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ABSTRACT  
 

Although overall environmental concern is rising in Kurdistan, not all environmental threats are 

drawing public attention. Some environmental issues have attracted public attention for a long 

time, while others still fail to receive much if not any attention. The main purpose of this study is 

to explore the ways that the Kurdistan media tries to construct environmental problems as issues 

through its representative national and local newspapers, namely Evro, Rudaw and War. By 

examining the frequencies, article impact factors, article lengths and geographic variations in 

these newspapers‟ coverage of environmental issues over a four month period, it is found that all 

three newspapers‟ coverage of environmental problems and issues have increased substantially, 

barring a few drawbacks such as short environmental articles and lack of in depth reports in 

terms of balanced coverage and consistency.   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In this modern knowledge-society, media plays the role of facilitator of development, 

disseminator of information, and being an agent of change. Regarding the issue of environment 

awareness, media plays a vital role in spreading the true message. Along with bringing it into the 

hub of debates and discussions, it tries to suggest alternatives to people and policy-makers. [1] 

First of all, the mere awareness also creates a genuine interest to probe into the exact matter. 

Thus, environment awareness is one of the important issues which media presents consciously 

and effectively to say a few things to the people. 

 

Examination of the environmental coverage on Kurdistan newspapers has two purposes: first, to 

have a general idea of how media‟s coverage of environmental problems has changed during 

recent years; second, to understand the existing gaps in environmental articles published in 
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Kurdistan newspapers and suggest measures for rectifying the same. As similar studies are very 

rare in Kurdistan, this study will be a significant contribution to the social construction of 

environmental problems. [2] 

 

Although overall environmental concern is rising in Kurdistan, not all environmental threats are 

drawing public attention. Some environmental issues have attracted public attention for a long 

time, while others still fail to receive much if any attention. What makes an environmental 

condition become an environmental problem and receive public attention is not only the 

condition itself, but also external factors, among which mass media is a significant one. [5] 

During the past few years, a growing number of reports on environmental problems and issues 

have appeared in Kurdistan‟s mass media. The frequencies of environmental coverage have been 

increasing across different types of media. However, these different media report environmental 

issues in differing ways. For example, some newspapers use more space to report environmental 

problems, while others prefer to use shocking pictures beside the articles. Media coverage of 

environmental problems influences the public‟s environmental consciousness directly and can 

motivate societies to take actions to remedy them. This study will throw light on some of the 

issues in the coverage of environmental news in Kurdistan‟s newspapers. 

 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

The present study aims to assess the role of media in protecting the environment, and hence for 

analysis, the content related to environment is selected.  The dataset for this study is composed of 

newspaper articles from 3 Kurdish newspapers, namely, Rudaw (a national newspaper), Avro 

and War (local newspapers). All the articles on environmental issues were collected from these 

newspapers by searching out articles containing any of the following words or phrases: air 

pollution, smog, glacier, El Nino phenomenon, global warming, warm winter, rainstorm, unusual 

weather, climate change, raising of water surface, greenhouse, ozone layer, drought, shortage of 

water supply, water pollution, flood, acid rain, soil erosion, decrease of forest, wetland 

deterioration, desertification, noise pollution, radioactive pollution, nuclear pollution, energy 

crisis, oil shortages, ecological balance, diversity of species, waste disposal, human health, 

planning and traffic problems. Also articles with the word “environment” as a key word were 

used in search tool. These key words are drawn from several categories of major environmental 

problems, including air pollution, water resource problems, climate change, soil pollution, noise 

pollution, energy shortage, vegetation problems, which are major problems the world are facing.  

 

Coding  

 

This study focuses on comparing the total environmental coverage across the newspapers, and 

thus content analysis was used. The individual article was treated as the unit of analysis. 

Frequency, article length, article impact and geographic concern are coded. Frequency refers to 

how many times the newspaper has covered environmental problems. As this study focuses on 

the total amount of attention to environmental issues, the number of articles and the average 

length of each article are counted. Furthermore, “impact factor”, was coded for, in order to 

capture what kind of image of environmental problems these three newspapers tried to present to 

their readers.  
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To determine the “impact factor,” a five-point scale was ranked from highly positive (5) to 

highly negative (1). Positive content means that environmental problems are portrayed as having 

been remedied, or that the government is taking measures to remedy them. Negative content 

stresses the deterioration of the environment. Therefore, articles only mentioning the positive 

sides were coded as 5, completely positive, while articles only mentioning the negative sides 

were coded as 1, completely negative. Neutral articles (3) balanced both sides or were without 

demonstrable impact. Articles demonstrating impact factors between completely positive and 

neutral were coded as 4, while articles demonstrating impacts between completely negative and 

neutral were coded as 2. 

 

Finally, the geographic variation of these three newspapers‟ environmental coverage is also a 

subject of this study. Therefore, whether an article talked about local, national, or 

international/other countries‟ environmental problems and issues, these were also coded. 

 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 

Frequency of Environmental Coverage 

 

Between January 2012 and April 2012, Evro had 43 articles covering environmental problems 

and issues, while War and Rudaw had only 28 articles and 11 articles respectively. Both, the total 

number of articles covering environmental problems in Evro and the number of articles in each 

month are much greater than the other two newspapers‟. This large difference can be attributed 

to the year in which these papers were established. All 3 are national newspapers but Evro was 

started atleast 5 to 6 years prior to the other two. Hence they have a much larger budget and more 

resources comparatively. Rudaw is the only paper which is available in English as well as Dutch 

languages. Though it has a larger circulation base it is not the preferred local daily compared to 

the other two. Thus more coverage on the environmental articles is seen in the both the local 

dailies as it reaches out to the masses in a more effective manner.  

 

The analyses show that the coverage of environmental problems and issues in the newspapers are 

all affected by important events, but by different types of events. Furthermore, the environmental 

coverage of the national newspaper, Rudaw, is more sensitive to national environmental policy 

than to local environmental policy, whereas the environmental coverage on the local newspapers 

is sensitive to both the national and the local policy. 

 

 

Table 1. Frequency of Environmental issues in Evro  

 

Month 

 

Positive 

 

Neutral 

 

Negative 

JAN 11 2 7 

FEB 7 1 3 

MAR 5 - 2 

APR 3 - 2 

Total 26 3 14 
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Table 2. Frequency of Environmental issues in War  

 

Month 

 

Positive 

 

Neutral 

 

Negative 

JAN 5 1 5 

FEB 6 - 2 

MAR 4 - 1 

APR 4 - - 

Total 19 1 8 

 
 

Table 3. Frequency of Environmental issues in Rudaw  

 

Month 

 

Positive 

 

Neutral 

 

Negative 

JAN - 1 3 

FEB - - 1 

MAR 2 - 1 

APR 1 - 2 

Total 3 1 7 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Article length 

 

Although length is not absolutely accurate for judging news articles‟ foci, it is a good indicator 

of how much attention the newspapers want their readers to pay to their environmental reports. 
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[6] On reviewing these news articles, it was found that environmental articles in Kurdish papers 

lacked in-depth analyses and explanations and were approximately 200 to 250 Kurdish words in 

length. Those articles only reported issues and facts without dealing with the possible causes and 

future impacts. 

 

For each of the three newspapers analyzed, „short‟ environmental articles are more frequent than 

„long‟ environmental articles. For instance, 85 % of all the environmental articles on Rudaw are 

short while just 5 % of those in the Evro are long. Thus, no matter if it is a national newspaper or 

local newspaper, stories about environmental issues and problems tend to be short. As 

environmental articles are usually short, they often neglect the root cause of those problems as 

well as the political, economic, and cultural aspects of the problems. Therefore, it is not easy for 

readers to get a good sense of the seriousness of environmental problems, the factors that cause 

them or the steps needed to solve them. The result is that newspapers articles are unlikely to 

produce strong environmental consciousness among Kurdish citizens. One reason for the short 

length of most environmental articles is characteristics of news media. The deep analysis of 

environmental problems usually requires scientific explanations, comprehensive analysis and 

evaluations, which are published through books. [10] As newspapers usually, cannot provide 

enough room or time for reporting most environmental problems in depth, newspapers prefer 

short environmental articles, which usually are about environmental problems themselves.  
 

Article Impact Factor 

 

The most common style for the two local newspapers, War and Evro, was short articles with a 

positive impact factor, but the most common style for Rudaw was short articles with a negative 

impact. For both the local newspapers, almost two third (61 % for Evro, 67 % for War) of the 

environmental articles have a relatively positive impact factor, the rest have a negative impact 

and a very small proportion of neutral impact factors exist. For Rudaw, majority of the 

environmental articles are written from a negative perspective.  

 

Table 4. Article Impact & Article Length for the Kurdish newspapers 

 Rudaw War Evro 

Positive & Long 1 2 2 

Positive & Short 2 17 24 

Neutral & Long - - 1 

Neutral & Short 1 1 2 

Negative & Long 1 1 - 

Negative & Short 6 7 13 

Total 11 28 43 
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Table 5. Average Article Impact for 4 months study 

 Rudaw War Evro 

Jan 1.5 2.8 3.3 

Feb 1 4 3.6 

Mar 3.3 4.2 3.7 

Apr 2.6 4.7 3 

 

Using the five point scale of article tone, the average scores of article tone is calculated for the 

three newspapers during the study period. The scores for War range from 2.8 to 4.7, at an 

average of 3.9 suggesting that it reports environmental problems and issues in a very positive 

manner. This means that when War presents environmental problems, it puts more emphasis on 

the bright side than the dark side of problems. For example, when it reports on serious problem 

in a city, it emphasizes more on how the government is taking measures to solve the problem. 

Second, the scores of Evro range between 3 and 3.7, and its average impact being 3.4 which is 

rather positive. Third, the average scores of article impact for Rudaw are between 1 and 3.3, and 

its average tone is 2.2, by far the lowest score among all newspapers. These scores indicate that 

Rudow is basically reporting environmental problems from a negative perspective. For example, 

when Rudow reports the problems on urban planning or water pollution, it presents the facts on 

how many projects were incomplete or where and how people suffered from the after effects, 

how severe the problem was, and how much economic loss it caused. Compared with Rudow, the 

rest of the papers often report issues with a special emphasis on describing the efforts that 

government takes in terms of mitigation measures or policy changes. 

 

Fig 2 reflects the trends of environmental article impacts that a reader would have from these 

newspapers. In general, only Rudaw has an obvious declining tone from January to April. Also 

the remaining newspapers had become less critical about environmental problems from March 

onwards.   

 

At the same time, Rudaw had an increasingly negative tone for environmental reports which 

shows that it is positioned to discover and criticize problems in Kurdistan, and thus reports 

environmental problems from a more critical perspective. 

 

Fig 2 Trends of Article Impact Factor  
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Geographic Variation of Environmental Coverage 

 

Articles were categorized according to locations where the problems occurred or to which they 

were related. Kurdistan is divided into three governorates. The governorates of 

Duhok, Erbil and Sulaymaniya form the Kurdistan Region. Each of these governorates is divided 

into districts with a total of 26 districts. Each district is divided into sub-districts. Governorates 

have a capital city, while districts and sub-districts have district centers.  

 

Table 6 gives an idea of the geographical focus of environmental articles. 

Location Evro War Rudaw 

Duhok 36 % 50 % 5 % 

Deraluk 21 % 5 % 5 % 

Mangixist 14 % 5 % - 

Shyladez 7 % 10 % 5 % 

Amedia 7 % 10 % 5 % 

Sulaymaniyah 7 % - 20 % 

Depka - - 10 % 

Ankawa - - 15 % 

Kushe 7 % 5 % 5 % 

Sarsey - 5 % - 

Akre - 5 % 5 % 

Eribil - 5 % 10 % 

Kanimase - - 5 % 

Darbandixan - - 10 % 

Xakho 1 % - - 

 

Research has shown that events tend to be more important to those who are close to them.[7] 

Therefore, the local newspapers pay more attention to events occurring in the Duhok area, while 

the national newspaper, whose readers are located all around the country-- pay attention to 

events in all areas of Kurdistan. This result becomes more obvious when the comparison is 

narrowed to the national newspaper and the local newspaper, which are Evro and War. Almost 

half (49%) of the environmental articles in Rudaw focus on national issues, while 40 % are about 

local areas widely scattered among the regions of Kurdistan. In addition, Rudaw gives more 

coverage to international issues as compared to the local dailies, 15% versus only 3%. Therefore, 

the national newspaper and the local newspaper clearly show difference in the geographic focus 



International Journal of Advanced Scientific and Technical Research                  Issue 3 volume 2, March-April 2013          

Available online on   http://www.rspublication.com/ijst/index.html                                                     ISSN 2249-9954 
 

 Page 493 
 

of their news coverage, as the national newspaper provides more comprehensive geographic 

coverage. 

The use of visual or graphical representation of the environmental problem is quite a common 

feature in the articles. This helps the reader to imagine the scenario or the problem as it is being 

described in the article. Rudaw mainly focused on issues relating to urban planning, safety, 

agricultural problems, natural resource conservation whereas the other two local newspapers 

dealt with air pollution, water pollution, tourism, waste management, in addition to the above 

topics.   

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

The main purpose of this study is to explore the ways that the Kurdistan media tries to construct 

environmental problems as issues through its representative national and local newspapers, such 

as Evro, Rudaw and War. By examining the frequencies, article impact factors, article lengths 

and geographic variations in these newspapers‟ coverage of environmental issues over a four 

month period from January 2012 to April 2012, it is seen that all three newspapers‟ coverage of 

environmental problems and issues increased substantially. However, obvious differences in 

coverage exist among the national newspaper and the local newspaper. 

 

Firstly, the local newspapers have more articles covering environmental problems and issues 

than does the national newspaper, Rudaw. Also, both the local newspapers tend to take a positive 

tone in their average article. This means that the local newspapers prefer to portray 

environmental problems and issues from a positive perspective, stressing improvement already 

achieved and measures taken by the government to deal with the problems. In contrast, the 

national newspaper tends to portray environmental problems from a more critical perspective, 

emphasizing the environmental damage done to citizens.  

 

Secondly, the environmental coverage has never been consistent over a period of time as well as 

geography. The national newspaper Rudaw was unable to cover the environmental issues in 

many parts of the state. Apart from that, Kurdish news lacked depth and insight in their 

environmental articles as compared to their foreign counterparts. 
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