0.01 level of significance. This shows that significant differences exist among speech impaired 

boys and girls with respect to executive area. Value of t-ratio for literary (LI) came out to be 

3.23, which is statistically significant. Mean value for speech impaired girls is high (3.44) as 
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compare to speech impaired boys (2.24) in this area. Thus the hypothesis (4), “There will be no 

significant differences in the mean score of vocational interests of speech impaired adolescents 

with respect to gender” is partially accepted. 

 

Table5. Showing the vocational interest of normal girls and boys in 

various areas  

Normal boys 

N= 25 

Normal girls 

N=25 

 Mean SD Mean SD SE t-test 

Ag 3.48 1.48 2.16 1.28 0.39 3.38** 

Art 3.84 1.62 4.8 1.66 0.46 2.07** 

Co 4.12 1.33 3.64 1.78 0.44 1.08 

Ex 6.36 1.55 3.44 0.08 0.38 7.72** 

Hh 3.72 2.07 3.96 1.17 0.48 0.50 

Li 4.52 1.16 3.11 1.44 0.37 1.62 

Sc 4.08 1.47 4.68 1.11 0.37 1.63 

So 3.72 1.57 3.88 1.36 0.42 0.38 
 

Note: N= Total Number 

** = Significant < 0.01 

Results of table 5 reveals that for agriculture (AG) value of t-ratio came out to be 3.38, which 

is significant at 0.01 level of significance. Normal boys are found to score more (3.48) them 

normal girls (2.16) in this area. So we can conclude that the normal boys are more interested in 

Agriculture. For Artistic (Ar) value of t-ratio came out to be 2.07, which is significant at 0.01 

level of significance. Normal girls are found to score more (4.8) than normal boys (3.84) in this 

area. Further it was revealed that value of t-ratio for Executive (Ex) values of t-ratio is 7.72, 

which is statistically significant. In this area normal boys are found to score more than normal 

girls for being mean value high i.e. 6.36. It can be concluded that normal boys are more 
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interested in this area as compared to normal girls. Thus the hypothesis (4), “There will be no 

significant differences in the mean score of vocational interests of normal adolescents with 

respect to gender” is partial retained. 

 

REFERENCES  

J. S. Albus. Outline for a theory of intelligence. IEEE Trans. Systems, Man and Cybernetics, 

21(3):473–509, 1991. 

Laidra, K., Pullmann, H., & Allik, J. (2007). Personality and intelligence as predictors of 

academic achievement: A cross-sectional study from elementary to secondary School. 

Personality and Individual Differences, 42(3), 441-451. 

Rohde, T. E., & Thompson, L. A. (2007). Predicting academic achievement with cognitive 

ability. Intelligence, 35(1), 83-92. 

Tandon, R. K. (1971) Manual of Group Test of General Mental Ability. K.G.K. College, 

Moradabad. 

U. Neisser, G. Boodoo, T. J. Bouchard, Jr., A. W. Boykin, N. Brody, S. J. Ceci, D. F. Halpern, J. 

C. Loehlin, R. Perloff, R. J. Sternberg, and S. Urbina. Intelligence: Knowns and unknowns. 

American Psychologist, 51(2):77–101, 96. 

Watkins, M. W., Lei, P.-W., & Canivez, G. L. (2007). Psychometric intelligence and 

achievement: A cross-lagged panel analysis. Intelligence, 35(1), 59-68. 

 


